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DO YOU NEED A FUNCTION ROOM OR HALL FOR 

A SOCIAL OR BUSINESS EVENT 

 

ST CHADS PARISH CENTRE 
OTLEY ROAD,FAR HEADINGLEY,LEEDS LS16 5JT                        

TEL. 0113 2307665 

PARKING for 70 cars with additional overspill                           

FUNCTION HALL for 250 seated or 200 dancing                             

MEETINGHALL for up to 100 seated or 70 partying                         

COMMITTEE ROOMS for up to 20                                               

LOUNGE BAR for 30 seated with 30 standing                                

KITCHEN with crockery and cutlery for 150 

Come and see our accessible facilities for a wide range of uses , 

to arrange visit or for more information contact Tracey Teasdale 
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Headingley Team Ministry 
 

Team Rector and Vicar of St Michael’s 
Revd. Tony Whatmough - Tel: 274 3238 

Team Vicar and Vicar of St Chad’s  
Revd. Hannah Lievesley  - 0113 2103497 

 

St Chad’s Who’s Who 
Vicar of St Chad’s 

Revd. Hannah Lievesley—0113 2103497 
Churchwardens 

Simon Futers – Tel: 230 0186 
Helen Cruickshank – Tel: 274 1430 

Parish Administrator 
Christine Khullar 

Tel: 274 4322   Email: office@stchads.co.uk 
Opening Times: 9am – 12 noon,  Mon, Tues, Thurs & Fri 

Secretary to the Parochial Church Council 
Helen Steele – Tel: 216 7530 
Organist and Choirmaster 

Richard Wilson – Tel: 266 2823 
Parish Centre Caretaker 

John Mackintosh  
 

St Michael’s Who’s Who 
Vicar of St Michael’s 

Revd. Tony Whatmough – Tel: 274 3238 / 07711 335050 
Assistant Curate 

Revd. Dr Angela Birkin - Tel: 0750 605 6185 
Churchwardens 

Ann Dudzinski – Tel: 07763 305866 
Rebecca Crowson – Tel: 226 4431 

Secretary to the Parochial Church Council 
Alan Parker – Tel: 268 5764 

Honorary Treasurer 
Janet Lewis – Tel: 275 1939 

Director of Music 
TBC 
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This month’s editorial team 

Sub Editor Andy Freeth, supported by                     

Helen Cruickshank and Tony Whatmough 
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Trust and Patience: Looking for Opportunities in the Face of Disappointment 

Preached by Rory D. Sellgren, PhD at St Michael and All Angels Church (Headingley) 

Third Sunday of Advent, 15 December 2019 

This is Gaudete Sunday—and what an absolute joy it is for this opportunity to address 
you all once again! It’s been two years since I was last in Leeds. I am overjoyed to be 
here for the completion of my degree and for the opportunity to spend time with 
friends I dearly love and miss. Those who have known me since I started this journey in 
September 2013 know that there have been smooth bits and not-so-smooth bits. To be 
honest, finding something to be joyful about at each length of the journey has not   
always been easy.  

The theme for this reflection is the virtues of trust and patience. These are virtues 
which, I’m sure, each of us have struggled with at some point. Advent and Christmas 
are filled with opportunities to exercise trust and patience. Trust that whatever needs 
we have will be met, and patience for these needs to be met. But that’s the               
rose-coloured definition isn’t it? What’s the reality? 

I confess that in this last year, my capacity to trust and be patient have been pushed to 
their utmost limit. Despite the joy that comes with finishing my degree, there have 
been moments of extreme disappointment, apprehension, and even depression. In the 
midst of these ups and downs, how does one find the capacity to trust or be patient? 
There’s no sense in denying that the last decade has made us feel more disconnected 
and polarized than we have in a long time. Our politicians feel out of touch, our world 
leaders and business CEOs seem to be acting out of their own self-interests, and even 
trying to find common ground with friends and family seems more like a chore than 
anything else. 

