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DO YOU NEED A FUNCTION ROOM OR HALL FOR 

A SOCIAL OR BUSINESS EVENT 

 

ST CHADS PARISH CENTRE 
OTLEY ROAD,FAR HEADINGLEY,LEEDS LS16 5JT                         

Tel. 0113 2307665Email. stchadspc@btinternet.com  

PARKING for 70 cars with additional overspill                           

FUNCTION HALL for 250 seated or 200 dancing                             

MEETINGHALL for up to 100 seated or 70 partying                         

COMMITTEE ROOMS for up to 20                                               

LOUNGE BAR for 30 seated with 30 standing                                

KITCHEN with crockery and cutlery for 150 

Come and see our accessible facilities for a wide range of uses , 

to arrange visit or for more information contact Tracey Teasdale 

Gingerbread Fun at the St Chad’s Youth Group 
Christmas Social  
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Team Rector and Vicar of St Chad’s                                                                                                     
Rev’d Hannah Lievesley – 0113 2103497 

Team Vicar and Vicar of St Michael’s                                                                                                          
Rev’d Dr Angela Birkin – 07506 056185 

Team Vicar and Vicar of All Hallows                                                                                                    
Rev’d Heston Groenewald – 07595 261389 

Team Curate                                                                                                                                                 
Rev’d Joshua Peckett – 07869162110 

Churchwardens                                                                                                                         
Helen Cruickshank – 0113 274 1430                                                                                     

Alison Gallant  - 07947 636251 

Parish Administrator—Christine Khullar 
0113 2744322  Email: office@stchads.co.uk 

Opening Times: 9am – 12 noon,  Mon, Tues, Thurs & Fri 
Secretary to the Parochial Church Council 

Helen Steele – 07816 755165  
Organist and Choirmaster—Richard Wilson – 0113 266 2823 

Parish Centre Caretaker—John Bremner—07835 096428   

Churchwardens 
Ann Dudzinski – 07763 305866 

Rebecca Crowson – 0113 226 4431 
Secretary to the Parochial Church Council 

Katie Robinson  
Honorary Treasurer—Janet Lewis – 0113 275 1939 

Director of Music—David Walls 
 

Rainbow Junktion Managers 
Emily Carrigan & Wren Boon—07421 455346 

Headingley and All Hallows Team Ministry 

St Chad’s Who’s Who 

St Michael’s Who’s Who 
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All Hallows Who’s Who 
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The Prayer Course is coming to the 
Headingley and All Hallows Team!  

 

The last couple of years have seen a 
huge increase in people googling for 
advice on how to pray. Even the ‘holiest’ of Christians can             
usually see room for improvement in their prayer life. Pete Grieg 
has written a brilliant book called How to Pray, and has now           
developed a short course which helps put the theory of the 
book into action. 
  

The prayer course is delivered in eight one-hour sessions. In 
each, there is a short video, a time of discussion, and an            
opportunity to have a go. Using the Lord’s Prayer as its            
structure, the sessions explore different types and ways of                   
praying, and set out a helpful toolbox we can use for ourselves. 
Through the teaching and discussion, we can discover how 
spending time with God in prayer can enrich our relationship 
with him, and we can unpack the practical ways we can tune           
into hearing God’s voice. The course also tackles the challenging 
realities of when it sometimes feels like God is on mute and our 
prayers aren’t answered. 

 

 8 interactive sessions with video,                    
discussion, and practice, based on Pete 

Grieg’s fantastic book How to Pray. 
 

The Prayer Course is free and is running in 
the Headingley and All Hallows team on 

Wednesdays, starting 9th March, with both afternoon and even-
ing sessions on offer.                                                                        
Contact Hannah.lievesley@leeds.anglican.org to enquire or 
book your place.  Turn over to page four for all the dates… 
 

Photo: Patrick Fore, Unsplash 

mailto:Hannah.lievesley@leeds.anglican.org
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The copy deadline for our April Magazine is Monday 21st March    

Please send your article to stchadsmagazine@hotmail.co.uk 

Venue will either be St Chad’s              

Parish Centre Bar or Vicarage  
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Church Recycling Scheme Changes                
Every Little Bit Counts! 

