
Around and about  
Suddenly there are more birds around.         
Recently I saw 5 wood pigeons, 5 blackbirds 
and 4 blue tits on my fat falls. AD’s had come 
off the hook (a squirrel?) so two blackbirds  

and a jay were having a feast on the ground. I can hear but not see 
goldfinches next door. We also have at least four squirrels. On the way 
home from Yeadon via “Stane Ends” I saw 5 kites and 
later on , one hovering near “Cookridge Court” residential 
home on the way to Grove Park care home. There were 
some noisy sparrows in a hedge and I’ve heard greater 
spotted woodpeckers calling. GD still holds the record for 
the most starlings in her garden (13). Any more multi-
sightings ? (Feral pigeons excluded).                                                      Jenny Wren 

 

‘St Chad, patron of medicinal wells’. I read 
this recently and remembered I had been 
with St Chad’s in 1967 on a pilgrimage to 
Lichfield and recalled seeing a well.     
                                                        

                                        Mary Duffty 

The deadline for articles for the April              
edition is:  Monday 27 March 

Up and coming Traidcraft Stall date        
at St Chad’s after the 9.30am service 

 

                  Sunday 19 March 

Women's World Day of Prayer service 

Friday 3 March, 2pm  

Headingley St Columba URC                            

'Am I Being Unfair to You?'        

For more information visit WWDP website 
www.wwdp.org.uk 

“From the Registers” 
 

Baptisms at St Chad’s 
19 February   Liliandra Chloe Emily Schofield 

26 February  Hedley Richard Milne Smith 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Funeral at St Chad’s 
17 February    Rachel Clare Watson 

A photo from the confirmation last month at St Chad’s 
(from left to right): Leanne Hawthorne, Tom Hawthorne, 

Bishop Paul Slater, John Bradbrook and Juliette James 

 

 

Elegy written in a suburban house,          
15 February 2017 

 

Ill fares the Church 
To layfolks great dismay 
When Clerks and Laity 

Combine to betray 
Two thousand years of faith. 

Let priests reflect 
That stipends and pensions 

Both are at risk. 
Bishops stand fast,  

Decline to consecrate! 
 

R. Bruce 

Captain D Phillip Hirsch VC  

Further to the article in the last magazine 
and feedback received since then we now 
have considerably more information based 
on research into the life of Captain Hirsch, 
not least that he was known to family and 
friends as Pip. We will publish this in the 
April edition of the magazine. 

At 12 noon on Thursday 27 April we will unveil a com-
memorative stone at the St Chad’s War Memorial dedicated 
to his memory. The ceremony will include an overview of 
Pip’s life and the formal citation. All wishing to attend are     
encouraged to be at the Church by 11.45am in time for 
the procession from the Church to the War Memorial.  

Representing St Michael’s Headingley 

and St Chad’s Far Headingley 

 March 2017 60p 

When someone moves to a new parish, there are the inevita-
ble job descriptions giving information about the parish. One 
thing that came as a surprise on moving to Headingley was 
the St Michael’s Stage Group with a long history of putting on 
pantos in January to help disperse the winter blues. This year 

their pianist was ill, and Janet Lewis 
asked me if I would like to stand in. As 
members of the Group know, she is our 
benign dictator. When Janet asks, how 
can one refuse?   

 

I had been trained as a classical musician, playing all the right 
notes at the right time. There is room for creativity but general-
ly playing what is put in front of you. Not so with  panto. Musi-
cians have to keep an eye on the stage, adding extra bars if 
the action is still going on, or cutting things short if the action 
is faster. Then there are all the ways that each performance 
changes depending on the reaction of the audience. I relied 
on guitarist Tom Herbert to give me a nudge when things went 
in an unexpected direction.  
 

A friend of mine said that life is like performing jazz. Playing 
jazz requires skill and musicianship and a good memory. It  
also needs courage.  All the performers need to be responsive 
to each other, picking up leads, able to adapt when performers 
go off piste, and reacting to the audience.  
 

Living our lives is like that too. There is no script for life. In all 
situations, we need to rely on our innate sense of rhythm and 
timing, not being afraid of departing from the script.  As sadly 
the General Synod failed to do over the issue of LGBTI people 
and the church. 

And that was the life of Jesus. He responded to human need 
with compassion rather than sticking to the expected script. 
He embraced all sorts and conditions of people, giving place 
of honour to those who were beyond the pale. He improvised 
stories to enchant and to teach. Probably much of his teaching 
was sung rather than spoken with solemnity in church. 
 