While it feels good to grumble against the powers, and election results, that be, James 
5, verses 9 and 10, tells us: ‘Beloved, do not grumble against one another, so that you 
may not be judged. See, the Judge is standing at the doors! (10) As an example of 
suffering and patience, beloved, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the 
LORD’. It’s hard to argue with that logic. Who are we to grumble when there have been 
others who have suffered far worse and for far longer—John the Baptist is an excellent 
example. And of all the prophets, John would have more justification to grumble 
against others than most considering his violent and humiliating end at the hands of 
the powers that be. I’ll ask you to forgive me for taking the liberty of substituting the 
word ‘suffering’ from verse 10 for the word ‘trust’ to make a point. Despite all the     
polarization, the lying politicians and campaign promises, and even the all too frequent 
early morning stream of vile tweets—we are each of us presented with an important 
opportunity to exercise trust and patience in God, in ourselves, and in each other.  
Right now, at this very moment, there is a resistance moving taking shape. Resistance 
to hate, to lies, and to depression. Where one door closes, several more open. I am 
speaking from personal experience. 



 

 

Michael Kirkby  

Painter & Decorator 

01924 401 210  

07985 394 297 

NEED A WINDOW  

Professional window 

cleaning 

UPVC frames &       

conservatories 

Guttering 

Homes, Shops, offices 

CLEANER? 

FREE  

ESTIMATES 

 * NO VAT *  

WORK  

GUARANTEED 

 

Professional 

PLASTERER 

All      

Household 

Joinery 

0113 295 0696 

No job too small 

Contact Terry on: 

info@tfwindowcleaning.co.uk 

07412 591976 or 

01132363083 

STEVEN CROMACK 

JOINER 
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Call Martin Cooke     

For a quote on  

07756 906 916 

One of my favorite theological movies is                
Evan Almighty—it’s the sequel to Bruce Almighty for 
those who may be familiar with the title. The plot is 
a modern-day Noah’s Ark tale in which a horribly 
pompous and self-important U.S. Congressman is 
recruited by God to build an ark because there will 
be another flood. It takes a bit of cajoling, but he 
eventually yields to God’s Will. One might think 
that’s the point of the film—the proud man is made humble and grows in faith to 
a loving and trusting relationship with the Lord. But that only happens less than 
half-way through the film; which means, that’s not the moral of the story.         
Theologically speaking, the most important moments in the film comes when the 
wife—deeply and justifiably put out by her husband’s obsession with building his 
ark and forsaking his political career and all the worldly trappings to come with 
it—takes their children and leaves him. What I adore about this movie is when the 
wife meets God who disguises himself as a waiter and listens to her grumbling. He 
then puts her on the spot regarding the necessity of prayer: it’s a misconception, 
he says, that God gives people what they pray for. That’s Father Christmas… and 
God is definitely not Father Christmas. Instead, God responds to prayers by 
granting opportunities to those who ask the Lord for help.  

God explains to the wife that he doesn’t make people brave when they pray for 
courage; rather, he gives them the opportunity to be brave. More pointedly, God 
doesn’t give us patience, he gives us opportunities to be patient. Likewise, God 
won’t give us the capacity to trust others or even God’s self. Rather, God will give 
us the opportunity to act on our trust and faith in God. And as for the ark itself, it’s 
really not about a large boat her husband is building—it’s about what the ark 
stands for: an Act of Random Kindness. A.R.K. That’s how were are to     survive 
the second flood—not praying to God to help us, but praying to God and seeking 
out the opportunities to help others. 

My dear siblings in Christ, we are in an important transition point between Advent 
and Christmas; between the old year and the new year—indeed, between the end 
of one decade and the beginning of another. 2020 is around the corner if it hasn’t 
already begun. I do love and adore the Autumn and Winter, but it is the start of 
the New Year that stirs within me the desire to be deeply refreshed and satisfied. 
As contentious as 2020 has the potential to be, there are a whole new set of     
opportunities awaiting us: to be kind, to show mercy, to act and speak with            
compassion, to listen with empathy. To trust and be patient. This is not an         
endorsement of one party or ideology over another. This is a call to service, to 
God and to others. 
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REUPHOLSTERY 

FRENCHPOLISHING 

REPAIRS 

www.abbeyupholstery.co.uk 

0113 267 5483 
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DOYLE ROOFING &                          

