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PARKING for 70 cars with additional overspill

FUNCTION HALL for 250 seated or 200 dancing
MEETINGHALL for up to 100 seated or 70 partying
COMMITTEE ROOMS for up to 20
LOUNGE BAR for 30 seated with 30 standing
KITCHEN with crockery and cutlery for 150
Come and see our accessible facilities for a wide range of uses ,
to arrange visit or for more information contact Tracey Teasdale

ST CHADS PARISH CENTRE

Merry Christmas from Tony, Hannah,
Heston and Angela

OTLEY ROAD,FAR HEADINGLEY,LEEDS LS16 5JT
TEL. 0113 2307665

To find out more about Parish events please visit www.stchads.co.uk or www.st-michaels-headingley.org.uk

Headingley Team Ministry
Team Rector and Vicar of St Michael’s
Revd. Tony Whatmough - Tel: 274 3238
Team Vicar and Vicar of St Chad’s
Revd. Hannah Lievesley - 0113 2103497
St Chad’s Who’s Who
Vicar of St Chad’s
Revd. Hannah Lievesley—0113 2103497
Churchwardens
Simon Futers – Tel: 230 0186
Helen Cruickshank – Tel: 274 1430
Parish Administrator
Christine Khullar
Tel: 274 4322 Email: office@stchads.co.uk
Opening Times: 9am – 12 noon, Mon, Tues, Thurs & Fri
Secretary to the Parochial Church Council
Helen Steele – Tel: 216 7530
Organist and Choirmaster
Richard Wilson – Tel: 266 2823
Parish Centre Caretaker
John Mackintosh
St Michael’s Who’s Who
Vicar of St Michael’s
Revd. Tony Whatmough – Tel: 274 3238 / 07711 335050
Assistant Curate
Revd. Dr Angela Birkin - Tel: 0750 605 6185
Churchwardens
Ann Dudzinski – Tel: 07763 305866
Rebecca Crowson – Tel: 226 4431
Secretary to the Parochial Church Council
Alan Parker – Tel: 268 5764
Honorary Treasurer
Janet Lewis – Tel: 275 1939
Director of Music
TBC

This month’s editorial team
Sub Editor Andy Freeth, supported by
Helen Cruickshank and Tony Whatmough
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Christmas Diary
Sunday 1 December
6.30pm Advent Carol Service
Sunday 8 December
9.30am Toy service at St Chad’s (Great for families)
Sunday 15 December
4.00pm Christingle Service at St Chad’s (Great for families)
Sunday 22 December
6.30pm Christmas Carol Service
Christmas Eve
No 9.15am Morning Prayer service at St Chad’s
4.00pm Crib service at St Chad’s (Great for families)
4.00pm Christingle service at St Michael’s (Great for families)
11.30pm Midnight Eucharists at St Chad’s
and at St Michael’s
Christmas Day
8.00am Christmas Communion (BCP) at St Chad’s
9.30am Christmas Communion (CW) at St Chad’s
10.00 am Christmas Communion (CW) at St Michaels
Thursday 26 December
No 10am Morning Prayer service at St Chad’s
No 10.30am Communion Service at St Chad’s
Sunday 29 December
No Evensong at St Chad’s & St. Michaels
Tuesday 31 December
No 9.15am Morning Prayer service at St Chad’s
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Beyond the threshold…
What a fantastic first 10 weeks! I’m so excited about what the future
holds here. The more I get to know you, the more encouraged I am,
and the more certain that God has great plans for us.
It’s been a privilege to be so warmly welcomed, not only by the
fabulous St Chad’s folk, but by the equally fabulous St Michael’s and All
Hallows folk too. I’ve experienced so much in these first few weeks and
tasted the wonderful diversity of our churches. Highlights include the
exuberant kazoo-chorus at the all-age Harvest service; the open door to
shared love and fellowship at our team’s mid-week services; ‘Beetroot
2-ways’ at the All Hallows Junk Food Cafe (worthy of a Michelin star!)
and an ABC Church demo to a packed living room of enthusiastic creche
mums and volunteers.
There are so many gifted people and capable teams in our churches
and I can feel the energy building for then opportunities ahead. It’s
going to be fun to be part of this. In the new year both churches will be
looking together at the diocesan strategy ‘Maturing in Christ’ and
pinning down our own strategy, hopes, and dreams for St Chad’s.
Prepare to have your say and play your part in that!
In the meantime, Christmas is coming, and the wonder of Jesus
Emmanuel, ‘God with us’, will be felt afresh. Something of the story
always catches me by surprise, no matter how intimately I feel I know
it. It’s a beautiful time of year, and over my next few weeks, I look
forward to savouring it with you all.
Revd Hannah Lievesley