The St Chad's Green Team has refreshed their 
recycling service offered through Church.  This 
is to link in with local initiatives set up in the community to encourage                          
broader recycling of items not currently collected by the local                           
council.  A former school Mum from St Chad's Primary offers a service where 
boxes are left outside her home in West Park most months.  It is weather   
dependent and she promotes it via Facebook where further details can be 
found by searching for the page "West Park Community Recycling''.   Some of 
the items collected are sent to Terracycle and include: Empty Teeth Cleaning 
Products; Empty Crisp Packets; Empty Sweet Wrappers and Plastic Cheese 
Packaging.  In addition to this, she collects Used Biros, Pens and Felt Tips; 
Empty Medicine Blister Packs; Used Contact Lenses and Blister Packs; Milk 
Bottle Screw Tops and Used Tea Lights which are sent to other recycle 
schemes.   

On receipt of the correct weight of some items, money is donated by           
Terracyle to a chosen charity, which in this case is St Chad's Primary School. 
Another couple of local Mums (part of the new 'Save the Planet' group), were 
inspired by this scheme and decided to put permanent collection boxes     
outside their houses (numbers 33 and 36 Hollin Lane).  Most of the Terracycle 
items listed above can be dropped off there any time (excluding Plastic 
Cheese Packaging; Milk Bottle Screw Tops; Used Tealights).  

To help add to these collections, we have slightly adapted what we collect in 
the St Chad's Church porch.  Please see the flyer here for further information 
and donate what you can to help the cause.  We hope to be able to tell you 
exactly how much money has been raised in a future update, but even           
without the funds it is a great scheme to ensure our waste is put to good use!  

You will see on the flyer that we also continue to collect other items that we 
give to charities and other recycling services, including: Used Postage Stamps; 
Used Spectacles and Batteries.  Please note that for anyone who used to bring 
in empty printer cartridges, we no longer accept these as people are advised 
to send them directly back to the supplier where they were originally          
purchased.  Happy recycling everyone - and remember every little                    
bit counts!   

The Green Team 28 

Despite the fog and low temperature, the New Year Charity           
Cricket Match between the St Chad’s Church and the St Chad’s 
Broomfield Cricket Club went ahead on Saturday 15th January. 
 

Great fun was had by all, (including the brave spectators!), and the 
church team put up a plucky fight, exceeding 100 runs and            
finishing with a sneaky six from the vicar! Thank you to all those 
who played, volunteered, donated, and came along to support. 
The event raised £300 for CALM (Campaign Against Living                 
Miserably) in memory of Ross Chambers who was a regular       
member of the cricket club until he sadly died in September              
last year. 

Charity Cricket Match raises a whopping £300  

Versus 
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How to Contribute
By Cheques - Anyone wishing to send a cheque to their church office can still do 

so, made payable to the relevant church, in our case “St Chad’s PCC” or “St 
Michael’s Headingley PCC”.

Instant Transfer - Use of bank transfer or “faster payment” on internet banking 
would make the funds arrive within 24 hours. 

Bank Details:
St Chads PCC Sort code: 60–12–39   Acc number:  8675 8799 

St Michaels Headingley PCC – Sort code: 05-00-75 - Acc number: 1171 8829

Online - Please go to www.stchads.co.uk and look for the 
“Golden Giving Donate Now” button at the bottom   

www.st-michaels-headingley.org.uk and click on the JustGiving link account
By Text - Text STCHAD 5 to 70490 to donate £5 – If you wish to donate more 

replace 5 with any whole number between 1 and 20
If you wish to donate specifically for the Parish Centre - Please put a message in 

the box saying Parish Centre. The text cost will be the value donated plus a 
standard text fee
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St Michael’s and All Angels’ charity of the season for March

Church Action on Poverty:

Church Action on Poverty is a national ecumenical Christian social justice charity, 
committed to tackling poverty in the UK. We work in partnership with churches, and 

with people in poverty themselves, to tackle the root causes of poverty.