In living life on the hoof, improvising as he went, throwing out 
aphorisms to confuse and enchant, he taught about Christian 
living. We never quite know what life is going to throw at us. 
None of us live a straight line from cradle to grave. No one 
lives their lives as a soloist—we have to be creative, reacting 
to events and to each other.  
 

We interact with others throughout our lives, and sometimes 
we will find ourselves playing all the right notes, but not neces-
sarily in the right order" (Eric Morecambe). Well, someone did 
say that ‘All the World’s a Stage.’  
And someone else, that ‘Life’s a 
Cabaret.’ Even St Paul got into the 
spirit by suggesting that we should 
all be fools for Christ’s sake. 
 

That same friend, preaching at my ordination, said that 
preachers are God’s fools, God’s clowns. In the church there 
always have to be clowns. So, come on, on with the motley. 

 

      Revd Tony Whatmough, Team Rector,     

      Headingley Team Ministry 
 

Apologies that the parish magazine in this format again - 
my computer packed up last week. Hopefully we will be 
back to the full version in April. Oh yes we will…  Ed. 

On with the Motley! 

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=https://ediblematters.files.wordpress.com/2013/12/images.jpg&imgrefurl=https://ediblematters.wordpress.com/2013/12/13/profiling-the-ethical-consumer-part-1/&h=206&w=244&tbnid=JwVZq-3xqS47cM:&docid=4oJk9bWG6tPYIM&ei=3
http://www.wwdp.org.uk/
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAgQjRwwAGoVChMI74Tm5cTvxgIVaPxyCh13dw2a&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.snipview.com%2Fq%2FSt_Chad's_Church%2C_Far_Headingley&ei=qPevVe-QKej4ywP37rXQCQ&psig=AFQjCNF6biJBeN4yriLGyQY3cWIg2hyxcQ&u


Church Calendar, March 2017 
Date Time Services 

Sunday 5th 
 

Lent 1 
 
 

 

8:00am 
9:30am 

 

12 noon 

6:30pm 

Holy Communion at St Chad’s 
St Chad’s Patronal Festival          
at St Chad’s, followed by walk 
Holy Communion at St Michael’s        
Choral Evensong, both churches 
- healing ministry at St Michaels  

Sunday 12th 
 

Lent 2 
 

 

8:00am 
9:30am 

10:00am 
12 noon 
6:30pm 
8:00pm 

Holy Communion at St Chad’s 
Parish Praise at St Chad’s  
Parish Communion, St Michael’s 
Holy Communion at St Michael’s 
Choral Evensong, both churches 
Worship on the Edge at St Chad’s 

Sun 19th 

 

Lent 3 
 

 

8:00am 
9:30am 

10:00am 
12 noon 
6:30pm 

Holy Communion at St Chad’s 
Parish Communion at St Chad’s  

Parish Communion, St Michael’s 
Holy Communion at St Michael’s 
Choral Evensong, both churches 

Sunday 26th 
 

Mothering 
Sunday 

 

NB Clocks 
change 

8:00am 
9:30am 

10:00am 
12 noon 
6:30pm 

Holy Communion at St Chad’s 
Parish Communion at St Chad’s 
Parish Communion, St Michael’s 
Holy Communion at St Michael’s 
Choral Evensong, both churches 

The Pauline Epistles 

Lent was traditionally a period for teaching believers about 
the basics of the faith. This year I’ve decided to write about 
the earliest books of the New Testament: the Pauline Epis-
tles. We don’t know exactly when they were written: AD 
dating wasn’t invented until the sixth century.  

Fortunately the Pauline texts are epistles (Latin epistula, 
‘letter’), from classical times and have a standard opening 
identifying the sender: ‘From such-and-such to so-and-so, 
greeting’. Of course, this can be dressed up a bit, as with 
the opening of Philippians: ‘From Paul and Timothy, serv-
ants of Christ Jesus, to all those of God’s people, incorpo-
rate in Christ Jesus, who live at Philippi, including their 
bishops and deacons: Grace to you and peace from God 
our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ’. 

Paul’s name stands in this way at the head of the thirteen 
New Testament books immediately following the four Gos-
pels and the book of Acts. This pride of place, after the ac-
counts of Jesus’ life and the establishment of the early 
church, reflects the importance of this early body of Chris-
tian writing.  

However, the association with Paul’s name does not mean 
that he really wrote all of them. It was common enough for 
texts that were felt to be important to be confirmed in that 
status by being attributed to authors of suitable standing. 
We should not think of this negatively but rather as a seal 
of approval, an accepted recognition of value.  