30

3

His Dark Materialism – Philip Pullman and
C.S. Lewis as unlikely bedfellows?
With the recent launch by the BBC of a new adaptation of Philip Pullman's
epic 'His Dark Materials' trilogy, there is sure to be renewed discussion of
the powerful themes explored by these books which tell the story of Lyra,
a girl who battles against an oppressive theocracy called the Magisterium.
Aided by armoured bears and benign witches, she travels through various
parallel worlds of the multiverse accompanied by an animal daemon – an
external embodiment of their soul.
Part of Pullman's inspiration for writing the trilogy was as a riposte to the
'The Chronicles of Narnia' by C.S. Lewis which Pullman loathes for being
thinly veiled Christian apologetics. In particular, Pullman was incensed by
the fate of Susan one of several children who, over the course of Lewis'
books, enjoy adventures in Narnia and save it from peril on several
occasions. Yet at the climax of Lewis' final book in the series, 'The Last
Battle' (spoiler alert!) Susan is denied the opportunity to spend eternity
there with her brothers and sister – her only crime being that she is
apparently interested in nothing 'except nylons and lipstick and
invitations'.
For Pullman, the idea that Susan is doomed for no reason other than the
onset of adolescence and the concurrent awakening of sexuality was
utterly outrageous. But while the views of Lewis and Pullman on
Christianity may sit at opposite ends of a spectrum, one of Lewis' less well
known novels suggests that they may actually also have something in
common.
In his book, 'That Hideous Strength', first published in
1945 before his 'Chronicles of Narnia', Lewis describes a
sinister organisation called N.I.C.E – the National Institute
for Co-ordinated Experiments. The aim of N.I.C.E is to
establish a scientific utopia founded on the view that
human beings are nothing more than biological machines
and that their thoughts, feelings and consciousness are
simply the interaction of neurotransmitters in the brain.
4

NEED A WINDOW Michael Kirkby
CLEANER?
Painter & Decorator
Professional window
cleaning
UPVC frames &
conservatories

Guttering
Homes, Shops, offices
Contact Terry on:
info@tfwindowcleaning.co.uk

07412 591976 or
01132363083

STEVEN CROMACK

JOINER

FREE
ESTIMATES
* NO VAT *
WORK
GUARANTEED

01924 401 210
07985 394 297

Professional

PLASTERER

All

Household
Joinery
No job too small
0113 295 0696

Call Martin Cooke
For a quote on

07756 906 916
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DOYLE ROOFING &
PROPERTY MAINTANENCE
Slating, Tiling, Guttering,
UPVC Facias, Soffitts & Gutters
Chimneys lowered and Repointed
Velux Windows
Flat Roofing
Built up felt
Building Work
Rubber Roofing
Full House Repointing
ALL WORK GUARANTEED
Insurance Work Welcome
For a Friendly, Reliable Service
Contact Mr Doyle
Tel (0113)2740526 Mob 07761 704876

REUPHOLSTERY
FRENCHPOLISHING

REPAIRS

www.abbeyupholstery.co.uk

0113 267 5483
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LV Windows
BRAMHOPE
A Friendly Family Company with
over 40 years’ experience