We put gospel values of justice and compassion into practice. We know that the real 
experts on poverty are the people who live with it. Our work is driven by their insights 
and experiences. We help them to make their voices heard. We speak truth to power, 
campaigning nationally and locally for policies that will loosen the grip of poverty on 

people’s lives.

Give, Act and Pray as part of the movement to unlock UK poverty

Please donate in church or online.

Please give in person at St Michael’s or online at www.church-poverty.org.uk

Thank you.

Many thanks Revd Angela Birkin
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Raise Funds for St Chad’s at no extra cost to yourself. 
 

Are you buying online: your weekly shop, holidays, or insurance? These        
purchases can raise money St Chad’s. Simply register with 

www.easyfundraising.org.uk or download the app. And choose ‘St Chad's 
Church Headingley’ as the charity you wish to support. 

 
How does it work? 

Just start online shopping first at easyfundraising, then shop as normal. The 
shops you buy from then make a small donation to say “thank you”. If you are 
already registered, check you’ve set up the Donation 

Reminder Tool which    automatically provides a 
prompt on the search engine listing of a retailer. 

 
Shopping at Amazon?  

They have a similar scheme. You can register with     Amazon Smile to raise 
money for St Chad’s too. Go to https://smile.amazon.co.uk  set up an account 

and choose to support ‘The Parochial Church Council Of The Ecclesiastical     
Parish Of St Chad, Far Headingley, Leeds’ . Then in future you can shop on    

Amazon whilst earning donations for St Chad’s by always logging in via 
smile.amazon.co.uk  

 
Just a few of the 4,000+ EasyFundraising on-line retailers: Supermarkets -  

Sainsbury’s Waitrose Iceland - Online delivery only High Street Retailers on-line 
- John Lewis Argos Wilko Curry’s etc … Electrical goods - AO.com Appliances     

Direct Mobile Phone network installations/supplier changes  Broadband             
installations and supplier changes including USwitch Holidays and travel - Jet2 

TravelZoo Haven Best Western LBA Carparking Fred Olsen Car Hire Hotel chains 
Airlines etc … Home and Motor Insurance renewals and changes  

 
Note that retailers are added or removed from the  

list so check when ordering. 

March Thought of the Month 
Blackthorn Winter 

 
“April is the cruelest month” is the opening line of TS 
Elliot’s The Wasteland. But I am going to suggest he was 

wrong and that actually March is the cruelest month. 
 
March is the month where the joys and lights of 

Christmas are a distant memory, the wonders of Epiphany in January and 
the brilliance of Candlemas in February are done with. In March we are 
deep into the self-examination and spiritual and/or physical austerity of 
Lent which can easily veer into harmful self-deprecation and depression. 
Whilst the signs of spring are starting to appear, global warming notwith-
standing, the weather can be amongst the coldest of the year. We ap-
proach the unimaginable atrocity of the crucifixion and sometimes cannot 
get beyond Good Friday. 
 
The blackthorn, Prunus spinosa, is a common bush or shrub in hedgerows 
and other wild places throughout the United Kingdom. Of note it is one of 
the earliest woody plants to flower in the year, and its flower is not an    
inconspicuous catkin type flower like hazel and oak but a beautiful white 
flower that comes out before the leaves in late March. The flower gives a 
beautiful contrast to the black branches and thorns that give this plant its 
name. A particularly cold March was often known as a Blackthorn Winter, 
the white masses of blackthorn blossom on dark stems, sometimes echoing 
drifts of snow on the ground.  
 
In his later years my father suffered extensively from depression but had 
wonderful support from his GP. His GP was then in the process of setting 
up the Blackthorn Trust, a centre where people suffering from mental 
health problems, chronic pain and diabetes could come and find support. 
My father enjoyed working in the garden (which was always a great love 
for him), working in the kitchen or café or taking part in a variety of            
activities in, to quote the Trust“  a social-therapeutic environment where 
people can recover through nurture, healing and growth”. 