As far as the so-called Pauline Epistles are concerned, 
Paul is widely thought not to be the author of I and II Timo-
thy, Titus and Ephesians. There is also a division of opin-
ion about whether Paul was the author of Colossians and 
II Thessalonians. This leaves seven epistles for which 
Paul’s authorship is accepted by pretty well everyone.  

The analysis deployed to work this out is complicated, but 
draws upon comparisons of language, style, theology, and 
so on. We also take into account what we know of Paul’s 
life and various clues that we find in the letters themselves 
which allow us to work out, with some degree of confi-
dence, the order in which they were written.  

When all the evidence is assembled, the seven letters con-
fidently ascribed to Paul can be dated as follows: I Thess. 
50AD, Galatians 53AD, I Cor. 53-54AD, Philippians and 
Philemon 55AD, II Cor. 55-56AD, and Romans 57AD.  

For comparison, Mark’s gospel was probably written c. 65-
70, with the other two synoptic gospels, which make use of 
Mark, coming later. John’s gospel, which is independent of 
the other three, was composed probably as late as the turn 
of the first century.                                                                        
             Joyce Hill 

TEAM MINISTRY WALK on Sunday 5 March. We are 
going for a walk after the St Chad's patronal again this 
year. We will be walking up through Meanwood park to 
the Myrtle Tavern after the 9.30am service. Please indi-
cate if you are planning to come by putting your name 
on the sign up sheet at the back of church on 26 Febru-
ary. This will help the pub with catering on the day. 
Please bring money for food and something to drink. 

Hitting the Mark 
 

Lent course from Church of 
Bermuda - based on the 
Five Marks of Mission.  

 

“The Church exists by            
mission, just as fire exists  
by burning”  Emil Brunner 

 

Tuesday 7, 14, 21 and 28 
March, and 4 April at 

7.30pm  
St Michael’s Parish Hall  

St Michael’s Road  

The word heart makes us think of our affections 
and our passions. In the Biblical mindset the word 
meant a great deal more. Together with the spirit it 
is the centre of life, at the centre of what it means 
to be a person. It is the place of decisions, of our 
inner being, of our spiritual life. The heart of flesh 
lets itself be governed by the word of God and 
thinks ‘thoughts of peace’ about its 
brothers and sisters. The heart of 
stone is closed in upon itself, incapa-
ble of listening and of having mercy. 

Do we need a new heart and a new 
spirit? It is enough just to look 
around us. Violence and corruption 
and war hide hearts of stone closed 
to God’s plan for creation. If with sincerity we look 
within ourselves do we not feel that we are often 
motivated by selfish desires? Are our decisions re-
ally guided by love, by the good of the other? 

Instead of being depressed in the face of society 
that often seems corrupt and indifferent let’s en-
large our hearts to the measure of the heart of Je-
sus. How much work that means!  

Chiara Lubich said “It means loving everyone  we 
meet as God loves them. And since we must love 
our neighbours one by one lets not trust in our frail 

strength but in God’s gift to us: “a new 
heart I will give you”. 

If we let ourselves be governed by the 
invitation to love every person and by 
the voice of the Spirit, we become living 
cells of a new humanity, people who 
craft a new world. 

 

Fabio Ciardi, Extract from the Word of Life leaflet 
for February, produced by the Focolare Movement 

CHURCHES TOGETHER IN HEADINGLEY LENT LUNCHES 2017 
THEME:  'FEASTING AND FASTING IN THE WORLD FAITHS' 

 

Each week there will be a guest speaker from a different faith community. 
 

 DATES:  Friday 10, 17, 24, 31 March and 7 April    VENUE:  Headingley Methodist Church Hall 
TIME:  12.15pm for 12.30pm to 1.30pm approx.   

MENU:  Soup, bread, cheese and biscuits, fruit and tea.  
 

    St Chads will be on kitchen duties on 24 March,                                                                            
and St Michael's on 31 March.  

Sharing the Light 
I have enjoyed following up a link through a funer-
al where some of the relatives had a local Thai 
connection with the Thai Buddhist community in 
Leeds who have a Temple in Osmondthorpe in a 
converted primary school.  

Buddhist monks Teng and Gitta made me feel      
extremely welcome on my 
first visit to the Temple and I 
enjoyed sharing food with 
them when they broke their 

fast at 11am to eat their one meal of the day.  

To reciprocate I invited Teng 
and Gitta to join me on a vis-
it to Ripon Cathedral for 
their Candlemas service. The 
Dean, John Dobson kindly re-
served front row seats for us so we had a good 
view and it made for a very memorable evening.  