Windows - Doors
Conservatories
All products fabricated
from Rehau profiles
Fascias - Soffits
Steamed up Unit Replacement
lvwindows@gmail.com

Call Len Hawkins on:
01423 562 469 / 07836 513 730

or Chris Hawkins on:
07765 143 334

At the time that Lewis wrote his novel, the reductive philosophy espoused
by N.I.C.E was gaining ground in science and he used his book to express a
concern that seeing the world purely in such material terms would leave
us with a severely diminished sense of ourselves - with grave
consequences for our society.
While Pullman is certainly no fan of Lewis, it could be argued
that he also shares this concern. In the second book of his
trilogy, 'The Subtle Knife', Pullman's heroine Lyra finds herself
in Cittagazze, a once beautiful city now left desolate, where
packs of lost children roam the streets and adults are
noticeable by their absence. Lyra soon discovers that this is
because in Cittagazze, the onset of adulthood attracts the
Spectres, wraithlike beings from another world who devour the soul l
eaving only zombies in their wake.
Lyra learns that the Spectres first arrived in Cittagazze as a result of
alchemists and natural philosophers having delved deep into the nature
of matter. That Pullman tells us this first happened three hundred years
ago may well be no mere coincidence. In our own world, this would
correspond with the period that some historians have called 'The
Enlightenment' and which was characterised by the rise of scientific
materialism – the view that the universe and the living beings within it
were simply matter moving in obedience to mathematical laws.
This materialistic view of the universe certainly brought many welcome
scientific and medical developments. But with the advent of the Spectres,
Pullman may be suggesting that these benefits came at a price. If our
thoughts, feelings, and sense of self can be reduced to nothing more than
a blind collision of atoms might this not leave us rather like the victims of
the Spectres? Philip Pullman might have loathed the Narnia stories, but in
the pages of 'That Hideous Strength' at least, it may well be that he has a
very unlikely ally.
Dr Kersten Hall,
Visiting Fellow, School of Philosophy, Religion and History of Science,
University of Leeds
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Building Surveys
Baptisms
24 November
Joshua Rowan Hodgson, son of Paul & Rachel Hodgson
Paisley Rae Otley, Daughter of Richard Turner & Toni Otley

RICS Homebuyers
Valuations

Defect Reports

No Weddings or funerals this month

All Hallows Knitting Group
Knitters of all abilities are welcome. I bring
yarn and knitting needles with me if anyone
would like to learn. Experienced knitters can
also bring their own projects. While we stitch
and natter we’ll enjoy a nice cuppa (free of
charge) and if you’re feeling peckish can
enjoy a yummy lunch in the Rainbow Junk
Food Cafe (pay as you feel).
Meet first Friday of the month 11.00 -13.00
Next get together is Fri 6th Dec at 11.00
Any questions please contact Penny Brown
p.melia3@ntlworld.com or 07800 995622.
6
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St Chad’s
2019/20
Parish
Parochial
Church
Council

Rev Hannah Lievesley
Deanery Synod Reps
Churchwarden & Lay Chair
Simon Futers
Churchwarden
Helen Cruickshank
Beverly Leech Askey
Catherine Harper
Christopher Ridgeway

Michael Clark
(Treasurer)
Christopher Armstrong
Julia Baxter
John Bradbrook
Anne Emerton
Alan Futers
Alison Gallant
Nigel Greenwood
Susan Milestone
Helen Steele
(Secretary)
Tim Ward
Mike Willison

Christmas Diary Dates
Sunday 1st December
4.30pm: Lights of Love, Wheatfields
6.30pm: Advent Carol Service

Thursday 20th December
7.30pm: Carols at Victoria Court

Sunday 22nd December
Saturday 14th December
6.30pm:
Service
of Nine Lessons and Carols
10.45am: Carol Singing, Farmers’ Market
11.30am: Churches Together Carols, Arnedale
Wednesday 11th December
6.00pm: Carols at Sainsbury’s
7.00pm: Carols at the Skyrack.