By Richard Barton 

https://smile.amazon.co.uk
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                                                     Diary of a Church Dog                                                      

Happy New Year to all my friends, somewhat belated I know but heartfelt 
none the less. I have been pondering New Year and the tradition of                

resolutions. There is a house I pass, whilst walking my               
mumma, which has a garland across one wall proclaiming 
“New Year New Me” and I got to thinking about the               
resolutions we make (and oft time break).  I personally have 
resolved to keep singing, keep loving and keep being loved. I 
am a dog of simple pleasures! Mumma on the other hand 
has gone into overdrive both at home and at church sorting, 

clearing and tidying. The parish office, children’s corner and book shelves 
have already felt the full weight of her gusto. 
 

I also found myself thinking about the church itself and how it is looked 
after and kept up to. I know mumma is on a mission to get the floor tiles 
sparkling like a palace floor in a Disney film! A number of other people are 
busy organising everything from APCM’s to tea and coffee rotas. Thankfully 
the building work of the West End development is, for now, finished and St 
Michaels is settling into a period of normality. After the decorations and 
fripperies of Christmas we now move into the normal season and begin our 
preparations for the new year.  
 

People will offer their help where they can and the stewardship of time and 
talents is always most gratefully received. We continue to need support in 
all our endeavours. One area where St Michael’s benefits from generosity, 
is in the money that people give for flowers. Every week, excepting Lent 
and Advent, there is a pedestal display at the front of church and often one 
at the rear too. Many people give money towards their cost in memory of a 
loved one’s birthday or anniversary. At this time of year after the expenses 
of Christmas the fund for the purchase of flowers can be a little depleted. 
The flowers of course are still there every week thanks to the time and          
talents of the flower ladies. So, if you have a date that you wish to be            
commemorated with a beautiful display, donations can be given in church 
or paid directly into the flower fund.                                                                                       
Sort code 20-48-95 account number 20920282  
 

May your resolutions resolve themselves and may your days be full of    
flowers.                                                                  

        Much Love TJ 

All Hallows are live in church and online.

Taking turns among the congregation to help 
lead the service. Join us….

10.30am Eucharist
Sundays on Facebook Live

@allhallows.leeds

Dr McGavin who set up the Trust, which is still going strong, knew that the 
symbol of the blackthorn, of a beautiful flower that incongruously appears at 
the toughest time of the year is a powerful one for a hope of renewal. 
 

Interestingly, in a poem called Lent, Jean Watts proposes “Lent is tree             
without blossom, without leaf, Barer than blackthorn in its winter sleep”. 
That you need space, and not distraction, for the truest contemplations in 
the approach to Easter. But towards the end of the poem, which is well 
worth reading in full, she suggests we look through the blackthorns branches 
to see the stars.  
 

Whether it is looking at the stars, on a cold cloudless night, or admiring the 
star-like blackthorn blossom on a hedge by a busy road, during Lent we all 
need signs of hope. We are steeling ourselves for Good Friday, trying to        
understand the signs of sacrificial love in the brutality of the cross.  
 

We always need reminders of resurrection.  
 

Richard Barton 
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Thursday  10th March 2.00pm—Anita Shaw will be taking us 
on Five small steps on our environmental pilgrimage  

Venue—Small hall 

Tuesday 22nd March at 7.30pm—First evening meeting since 
lock down come and see what Mothers’ Union is about and 

where we are going  - Parish Centre 

All Welcome 

For further details please contact Elizabeth Branch Leader                           
Elizabetheden9@gmail.com - 01132787990  

Making a lasting difference    
 

As our PCCs start work to prepare the Annual Reports, we are praising 
God and giving grateful thanks for the     
kindness and generosity of those who have 
made a lasting difference to our churches by 
leaving us a legacy in their will.  
 

These generous gifts make it possible for our 
churches to thrive. They can fund new       
projects and allow us to plan and invest with 
confidence in things like our youth 
and children’s ministry, our                 
outreach in the community, and the development of our buildings to        
provide for future generations.  
 