PROPERTY MAINTANENCE 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED                        

Insurance Work Welcome                                  

For a Friendly,  Reliable Service                       

Contact Mr Doyle                                            

Tel (0113)2740526  Mob 07761 704876 

Slating, Tiling, Guttering,                 

UPVC Facias, Soffitts & Gutters                        

Chimneys lowered and Repointed  

Velux Windows                                          

Flat Roofing                                                  

Built up felt                                                    

Building Work                                              

Rubber Roofing                                               

Full House Repointing 

5  

It is hard to be patient in the face of so much adversity, especially when the challenges of 
this world seem insurmountable and frequent. It is exhausting to be outraged by the         
actions of the selfish and cold-hearted. James 5 has an answer for this as well in verses 7 and 
8: just as the ‘farmer waits for the precious crop from the earth, be patient with it until it 
receives the early and late rains. You also must be patient. Strengthen your hearts, for the 
coming of the LORD is near’. As I mentioned earlier, Evan Almighty is one of my favorite  
theological movies. I don’t believe God will strengthen my heart if I pray for it; but I do     
believe the Lord will grant me the opportunity 
for my heart to be strengthened by the         
advocacy I see others do (and are already     
doing!—for the poor, for the hungry, for the 
disenfranchised, and even for the                  
environment. I do not believe that God will 
make me patient in the face of the perpetual 
Game of Thrones-esque manoeuvres our two 
governments seem to deploy. I do believe God 
will grant me the opportunity to exercise patience whilst wait for political, social, and local 
heroes to make themselves known. Indeed, I’ve already seen them right here in Headingley.  

Where shall we start then? I would suggest we look to the prophets: John the Baptist, whose 
devotion and faith prompted Christ himself to speak so highly of him in Matthew 11: ‘(10) 
This is the one about whom it is written, “See I am sending my messenger ahead of you, who 
will prepare your way before you”. (11) Truly I tell you, among those born of woman no one 
has arisen greater than John the Baptist; yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater 
than he’. I also suggest we take seriously Isaiah 35, who promises that even in the midst of 
our worldly mess: ‘(8) A highway shall be there, and it shall be called the Holy Way; the    
unclean shall not travel on it, but it shall be for God’s people; no traveler, not even fools, 
shall go astray. (9) No lion shall be there, nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; they 
shall not be found there, but the redeemed shall walk there’. In other words, evil has its path 
to tread, and we have ours. More importantly—we have the opportunity to encourage,   
invite, and (hopefully) convert a few more to our side along our way. Remember: A.R.K.—
Acts of Random Kindness—are opportunities! 

Brace yourselves now, dear siblings in Christ, in the knowledge that God always has been, 
currently is, and always will be in complete control. Consider the situation you are in cur-
rently and think on it reflectively. Think on what you asked for the last time you prayed to 
God. What opportunities is God making available to you? God may not have granted you the 
results that you had hoped for—then again, that’s not God’s job! Whatever comes next is 
God’s answer to you and it is an opportunity; to be honest, to be merciful, to be kind, to  
listen with empathy, to seek understanding. Most important of all: it is an opportunity for 
trust and patience. May the God of all bless and keep each and every one of us for the road 
ahead. In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

mailto:info@abbeyupholstery.co.uk
tel:01132675483


 

 

 

Building Surveys 

RICS Homebuyers 

Valuations 

Defect Reports 
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LCI Book Club 
Healing Agony
by Stephen Cherry
A book club for theological books. We meet to 
discuss a particular title and eat together.

In this powerful book, Stephen Cherry focuses on 
forgiveness in relation to ‘shattering’ experiences 
such as torture and bereavement due to murder. In 
this way he reflects on Christian understandings and 
practices of forgiveness in the most demanding 
contexts. 

Marina Cantacuzino, Director of The Forgiveness 
Project says, ‘I have been exposed to many theories 
and analyses on the meaning of forgiveness, but 
nothing has been presented to me with such clarity 
and eloquence as Healing Agony.

Tuesday 28th January
Leeds Church Institute

20 New Market Street 
(Opposite The Corn 

Exchange), Leeds, LS1 6DG
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Saying Yes to Life, written by Ruth Valerio, 
expected release February 2020.

The book offers an opportunity to look at our 
everyday decisions and how they impact the lives 
of millions of people around the world. We are 
part of creation, made in the image of God and 
entrusted to look after all that God has made. We 
are called to share in the joy and creativity of God 
in making a difference for good. The book draws 
on the days of creation in relating themes of light, 
water, land, the seasons, other creatures and 
humankind. It promises to lead us reflectively 
through Lent at this time of climate and ecological 
crisis towards the resurrection hope that we may 
actively embrace matters of environmental and 
social concern.