Tuesday 24th December
4.00pm: Christingle Service
11.30pm: Midnight Mass

Tuesday 17th December
7.00pm: Carol Singing, St. James Hospital

Wednesday 25th December
10.00am: Parish Euchar for Christmas Day

26
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Crossley’s Newsagents
41 Otley Road, Headingley LS6 3AB
Celebrating 30 years of serving the people of Headingley and beyond

“We deliver newspapers and magazines to
most parts of Headingley and West Park”
Newsagents

Stationers

Greetings Cards

Medici Cards

Tel: 0113 294 3456
NEW HEADINGLEY CLUB
56 St Michael’s Road LS6 3BG
0113 275 7712

ROOM HIRE
(Price on request)

The club is available for funerals
and celebration of life functions.
Contact steward Les Cartman for

CATERING
AVAILABLE

more info nhctreasurer@live.co.uk
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Snowy Crossword
Clues

Light in the Darkness
24

*Readings*
*Poetry*
*Silence*
A quiet hour for
Advent on the
shortest day
Saturday 21st
December
11am - 12Midday
St Michael
& All Angels
ALL WELCOME
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Getting to know Helen Hudson…

Think Global...Shop Local

So Helen, how did you come to be at St Chads’?
As a child I attended church in Nottingham weekly but
hadn't attended a church regularly since my teens.
When my second child was born I plucked up the courage to try out my local church. It was daunting being
new and at the time there was no creche, but slowly I
felt like one of the family.

The first time I heard your name mentioned it was in connection with lots
and lots of shoeboxes. What’s that about and how did you get involved?
We collect items and fill shoe boxes which are sent to deprived communities
in eastern Europe by Christian charity Blythswood Care. Each box provides essential toiletries, school supplies, warm clothing, and treats to a child, adult or
elderly person. I asked to be more involved only to be told that (after 20
years) Siobhan was keen to step down. I had never run an appeal before, the
first shoebox filling day was terrifying, but I feel it was part of God's plan for
me. Running the appeal reminds me that God is with me as whenever think I
am running out of gloves or pens or whatever, that item turns up!
Is it true that, whilst it’s going on, you dedicate a whole room of your house
to it?Yes! We moved a few years ago and I think God had a hand in the house
as it has an attic room that we don't need at the moment. The appeal never
really stops, I'm always on the look-out for "bargains" suitable for next year's
appeal, and people are always handing me bags of goodies on the school run,
in fact only today I was given a dozen barbie dolls for next year!
You also co-run the Sparklers Sunday Morning Club for the 3-5 yr olds don’t
you? What’s that like?
We’re so lucky at St Chad's, Jan, Nicky and myself work with such lovely families and it’s a privilege to provide their children with a Christian input. Both
Nicky and myself are childminders and Jan ran Girls Brigade for many years, so
the trials and tribulations of little people are normal to us! Having said that it
isn't without its challenges...one week I remember a christening service overrunning and trying to keep 15 children entertained with a very long Simon
Says game! I’m lucky this year to be running all the Sundays in the lead up to
Christmas. I love being able to get out my nativity fancy dress.

Stockist of: Locally sourced bread,
eggs and dairy products, environmentally friendly toiletries and
cleaning products, remedies, supplements, food for special diets and
high quality groceries.

www.naturalfoodstore.coop

0113 278 4944

23 North Lane, Headingley

Weekdays 9am-5.30pm
Saturday 9am-5.00pm
Domestic & Emergency Plumber
Bathroom Installation Specialist
Emergency
Callout 24/7
with no charge
No job too small
Free Quotes
Fully Insured
City and Guilds
Qualified

0113 2260256 or
07886 103287
Cookridge, Leeds
23
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You seem to have a heart for children. What would be your vision for
children and young people at St Chad’s?