Our faith teaches us that we are only stewards of the riches God has given 
us, and that we should put these riches to work for God, both in our         
lifetimes and at life’s end when we go to be with Him. At all times, and 
perhaps especially as we grow older, we can look back on God’s goodness 
to us, and give back to Him. For some Christians, including a gift in their 
Will is a final way of giving thanks to God and of stewarding the resources 
he has given us wisely, to the end of our time on earth and beyond. We 
are privileged if we can leave a mark of our passing, to be remembered by 
those people and causes we’ve cared for in life. 
 

Leaving a legacy, whether big or small is something 
we can all do, and do with great joy. We can         
sometimes be put off making a will because we feel 
the process is too complex or expensive. But most 
people only require a simple will, and in March each 
year, through the “Free Wills” scheme, anyone over 
55 years old can do this for free.  
 

To make use of this scheme, you can go to 
www.freewillsmonth.org.uk and book an     appointment to make your 
free will with a local solicitor in the month of March.  Why not give thanks 
to God for his goodness today, by planning a gift for tomorrow? 

Photo by Rod Long (Unsplash) 



 

 

I have been a travel agent for over 20 years, and I love 
using my knowledge to create the perfect holiday for you. 
I work with all the major holiday brands and can also tailor 

make your perfect trip. Get in touch and take the hassle 
out of your next holiday booking.

Kelly

Email

enquiries@versatiletravel.co.uk 
Call

0113 2747528 
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Revision of St Chad’s 
Electoral Roll  

Revision of St Chad’s Electoral Roll  
2022

The annual revision of the church 
electoral roll will take place from 

27th March for 4 weeks. If you are 
not on the roll, but are a regular 
worshipper at St Chad’s please 

consider filling in a form. Forms 
are available at the back of church 

or from the Parish Office. If you 
are already on the roll, there is no 

need to re-apply, but please let 
the parish office know if your 

entry needs updating.

Being on the roll entitles you to 
vote at the Annual Church 

Meeting, which is taking place on 

Sunday 15 May.

God as Divine Warrior 
 

An extract from Rev’d Josh Peckett’s sermon reflecting on the early Christian     
martyr, Polycarp, Bishop of Smyrna, and the imagery of God as a Divine Warrior in 
the apocryphal book, Wisdom of Solomon.  
 

But the righteous live forever, 
and their reward is with the Lord; 
the Most High takes care of them. 

Therefore they will receive a glorious crown 
and a beautiful diadem from the hand of the Lord, 

because with his right hand he will cover them, 
and with his arm he will shield them. 

The Lord will take his zeal as his whole armour, 
and will arm all creation to repel his enemies; 
he will put on righteousness as a breastplate, 

and wear impartial justice as a helmet; 
he will take holiness as an invincible shield, 

and sharpen stern wrath for a sword, 
and creation will join with him to fight against his frenzied foes. 

 

Wisdom of Solomon 5.15-20  
 

The image of the early Christian martyrs is a peaceful one – people refusing to use 
violence, even to save themselves from pain and death. And this is the image we 
normally have of Christ – the sacrificial lamb, refusing to let his followers fight for 
his life. So, it’s a bit awkward when parts of the Bible describe God with martial 
language. 
 

Wisdom, although an apocryphal text, uses language found throughout the Old 
Testament to depict God as the Divine Warrior, arming himself for battle on       
behalf of his people. This is the God who smashed the Egyptian armies in Exodus, 
gave David victory over Goliath and, according to Isaiah, will bring retribution 
against the unrighteous. 
 

Even Jesus, that meek and mild child of Bethlehem, uses uncompromising          
language: ‘I have not come to bring peace, but the sword’ (Matt. 10.34b). If we 
were to turn to the Book of Revelation, there’s a lot of bloodshed and the Christ,  
a rider on a white horse, wages war against God’s enemies (Rev. 19.11-16). 
 