Available online and in all good book stores from 
February 2020
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St Chad’s 
2019/20 

Parish 
Parochial 
Church 
Council

Rev Hannah Lievesley

Deanery Synod Reps

Churchwarden & Lay Chair

Simon Futers    

Churchwarden

Helen Cruickshank

Beverly Leech Askey 

Catherine Harper

Christopher Ridgeway

Michael Clark 
(Treasurer)

Julia Baxter

John Bradbrook

Anne Emerton

Alan Futers

Alison Gallant

Nigel Greenwood

Susan Milestone

Helen Steele 
(Secretary)

Tim Ward

Mike Willison

Do you like fresh 
air? Have you got a 
couple of hours to 
spare? Come and 
join us in St Chads 
churchyard for the 
2020 work parties
Third Saturday of 
the month from 

March to November. 
Next party is  
21st March

No experience 
required and tools 

are provided

Sessions           
10.00 - 12.00 am



 

 

 
NEW HEADINGLEY CLUB  

56 St Michael’s Road LS6 3BG                           

0113  275 7712                                                

The club is available for funerals 

and celebration of life functions. 

Contact steward Les Cartman for 

more info nhctreasurer@live.co.uk 

ROOM HIRE 

(Price on request) 

CATERING  

AVAILABLE 

 

Tel: 0113 294 3456 

Crossley’s Newsagents 
41 Otley Road, Headingley LS6 3AB 

Celebrating 30 years of serving the people of Headingley and beyond 

“We deliver newspapers and magazines to 

most parts of Headingley and West Park” 

Newsagents    Stationers    Greetings Cards   Medici Cards 
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St Michaels Stage Groups’ Rumpelstiltskin

Thursday 13th Feb at 7.30pm
Friday 14th Feb at 7.30pm

Saturday 15th Feb at 2.30pm and 7.30pm.
Headingley Parish Hall

Adults £6 Children £4
For tickets please call 

0113 2751939

Diary of a church dog
This is my first entry as the official canine reporter for The Headingley Team.  My 
mum tells me that there used to be a regular item called Diary of a Church Mouse 
so my intent is to continue in that strain with little tales and anecdotes from my 
perspective as one of the dogs attending church in the team. 

I love my Sunday mornings at church and in particular I love to sing along but 
mummy says I am not allowed to sing the whole service but she does let me have a 
go in the last hymn. My singing is spontaneous I often burst into song at home but 
in particular I love the rhythm of hymns. I know when the last hymn is coming 
because the choir pass me and when I check with mummy, she then lets me ‘go’. 

I especially love coming to church and seeing all my friends who I greet most 
effusively. My tail wags when anyone speaks to me, I love people, I can sometimes 
get a bit too OTT in my greetings but that is just because I love everyone. My 
special friend is a little girl who sits with me every week, some days there are a 
whole row of children sitting with me and that is just brilliant because when I read 
my Bible, I learned that Jesus also loved little children. We are all part of God’s 
creation and we all have our place just because they are children and I am a dog 
does not mean we are any less than the grown ups who put envelopes on the plate 
every week. We all share God’s plan and I know that my place is to watch and 
observe the goings on. To greet everyone as a friend and to raise my voice to my 
God in praise. 

I will be keeping my eye on things and reporting back to you here.

TJ Lewis
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Domestic & Emergency Plumber 

 
Bathroom Installation Specialist 

Emergency 

Callout 24/7 

with no charge 

No job too small 

Free Quotes  

Fully Insured 

City and Guilds 

Qualified 

0113 2260256 or 

07886 103287 
Cookridge, Leeds 

Stockist of: Locally sourced bread, 
eggs and dairy products, environ-

mentally friendly toiletries and 
cleaning products, remedies, supple-

ments, food for special  diets and 
high quality groceries. 

www.naturalfoodstore.coop 

0113 278 4944             
23 North Lane, Headingley      

Weekdays 9am-5.30pm        

Saturday 9am-5.00pm 

Think Global...Shop Local The Tree of Peace 
 

St Michael’s is an        
Inclusive church, which 
means it welcomes     
everyone. It even copes 
with me. You see, I’m 
into . . . “Peace”. So 
much so that I chair the 
trustees of the Peace 
Museum in Bradford. 
We’ve more than seven 
thousand artefacts that relate to peace. Amazingly, one of the most 
important peace artefacts in Yorkshire is in St Michael’s! Let me      
explain. 
 