We had a wonderful inspiring
service with Worldwide President
Sheran Harper last month with a
full church at Leeds Minster, she
was a wonderful speaker.
December Meetings
Tuesday 3rd December 7.30 pm
Knit & Natter and get together for
Christmas. This will be an opportunity to find out more about MU
Thursday 5th December 2.00 pm
Christmas Reflection - Carol
Singing, seasonal readings and
seasonal refreshments
Further details contact Elizabeth
elizabetheden9@gmail.com 01132787990

As a church community we are able to provide all our young people with a
positive start to their faith journey which remains with them throughout their
entire lives. As a Christian I’ve moved closer and further away from the church
at different times, but the stability of my Christian upbringing has always
steered me in the right direction. I hope we can provide a place where young
people feel inspired to learn about the Bible, then share the Christian ethos
through their deeds, a place where they feel safe and secure enough to ask
the difficult faith questions they may be exploring, and that they associate
Church with having fun.
With my eldest on the cusp of adolescence, I’m particularity keen to see
more opportunities for teenagers to experience the positives of Christian life
during the years when peer pressure can easily turn them off church
attendance. I would like them to feel valued when
they reach the end of our current Sunday clubs. I
think teenagers being given responsibilities within
the Church is important, as is the provision of our
own (or signposting to other Churches') Christian
based youth groups.
Your next project is the Posada isn’t it? What’s that about?
As a way of celebrating the Nativity story in many Hispanic communities,
small figurines of the nativity characters travel around different households
within the community, staying with a different family each night before being
returned to Church on Christmas Eve. Our St Chad's Posada family have been
lovingly hand knitted and are always a hit with the children.
Sounds great! How can people get their names on the list to take part?
Families can sign up to take part by getting in contact with me on 07704
167729 and becoming host to the holy family for a night. Children have an
opportunity to learn more about the Christmas story through playing with the
knitted figures and perhaps using the resources I’ve included. We’re hoping
that families who receive the Posada family might take a photo to share so
the whole congregation can feel involved. With only 24 slots to be filled, this
is always popular, so give me a ring ASAP if you’d like to be involved!
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Tuesday Talks
Leeds & District Association
of the National Trust
Tuesday Talks at
St Chad’s Parish Centre

Tuesday 10th December
“Learning to Drive”

• Malcolm Johnson•
Plus Christmas Music from
Richmond House School
Talks begin at 10.30am with coffee served
from 10am
£4.00 per head.
Refreshments available at 50p.
Talks are open to all

12
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Christmas Card Recycling

GROUPS & ACTIVITIES AT St. MICHAEL'S
Friendship Group 1st Monday of the month in the Parish Hall 2.304,00pm Variable programme of talks etc.
Choir Practices: Thursday 7pm, juniors 6.15-7pm
Wednesday Fellowship Lunch 1st Wednesday of the month
after Communion Service
Bell Ringers Chris Bostock Tel: 226 0469
Rainbows 5-6pm Thurs during term time
st.Michaels.rainbows@gmail.com
Brownies 6-7.30pm Thurs during term time
thstmikesbrownies@gmail.com
Guides 7.30-9pm Thurs during term time hannahbithell@gmail.com
Bible Reading Fellowship Ben Ellis Tel: 07733 157702
Green Group –Luke Verrall Tel: 278 1504
Church Flowers Mrs Glynis Dickson Tel: 228 0772
Sunday Club Karen Gough Tel: 07770 643773
Stage Group Mrs. Janet Lewis Tel: 275 1939
Students & 18+ Group Rebecca Crowson Tel: 07956 312395
Study Groups
Revd. Tony Whatmough Tel: 07731 531211
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This year we are asking everyone at St Chad’s to
recycle their Christmas cards in the green bin
household collections, rather than collecting them
in Church. Cards with shiny print or glitter can’t go
in the green bin so how about recycling them in
children’s craft activities or making gift tags!
Please remove Christmas wreaths from the
churchyard by 4th February 2020.