These images have often been misused to justify violence in the name of God. The 
problem is, outside of some very specific contexts in the Old Testament, God is 
the only legitimate warrior–not humans fighting for worldly gain–and as scripture 
progresses, it becomes more and more clear that this is a spiritual warrior.  
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This Month’s Editorial Team 

Editor Andy Freeth, supported by Hannah Lievesley 

and Angela Birkin 

Spotlight on the St Chad’s Parish Magazine archive 
An item from February 1952 

 

The Way We Were . . .  
 

The King’s death has been felt by everyone in 
a very personal way, which makes it all the 
harder to speak about; when the heart is full 
words do not come easily.  Looking back over 
the King’s reign, our chief feeling must be one 
of thankfulness.  It was a hard reign, but in the 
King we had one who was equal to the occa-
sion.  Let us rejoice in that, remembering with grateful affection the 
King’s family in their sorrow. 
 

Now it is the beginning of a new reign.  The second Elizabeth, like 
the first, comes to the throne when the fortunes of our country are 
at a very low ebb.  But the devotion and loyalty to our new Queen 
are stronger and more general than they were towards her great 
namesake at the beginning of her reign.  That is a great thing.  We 
begin this reign with a greater hope than the first Elizabethans, and 
can, therefore, look forward with confidence.  But lip service will not 
be enough.  Loyalty and devotion must issue into acts and deeds.  
Our plight, if serious, is not irretrievable.  That the new Queen will 
set us a noble example we do not doubt.  For the rest it depends  
upon us.  Let us therefore so work that the second Elizabethan age 
may rival the first. 
 

JOHN WYLIE, VICAR 1948 –1960 

Pic from James Giddins                            

Unsplash 

Wisdom speaks of zeal as his armour, righteousness his breastplate, judgement a 
sword and holiness an invincible shield (Wis. 5.17-20). St Paul develops the same 
language in his letters and applies it to the Christian life: ‘put on the breastplate of 
faith and love,’ he writes to the Thessalonians, ‘and for a helmet the hope of salva-
tion’ (1 Thess. 5.8). Christians are being summoned to join the fight in the war that 
ultimately matters: the war against sin and evil. In putting on the virtuous armour 
of God, the Church arms itself for combat against the powers of evil. This is a war 
for all blood and flesh against the violence of sin and death. The peace won by 
Christ on the cross is to be extended in a war against enmity and hostility. 
 
What all this tells us is that our God is thoroughly partisan and interventionist. He 
doesn’t watch evil and injustice go by – there is judgement, there is wrath, there is 
resistance. And Christ’s conquest of sin and death are the turning point in this epic 
conflict. 
 
He also expects that the demands of establishing peace and justice in the world 
mean that his people can’t sit idle. A side must be chosen; action must be taken. 
When Jesus said he came not to bring peace but the sword, he meant that he did 
not come to confirm the world in its sins and prejudices. He came to shake the 
world out of them. 
 
As we honour the martyrs of old, we are called to remember they were soldiers in 
a war – but a war in which the weapons are truth, faith, love, hope and all the       
virtues of God; the sign of victory is a lonely cross; and the general is a broken body 
uttering ‘forgive them’. A conquest by faith over ugly, violent sin. 
 
Whatever happens in Ukraine, it will have consequences for us all. Economic war 
will probably make life even harder for a lot of innocent, powerless people. We 
should be thinking how our spiritual armour and weapons – defending truth,     
promoting love and peace, living in faith and hope – can be strengthened, so that 
we can be ready to help others in need and ask for help ourselves when we       
need it. 
 
As you pray for peace in Russia and Ukraine, Josh asks that you would also pray 
particularly for the safety of the small Anglican Community of Christ Church, Kyiv 
and their friends and relatives.  
 