We all know the Original Oak is a pub. The original original oak was a 
tree, obviously. To my astonishment, I recently discovered it was 
once in the care of an ancestor in my extended family. Joseph    
Machill - my third great uncle - was a surgeon who lived briefly at 
“Oak Cottage, Far Headingley”, at the end of the 1860s. (Far       
Headingley, previously known as Headingley Moor, started at St 
Michael’s.) Oak Cottage was the corner house at the junction of Otley 
Road and what we now know as Shire Oak Road – where the old 
Midland Bank building is currently for sale. The earliest photographs, 
from the late nineteenth century, show the cottage with its front  
garden wall enclosing the old oak. By the end of the century the wall 
had come down and the oak was in a more public space. 
 

What made the oak special was that for hundreds of years it had 
been the focal point for regional government. The Skyrack (another 
pub!) region, or wapentake, covered the area between the Aire and 
the Wharfe, from Keighley and Ilkley in the west, to the current A1 in 
the east.  

mailto:info@abbeyupholstery.co.uk


 

 

 

 
 

 
Happy new year to all. By the time you read this we will have taken 
part in the Wave of Prayer where we have half an hour of prayer to 

pray for     ourselves and the world.  We are also saying Midday pray-
ers at Leeds   Minster on Tuesday 21st January at 12 noon this last 

about 10minutes.  
 

Our February meetings are: 
Tuesday 4th February—Knit & natter at 7.30 in parish centre  

Thursday 13th February—AGM when we review what has happened 
in the last year and look forward to this years program. 

 

World Day of Prayer (a women led, global, ecumenical movement)  
March 6th at 2pm in Headingley Methodist  

The service theme has been prepared by women of Zimbabwe  
 

Rise! Take Your Mat and Walk  

Further details contact Elizabeth                                                
elizabetheden9@gmail.com 01132787990 
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According to the Domesday book, there were 82 settlements in 
the Skyrack wapentake, and Headingley was at the centre. Which 
means that the oak was the meeting place for people from across 
the wapentake. Weapons would be crashed against each other 
as a sign of agreement. For centuries, the oak was the place of 
assembly, local government, decision-making, good order, the 
settling of disputes; in short, the oak was a place and symbol of 
peace.  
  

The last remnants of the oak           
collapsed in the 1940s, and all that 
remains at street level is a battered 
plaque in the pub wall. Nearby, a 
new tree braves the polluted air of 
Headingley Lane. But some of the 
original wood was retained; the      
famous mouse-carver Thompson of 
Kilburn took the largest piece and 
carved the most beautiful Madonna 
and Child, which is now a focal point 
for     adoration, prayer and spiritual peace in St Michael’s Lady 
Chapel. It is all that remains of a West Riding oak tree that was 
peace symbol for hundreds of years. It is more than an historic 
artefact. It draws us now into the peace of God, to reflect on the 
birth of the Prince of Peace, and his questioning, justice-
proclaiming mother.  
 

The Headingley oak was a gathering place for people over       
centuries. We continue to gather, at St Michael’s, rooted in the 
peace of the past, inspired by the peace of the Lord, and        
committed to continuing the work of peace in this place. 
 

Clive Barrett 

Robert 'Mouseman' Thompson        
in his workshop 
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Tuesday Talks
Leeds & District Association                                 

of the National Trust

Tuesday Talks at                                          

St Chad’s Parish Centre

Tuesday 14th January
“Meet the Butler”

• Chris Cade a.k.a. the butler at 
Brodsworth Hall•

Pease bring spare change for the 
Traidcraft fair

Talks begin at 10.30am with coffee served 
from 10am

£4.00 per head. 

Refreshments available at 50p.

Talks are open to all



 

 

GROUPS & ACTIVITIES AT St. MICHAEL'S  
 

Friendship Group 1st Monday of the month in the Parish Hall 2.30-
4,00pm Variable programme of talks etc.  

 
Choir Practices: Thursday 7pm, juniors 6.15-7pm 

 
Wednesday Fellowship Lunch 1st Wednesday of the month                                  

after Communion Service 
 

Bell Ringers Chris Bostock Tel: 226 0469  
Rainbows 5-6pm Thurs during term time 

st.Michaels.rainbows@gmail.com  
Brownies 6-7.30pm Thurs during term time                   

thstmikesbrownies@gmail.com  
Guides 7.30-9pm Thurs during term time hannahbithell@gmail.com 

Bible Reading Fellowship Ben Ellis Tel: 07733 157702 
Green Group –Luke Verrall Tel: 278 1504 

Church Flowers Mrs Glynis Dickson Tel: 228 0772  
Sunday Club Karen Gough Tel: 07770 643773  
Stage Group Mrs. Janet Lewis Tel: 275 1939 

Students & 18+ Group Rebecca Crowson Tel: 07956 312395 
Study Groups 

Revd. Tony Whatmough Tel: 07731 531211 

13  20 



 

 

19  14 

Final News from the Marshalls who were in Malta 
As you may know by now, we have left Malta and have moved back to the 

UK even though this was started in all the messiness of packing the house 

and saying goodbyes. 