Many thanks from St Chad’s Green Team

Choir
Outreach

During October, the Choir had been invited to a residential home in
Leeds to provide the residents and friends with a concert of church
music. The composers covered a wide range from the 17th century to
the present and the music an equally large range of styles for the
occasions and seasons in the church’s year.
This was the first time the choir had ‘sung away’ for many years and the
event was thoroughly enjoyed by us all as well as the members of the
audience – so much so that a return visit has been suggested already.
The choir was also delighted to be able to pass over the money we
received for church funds.
Richard Wilson
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World Car free Day North Lane, Headingley
A street fair was held without the noise, pollution and congestion of
traffic when North Lane was closed to traffic on Sunday September
22nd, World Car Free Day. The community embraced a rare opportunity
to talk and wander along the usually busy road, simply enjoying one
another’s company and getting to know one another better.
A range of stalls were set up by environmental and community groups
alongside food, music, entertainment and games for children. The event
was organised by Zero Carbon Headingley with the support of Leeds City
Council and local councillors.
St Michael’s Headingley ensured
that the local churches were
represented. Luke Verrall, leader
of St Michael’s Green Group
together with Canon Bob Shaw
looked after a stall promoting the
event in the context of Creation
tide where passers by were
encouraged to offer their
personal responses on special pledge cards (designed by Glynis Dickson)
in the light of God’s call to be effective stewards of all Creation,
exercising a positive response to the climate crisis that threatens the
whole world.
he stall was manned for 4 hours and over 200 leaflets were distributed
to encourage visits to St Michael’s where the work of the Green Group is
displayed and which offers something of an oasis of calm amidst the
busy A660.
It was a great opportunity to engage with local people and show the
wider church cares deeply about the climate crisis whilst bringing a
message of hope that we can each make a difference.

The deadline for the January Magazine is Monday 6th Jan
Please send your article to stchadsmagazine@hotmail.co.uk
14
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Everyone is invited to join
us at the following events
Saturday 14th December – Carol Singing
10.30am to approx.11.45pm
in aid of Wheatfields at the Arndale Centre
We need volunteers to sing, collect or distribute leaflets .
Coffee and cake will be available across the road at Headingley
Methodist church ( Chapel Street entrance) from 10am to 12noon
18-25th January - Week of Christian Unity
The theme for this will be “Unusual Kindness” based on the story of St
Paul being shipwrecked on Malta (Acts of the Apostles Chapter 27&28)
Chosen and planned by the Christian Churches of Malta.
th

Saturday 18 January - Coffee Morning in aid of Wheatfields
10am to 12.00 noon St Michaels Church Hall. Coffee, Tea, Soft drinks,
Cake and Traidcraft goods
Sunday 19th January – United Service
3.00pm at South Parade Baptist Church,
North Lane.
Ecumenical Get Togethers
During the week there will be several with an opportunity for discussion,
fellowship, reflection and light refreshments! Come to any or all.
Monday 20th January - 1.45pm St Michaels Church Hall
Tuesday 21st January - 10.15am St Urbans RC Church, Grove Lane.
Wednesday 22nd January - 7.00pm Headingley Methodist Church Hall
(Chapel Street Entrance)
For further information please contact Dorothy Gazey 2578868
or Elizabeth Johnson 2787990
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Silver Award for All Hallows!
Massive congratulations to All Hallows who have been
awarded and A Rocha Eco Church SILVER AWARD
Heston reflected on the award stating ”This is super
news- and we'll be strong contenders for gold once the
roof is fixed and we can insulate the building better.”
Helen at A Rocha remarked: "I have checked your survey scores, read all of
your comments - great to hear of your involvement with the Real Junk
Food project - and am delighted to confirm your Silver Award. Well done
to everyone involved in reaching this milestone! Thank you for all of your
efforts so far and every encouragement to you all as a Church as you
continue your efforts to care for God’s earth including, should you choose,
to work towards a Gold Award."
If any of you fab folks would like to join the AH Eco Group, and keep improving our green credentials, please email: katespooner72@gmail.com