I am delighted that Gitta and Teng have taken me 
up on an invitation to come and speak at one of 
our Headingley Churches Together Lent Lunches 
on Friday 24 March. 

 

Magazine subscriptions are due by 28th February. 
Please pay any outstanding subs to Dorothy Gazey 

by Sunday 5th March. Many thanks. 

“A new heart I will give you”    Ezekiel 26.26 



 

Now onto St Chad’s... Moving here from Emmanuel in 
1976, (so that Sarah, our elder daughter, could attend  
Sunday School with her Day School friends) I came under 
the wings of former Churchwarden Bryan Turnbull and,     
in his second Wardenship, Ben Spurway. Under their influ-
ence, I became a Sidesman in 1977 and Churchwarden, 
aged 34, in 1978. I still don’t really know how that hap-
pened so quickly. Fortunately, all the former Wardens 
(including Christopher Wenban) back to the mid - Sixties 
were still around and all joined in with limitless support. 
Ben especially taught me everything that he knew about 
the job. My daughters called him “Mr Benn”, and, like the 
Children’s TV cartoon character, he could do anything. 
After Ben’s Second Term ended, he was succeeded by Ar-
thur Elton. That was the period of re-roofing the Church. 

In 1992 Pat suddenly told me that she had been asked to 
be Churchwarden by Barry Overend, Nigel Greenwood 
(coming to the end of his first Term of Office) and Chris 
Milestone (half way through his first Term). A Lady Church-
warden at St Chad’s? What could they have been thinking 
about? Well, they got someone who, amongst many other 
things, achieved the near impossible by getting the Dioce-
san Legal Team to actually move.   

Thus was achieved the sale of the old St Chad’s School. Pat 
also refused to allow me to fill the vacant role of Church 
Treasurer while she was Warden, and Barry backed her. 

Our daughters, Sarah and Rebecca, worship in branches of 
God’s Church where they do not have Churchwardens. 
Even so, both have followed the other family “failing” by 
serving as Church Treasurer. 

Now, here I am again as 
Churchwarden, nearly 
half way through my 
Second Term. I think I 
know even less than last 
time why I have the job.  

Fortunately I have had 
the privilege of being 
Junior Warden to one of 
St Chad’s truly great Churchwardens, Helen Steele. I simply 
do not have Helen’s talents, youth or work ethic.  It has 
been a pleasure working with Helen and I will really miss 
her when she retires.  

Brian Burtonwood 

My Family and Other Churchwardens - part 2  So it is now official... 

Provided I satisfy the requirements of my training, I 
will be ordained deacon on 1 July and begin my 3-4 
year curacy at Pannal and Beckwithshaw on 2 July.  
For our family this feels like the end of a significant 

chapter. Steve started attending St 
Chad's in his first year of university 
and I joined the church in 2000. 
Our young adult lives have been 
shaped by the St Chad's family and 
it has been a real privilege to see 
and to be a part of the journey the 
churches of the team have been on 
during this time.  

Our two boys have grown up as part of the church 
family, and are what we now refer to as 'feral 
church children'... they feel totally at home in 
church buildings and allow others to feel the same. 
What a wonderful expression of God's love this is. 
The challenges of ordained ministry are certainly 
daunting. I feel lucky to have been placed with a 
training incumbent with whom I already have a 
great working relationship and who will know how 
to enable me to learn and stop 
me from overdoing it!  I also feel 
as though I couldn't have had a 
better preparation, having had 
the support and encouragement 
of those at St Chad's, St 
Michael's and All Hallows'.  

In that sense, I will be taking you all with me. Be-
cause of this, St Chad's will always feel like home 
and family to us. Life in Pannal and Beckwithshaw 
will feel very different. Headingley is an unusual 

neighbourhood but we 
have been inculturated into 
it's quirks, as well as the 
specifically 'Chadian' idio-
syncrasies. The folk of Pan-
nal and Beckwithshaw will  
be able to notice these 
more quickly than we will! 