Rev’d Josh Peckett 
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Michael Kirkby   

Painter & Decorator 

01924 401 210  

07985 394 297 

 

FREE  ESTIMATES 

 * NO VAT *  

WORK GUARANTEED 

Memorial Service 14.30 Sunday 3rd April

There will be a Memorial Service to celebrate the life 
and ministry of the Venerable John Oliver, former 

Archdeacon of Leeds, who sadly died last year.  This 
will take place in Leeds Minster at 2.30 on Sunday 3 

April, to be led by Rt. Revd John Packer, former Bishop 
of Ripon & Leeds



 

 

13  20 

DOYLE ROOFING &                          

PROPERTY MAINTANENCE 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED                        

Insurance Work Welcome                                  

For a Friendly,  Reliable Service                       

Contact Mr Doyle                                            

Tel (0113)2740526  Mob 07761 704876 

Slating, Tiling, Guttering,                 

UPVC Facias, Soffitts & Gutters                        

Chimneys lowered and Repointed  

Velux Windows                                          

Flat Roofing                                                  

Built up felt                                                    

Building Work                                              

Rubber Roofing                                               

Full House Repointing 
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Building Surveys 

RICS Homebuyers 

Valuations 

Defect Reports 
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Domestic & Emergency Plumber 

 
Bathroom Installation Specialist 

Emergency 

Callout 24/7 

with no charge 

No job too small 

Free Quotes  

Fully Insured 

City and Guilds 

Qualified 

0113 2260256 or 

07886 103287 
Cookridge, Leeds 

Stockist of: Locally sourced bread, 
eggs and dairy products, environ-

mentally friendly toiletries and 
cleaning products, remedies, supple-

ments, food for special  diets and 
high quality groceries. 

www.naturalfoodstore.coop 

0113 278 4944             
23 North Lane, Headingley      

Weekdays 9am-5.30pm        

Saturday 9am-5.00pm 

Think Global...Shop Local 

mailto:info@abbeyupholstery.co.uk
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Peace is a choice – Archbishop of York  
 

As Russian troops invaded Ukraine at the end of February, the 
Archbishop of York, Stephen Cottrell, addressed the House of 
Lords and called for committed action and prayer, saying:  
 

“The unprovoked attack on Ukraine as an act of great evil. This 
is a dark hour for Europe.  
 

Perhaps in the west, we have 
taken peace for granted. The 
horrors being visited on Ukraine 
must be a wake-up call for us 
that peace is something you 
need to work at. What is hap-
pening in Ukraine is truly  

shocking, but sadly it is not surprising. We have seen it coming. 
Ukraine now stands alone, unprotected by the treaties that  
protect us and allow us to believe that peace is a normal state 
of affairs.  
 

But it isn’t.  
 

Peace is a choice. It is a decision that we need to make each day 
about the way we live and about our responsibilities to and with 
our neighbour, be that in our family, in our local community, or 
between the nations of the world. And we need the policies, the 
wisdom, the tenacity and the international resolve that will    
deliver it. 
 

Previous generations knew this. They knew it, because they had 
experienced the horrors of war that most of us haven’t. 

Right now, as well as generous, humanitarian aid and support 
for refugees, we must use all our diplomatic muscle and energy, 
stringent economic sanctions, and focused political will to force 
Russia to step back from this aggression, withdraw its troops 
and silence the guns, not least because effective sanctions will 
mean many innocent Russians 
suffer as well. Our actions must 
be swift and cohesive if they are 
to be decisive.  
 

Jesus urged his followers to be 
peacemakers, not simply peace 
lovers. This is an important      
distinction, because it is a call    
to action.    
 

Lasting peace requires a new commitment to international     
instruments of law and order, accountability and investment so 
that we make peace and choose peace, not just hope to keep it. 
The suffering of Ukraine, the imperialist ambition of Russia, our 
own acceptance of that immoral flood of corrupt money that 
flows from Russia through London has to stop. 
 

And as followers of Jesus, we pray because we believe God’s 
grace has the final word, not the horrors of sin, not death.  
 

But we also pray because that prayer will shape our will and will 
shape our resolve. The prayers of Christian people and of all 
people of faith and goodwill are with our government, and with 
all the leaders of the free world, as we both implore Russia to 
change course, but also determine to play our part in the active 
pursuit of peace in our world today.” 