Heston on behalf of the All Hallows Eco Group

Scout Award for Andy Wood
Around 17 years ago, the St Chad's Scout Group
were lucky enough to recruit an enthusiastic
parent to help lead the Cub pack. Andy Wood
proved to be a natural and charismatic leader,
who went on to become Scout Leader, and has
given fantastic service to the Group, creating
many memories and providing skills that will
last a lifetime for our young people. It was a
privilege, on behalf of the Chief Scout, to be able
to present Andy with the “Award for Merit" in
recognition of his outstanding service to
Scouting, at November's Remembrance Parade
Service.
David Grindrod, District Commissioner,
North Leeds District Scouts
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When did we start calling it Christmas?
As far as the pre-Reformation church was concerned, the
official name for the feast-day celebrating Christ’s birth
was, of course, in Latin: it was Nativitas Domini, the Nativity
of the Lord. In Anglo-Saxon England clergy would translate
this in sermons, for the benefit of ordinary folk, as drihtnes
gebyrdtid, literally ‘the lord’s birthday’. But cristes mæsse,
which is the origin of our ‘Christmas’, is found in surviving
records from about 1000. By the end of that century we see
it being used even in secular contexts as a completely
unexceptional marker of time, just as we do today (‘before
Christmas’, ‘after Christmas’), so this suggests that cristesmæsse had been in common use in everyday speech for
quite a while, although this is masked by the fact that we
have to rely on surviving written records and in this case,
written records in English rather than in Latin, which was
the commonest language of record and of course the
dominant language for anything to
do with the church.
The elements of the word —
‘Christ’ and ‘mass’ — were
borrowed into Anglo-Saxon from
ecclesiastical Latin, although
Christ, meaning ‘the anointed
one’, was a ultimately a Greek word borrowed into Latin
before it became part of English vocabulary. In the earliest
written occurrences it is clear that they were seen as two
distinct words: cristes mæsse (even though they were
sometimes run together when written). We can tell this
because the first word (cristes) has an ending which
indicates its grammatical relationship to mæsse. So cristes
mæsse was literally ‘Christ’s mass’, or ‘the mass of Christ’.
But the two words soon fused completely, and the –es was
lost, giving the new single word cristmæsse or Christmas.
16

Why did this happen? The surviving documents show that in the
Anglo-Saxon period ordinary people gave their own English names to
those feast-days or seasons of the church that they particularly enjoyed
or that made a noteworthy mark on their lives year by year.
This was not usually a straight translation of the official Latin name for
the feast-day/season. We might guess that the very human story of the
Nativity was something they could identify with. Perhaps too, in an
agricultural society, which often struggled to get through the hardships
of winter, the fact that this feast-day fell just after the winter equinox
meant that it was a moment when one could dare to look forward to
the lengthening of the days and the pleasures of spring, now not so far
away. It was certainly true, as Bede tells us in the early eighth century,
that the Nativity of the Lord was one of those festivals that drew people
to church, even if they were normally rather lax attenders. So what’s
new, we may well ask? It’s this participation and enjoyment that made
them give the name of
‘Christ’s mass’ to the feastday on 25 December, when
they celebrated Jesus’ birth.
A purist would say that all
masses were ‘Christ’s mass’.
But that’s not the point: this
one was special.
Yule is another name the
Anglo-Saxons sometimes use for Christmas, although it’s rare it the
written record, whatever might have been the case in daily life. We
don’t actually know the origin of the word, but the use of ‘Yule’ for the
Christian feast of the Nativity parallels what happened with jól in
Scandinavia, which moved from designating a pagan mid-winter festival
to the mid-winter feast celebrating the birth of Christ, the coming of the
Light of the World.

Joyce Hill
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