It seems like just the other day we were arriving in Malta: Doug by car with 

trailer, Jacqui and kids by air. It was early August, hot and muggy. After our 

planned accommodation fell through, we settled in Zebbug. We later 

moved to Mosta. Now we are living in Glasgow, Scotland. I remember those 

early days, being displaced and without a fixed home, and yet I did not feel 

drawn to make any comparison with those whom we were here to help. 

Their plight is often unrelenting.  Being displaced is really difficult, both 

physically and psychologically. 

In the five years we were in Malta, much changed. Arbitrary detention on 

arrival for asylum seekers was done away with, and yet surreptitiously    

implemented again in recent months. The government introduced its first 

integration programme, following several ‘high-loss-of-life' ship sinkings, in 

2015, and many people have arrived looking for a safer life. All these things 

have made a tapestry, with some brilliant spots of colour and workmanship, 

stains of disappointment and the frayed brokenness of nihilism. This is an 

end of a chapter in our lives and work. It has been a great chapter; it has 

been almost a book in itself. 

It takes a country to welcome refugees, but in the absence of that, a     

handful of good people are working hard to do just that. It has been a    

privilege to meet many people, cut from different cloths, yet drawn into 

serving the seeking and displaced.  

Our work in Malta took many forms, having been involved with English  

classes, starting an information office (which has subsequently gone from 

strength to strength under the new leaders), connecting and accompanying 

people, information sharing and much more that happens in short           

conversations and chance meetings. We long to see Malta, and Europe as a  

 

Friday 17th January
Burns’ Supper in the Parish Hall 7.30pm      

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity

Saturday 18th January 
Coffee Morning, St. Michael’s Hall 10-12

Sunday 19th January 
United Service, South Parade Baptist Church 3pm 

NB No evensong at St. Michael’s

Monday 20th January
Ecumenical Get Together: 1.45pm St. Michael’s Hall

Tuesday 21st January
Ecumenical Get Together 10.15 St. Urbans

Wednesday 22nd January 
Ecumenical Get Together 7pm Headingley Methodist Church

Upcoming Events

Clues
Transport Crossword
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18-25th January - Week of Christian Unity 
The theme for this will be “Unusual Kindness” based on the story of St 
Paul being shipwrecked on Malta (Acts of the Apostles Chapter 27&28) 

Chosen and planned by the Christian Churches of Malta.  
 

Saturday 18th January -  Coffee Morning in aid of Wheatfields 
10am to 12.00 noon St Michaels Church Hall. Coffee, Tea, Soft drinks, 

Cake and Traidcraft goods 
 

Sunday 19th January – United Service 
3.00pm at South Parade Baptist Church, North Lane.  

 

Ecumenical Get Togethers 
During the week there will be several with an opportunity for discus-

sion, fellowship, reflection and light refreshments! 
Come to any or all.  

 

Monday 20th January - 1.45pm St Michaels Church 
Hall  

Tuesday 21st January - 10.15am St Urbans RC Church, Grove Lane.  
Wednesday 22nd January - 7.00pm Headingley Methodist Church Hall 

(Chapel Street Entrance) 

 
For further information please contact                                      

Dorothy Gazey 2578868 or Elizabeth Johnson 2787990 

Everyone is invited to join 
us at the following events 

The deadline for the January Magazine is Monday 20th Jan    

Please send your article to stchadsmagazine@hotmail.co.uk 

whole, to not only be much more welcoming of refugees, but more willing to       

engage in the fullness of the gospel in ending injustice. Unfortunately, it seems   

refugees are      assumed to always occupy a less-just place in the fabric of the world 

– the word  itself is a categorisation. 

This world is changing rapidly and not necessarily for the better. Europe, North 

America and numerous other places are hardening against the refugee plight,      

because of xenophobia, fascism and other fear-induced pathologies. I have seen 

how people of faith make a difference and how spiritual communities can be a  

sanctuary in these times of upheaval. Despite the many negatives all around, I also 

see how new beginnings, collaborations and initiatives are being formed in these 

tough times and am reminded how often suffering can be a teacher of joy and how    

suffering with others can forge strong bonds. 