Unfortunately space is limited at ordinations in the 
new diocese so I am unable to invite you all to this. 
Instead, I would like to invite you to join me at St 
Chad's at the 9.30am service on 21 May which will 
be our final (official) service at St Chad's. This will 
be followed with a lunch in the parish centre... 
More details to follow. It would be lovely to see as 
many people as possible on that day. All welcome.  
From July you will also all be very welcome to come 
and visit us in either of the two churches where I'll 
be serving. You can find details of the services 
here:  www.strobertschurch.co.uk/wordpress/  
It's only half an hour away.  
Your sister in Christ 
Abbie Palmer 

          Abbie 

St Robert’s, Pannal 

St Michael and All Angels, 
 Beckwithshaw 

News from the Marshalls in Malta 

Working among refugees can be a lonely business, 
both for Doug and Jacqui, and the refugees them-
selves. Some of those with whom they are in con-
tact have been in Malta for quite some time, and 
are seeking to make it their home: being unfamil-
iar with the culture and ‘not knowing your rights’ 
in a foreign land makes this hard. 
 

One refugee with whom Doug has been working 
is seeking to follow Jesus, but faces severe pres-
sure and abuse from their national community. At 
present this man only leaves his house to go to 
work and even there his employer is not giving 
him his full dues, and threatens him with legal ac-
tion if he dares to raise this elsewhere. The man 
has had to leave his former apartment because of 
pressure from his other compatriots living there. 

In the midst of all this 
there is another person, 
from the same national 
community, who is 
seeking to follow Jesus, 
and others showing an 
interest in Christianity.  
 
Our prayers and gifts help support Doug and 
Jacqui in this situation. Please pray that they may 
have protection, peace, sensitivity and boldness 
to help and to advise those in need, and talk 
about their faith in Jesus; pray too for those seek-
ing to make Malta their new home that they may 
be able to live there, sensing a secure welcome in 
that foreign land. 

Peter Hemming 

http://www.strobertschurch.co.uk/wordpress/


St Michael’s Panto Review 
Two years ago, my review of St 
Michael’s panto celebrated its 
metafictional sophistication, its 
teasing hints at the subversion 
of the conventions of panto 
plots, and its biting political sat-

ire. Last year’s radically minimalist panto was even 
more daring: a production with no performances chal-
lenged our most fundamental assumptions about the 
performance arts.  
 

It had other merits, too: no feeble jokes, no forgotten 
lines, no missed cues, no singing out of tune, and im-
peccable ecological sustainability... Yet, as I observed in 
the review I didn’t write, the  only way forward from 
there was backwards: this year’s panto just had to be 
retro. And so it seemed.  
 

Admittedly, the energetic routines of the young dancers 
were not exactly retro: but we’re used to that. We’re not 
used to a drum-free musical ensemble: but the Rector’s 
piano in combination with Tom Herbert’s guitar gave no 
grounds for complaint - and Luke Verrall’s ukelele ca-
denza was an unexpected bonus. Otherwise, however, 
this production of Aladdin lured us deep into the comfort 
zone of panto tradition.  
 

There were feeble jokes, fluffed lines (not many, it must 
be said, on the night I attended), self-referentiality 
reined back to its modest traditional level (‘this was a 
great idea at rehearsal’), and a pair of clowns (Alastair 
and Geoffrey Marshall’s clueless policemen).  
 

There was slapstick, too. David 
Walls (Widow Twankey), it turns 
out, can move faster on his 
knees than I would have thought 
possible. Ashley Marshall 

(Abanazar) was so adeptly flirtatious in his attempt to 
seduce the Widow that I could hardly believe that he 
was just acting.  
This convincingly menacing villain also had the best vis-
ual joke, when his shrunken effigy was unloaded from a 
washing machine; and he was at the centre of the mo-
ment of highest drama, when he suddenly isolated Ella 

Dudzinski’s young and handsome Alad-
din among an otherwise frozen cast 
(that’s not a criticism of their acting!).  
There was a hint of political satire in 
Abanazar’s wig, with its allusion to 
America’s most notorious ailurophile. 
But when rickshaws and sampans cropped up in ‘the 
ancient land of Persia’ song, only the most perverse in-
genuity would have detected an oblique comment on 
contemporary Sino-Iranian relations.  
Eventually, though, an anarchic eruption of meta-
metafiction unmasked the reality behind the retro pose. 
The penultimate scene transported us across the Atlan-
tic to the Back of Beyond, where Rory Sellgren -
strangely convincing as an American - not only summa-
rised the plot, but also explained his character’s roots in 
medieval mummers’ plays.  
Last year was saddened by the loss of two Stage Group 
stalwarts: Bill Simpson, its founder, and Cefin Lewis, a 
long-standing member valued for so many reasons. The 
production was dedicated to them, and it was a fitting 
tribute. With its occasionally riotous panache, this funny, 
colourful, inventive, unpredictable Aladdin made great 
panto again.                                                                       
            Malcolm Heath 

 