Transition for us has been bumpy, but not without fruit. It makes me realise how 

specialised our work has been, and the place it has made in our lives. Jacqui is now 

studying a PGDE at Strathclyde University, and will look to teach high school physics 

from the next year. She is currently on placement until the end of 2019.  

The kids have settled well into their new primary school and Doug is currently      

looking at various work options. What is next, we don’t exactly know. We feel it will 

be a big change, but what exactly, is unknown. 

We hope that you will continue to follow and support the work of CMS and their 

mission partners, and continue to bless them in the way that you have blessed us. 

We would like to thank everyone who has been with us on this journey and for the 

support you have given. Thank you for hosting us at church services, morning teas, 

afternoon cafes, drama evenings and garden lunches.  

 

Richest blessings to you all in Christ, 

 

Doug, Jacqui, Ethan and Chloe. 
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Imagining the Magoi 

What did the magoi look like on your Christmas cards? Riding 
camels over distant dunes? Humbly approaching the Christ-child 
in the manger? Richly dressed? Exotically foreign? Decidedly 
‘eastern’? Were they differentiated in any way, for example by 
one of them being black, or by   varying in age? Bearing gifts, 
often in elaborate caskets? Always three, though, and occasion-
ally even named:       Caspar, Balthasar and Melchior. Where 
does all this come from? 

The story of their coming is told only in Matthew’s gospel, where 
they are called magoi. It’s a word that occurs elsewhere in the 
bible, and is usually translated as 
‘magician’. Here, though, this 
rather disparaging term is    
avoided and it is instead          
rendered as ‘wise men’. These 
are clearly ‘good magoi’! The 
gospel specifies their costly gifts 
which, in light of the Christian 
belief about the nature of the 
child who has been born, bear symbolic and prophetic meaning: 
gold signifying kingship, frankincense signifying priesthood, and 
myrrh signifying death. But we are not actually told that there 
were three of them. That’s an assumption based on the            
reference to three categories of gift. As for their names, these 
first appear in texts from the sixth century, although Caspar,   
Balthasar and Melchior are special to Western Christendom. 
Other traditions have different names and even different      
numbers of ‘wise men’, sometimes as many as twelve. 

It’s clear that the story is told in Matthew to demonstrate that 
Jesus’ birth fulfilled a biblical prophecy. This is found in Micah 
chapter 5, v. 2 and is quoted in Matthew chapter 2, v. 6. 
Matthew’s narrative embodiment of the prophecy,  directed at 
his Jewish audience, will doubtless have generated the            

assumption that, coming from east of Judaea and being  
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interested in interpreting heavenly bodies, the magoi were             
Zoroastrians from Persia — a  religion and a region and where the 
study of the stars flourished. Of course, getting to Judaea from there 
would involve crossing  deserts, so the camels which we see in art 
are a logical elaboration. But there is nothing in the gospel to        
suggest that they were imagined as kings. That’s a much later       
creative development, as is their portrayal which distinguishes them 
by age and ethnicity.  

What has happened over the centuries 
is that this powerfully  symbolic story, 
which makes a point about the nature 
of the  Christ-child, has had its             
symbolism imaginatively heightened, 
so that the initial ‘epiphany’ or 
‘manifestation’ of the Christ-child is 
represented visually in Christian art as being to   gentiles from 
around the world the magoi) as well as to Jews (the shepherds), to 
rich (the magi) as well as to poor (the shepherds), and to young and 
old (often shown in the portrayal of the shepherds as well as the  
magi). So the Christmas cards work well, if you know the symbolism, 
despite the fact that the details are mostly non-biblical.  

What is ‘wrong’ with the standard depictions is that the visit is 
shown as taking place in a stable very soon after the birth. In 
Matthew the magoi enter a house; and if Herod ordered all children 
under two in Bethlehem to be killed, that implies a considerable 
time-delay before the magi arrived at Herod’s court to ask about the 
new child-king. But we should not worry too much about these     
discrepancies since the story functions not as a piece of historical 
rapportage but rather as a narrative intended to convey symbolic 
meaning. It is this important symbolic dimension that has been 
strengthened, very effectively, by the artistic imagination.    

Joyce Hill 


