
Jenny’s Jottings 
A Firecrest has been seen near the Hollies 
recently. It along with the Goldcrest are 
Britain’s smallest birds (weight 5p!). Both 
male birds have orange red crowns but 
male fircrests are more brightly coloured 
than the Goldcrest and they have more stripy black sides. 

Firecrests are very rare and nest in coastal woods in 
the south with a few in North wales. It has been re-
ported that 90 per cent of seabirds have plastic in 
their stomachs—more next time. Also we have been 
asked to dig up any Spanish bluebells to preserve 
our native variety—we have more than any other Eu-

ropean country. There are still some on “The Ridge”.   

                         Jenny Wren 
 

“From the Registers” for April 2017 
 

Baptisms 

9 April   Raela Marguerite Josephs    -  at St Michael’s 
 23 April   Toby William Black     -  at St Chad’s 

 

 

Funerals 

3 April    Anne Jones  -  at St Michael’s 

28 April    Elizabeth Brewster  - at St Chad’s 

Date for the Diaries  
St Chad’s Church in conjunction 

with St Chad’s Broomfield Cricket 
club proudly presents ...   

A Beer Festival in the St Chad’s parish centre,                
on the evenings of Friday 4 and Saturday 5 August.           

Cricket match to enjoy on the Saturday evening. 

Many thanks to all who supported our first Knit & 
Natter last month. Our next one is on Tuesday 2 
May at 7.30pm in the bar area of the St Chad’s 
Parish Centre. We will meet on the first Tuesday 

of the month for the rest of the year. We will not 
meet in August. Our next Thursday meeting is on 
11 May at 2pm. Revd. Kingsley Dowling is telling 

us about his Ecumenical Journey. Many will re-
member Kingsley when he served as a curate here.                           

Advance notice: Our Summer Lunch is now on        
1 June, 12.30 for 1pm. Let me have names as 

soon as possible. Cost £14. 

  Further details contact Elizabeth on                  
278 7990 or elizabetheden9@gmail.com   

     Please support our                                                                                    

wonderful parish centre    
            

St Chad’s Parish Centre Management 
Committee at is looking for a new 

Treasurer. Sonia our current Treasur-
er is around until January. Please 
email the chair, Jane Barber, at  

janerosemarybarber@gmail.com if 
you can help. Full training provided.  

Calling all musicians!   Musicians wanted …         
to play at our Churches Together in Headingley 

‘Pentecost Praise’ service outside the Arc pub on        
North Lane at 3pm on Sunday 4 June.  Please speak        
to Tony if you would like to be involved on 274 3238. 

Elizabeth Brewster 

Representing St Michael’s Headingley 

and St Chad’s Far Headingley 

 May 2017 60p 

A Franciscan brother and a Jesuit priest decided to go out 

for lunch together. As it was a Friday, they ordered fish. 

When it arrived, there was a large fish and a small fish. 

The Franciscan said, ‘Brother, would you like to serve?’ 

The Jesuit gave the Franciscan the smaller and kept the 

larger for himself. The meal proceeded. At the end, the 

Franciscan said, ‘If I had been 

serving, I would have given 

you the larger piece of fish 

and myself the smaller!’ … 

‘Well that’s what you’ve got,’ 

said the Jesuit. ‘What are complaining about?’ 
 

 

 

 

Something we share within the various religious tradi-

tions is that when we are fasting from food or excess we 

become more spiritually aware - when our bodies are not 

concerned with digestion, our brains and souls are freed 

up in some way.  
 

The Lord’s Prayer says a lot about feasting and fasting, alt-

hough you have to dig around a bit to find it.                      

“Our Father in Heaven…”   

On the face of it, the Kingdom of Heaven doesn’t seem to 

have much to say about food. There are a lot of things 

you can do with the Kingdom:                                                    

you can search for it;                                                                     

you can repent, for it is at hand;                                           

you can find it within you.                                                   

Most of all, for us today,  we can sit down and eat in it

(Matthew 8: 11). 

I expect we all have our own ideas about heaven, but to 

the people of Jesus’s day, heaven would be where you 

have enough to eat. Most of the people of his day worked 

on zero hour contracts: you were employed and paid by 

the day. If you didn’t work, you didn’t eat. 
 

Hence the warning in the book of Deuteronomy: “You 

shall not withhold the wages of poor and needy labour-

ers, whether other Israelites or aliens who reside in your 

land in one of your towns. You shall pay them their wages 

daily before sunset, because they are poor and their live-

lihood depends on them; otherwise they might cry to the 

Lord against you, and you would incur guilt.” Dt 4: 14-22 
 

This is echoed in Jesus’s parable of the workers in the 

vineyard: the workers arrived at the vineyard at various 

times during the day, and at the end of the working day 

the owner paid them all a full day’s wage. If the owner 

had not done that, the late comers would have gone  

hungry that night. 
 

Heaven to the people of Jesus’ day would be a place 

where you had enough to eat and to spare: “The LORD of 

hosts will prepare a lavish banquet for all peoples on this 

mountain; a banquet of aged wine, choice pieces with 

marrow, and refined, aged wine.”  Isaiah 25: 6                         
 

Perhaps Micah has the clincher: “Each of them will sit  

under his vine and under his fig tree, With no one to 

make them afraid”.  Micah 4: 4.                                                        
 

Sermon continued on page 4 

Feasting and Fasting 
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Church Calendar, May 2017 
Date Time Services 

Sunday 7th 
 

Easter 4 
 

 

 

8:00am 
9:30am 

10:00am 
12 noon 
6:30pm 

Holy Communion at St Chad’s 
Parish Communion at St Chad’s 
Parish Communion, St Michael’s 
Holy Communion at St Michael’s 
Choral Evensong, both churches 
- healing ministry at St Michaels  

Sunday 14th 
 

Easter 5 
 

Christian Aid 

week begins 
 

NB Leeds Half 
Marathon 

8:00am 
9:30am 

10:00am 
12 noon 
6:30pm 
8:00pm 

Holy Communion at St Chad’s 
Parish Praise at St Chad’s  
Parish Communion, St Michael’s 
Holy Communion at St Michael’s 
Choral Evensong, both churches 
Worship on the Edge at St Chad’s 

Sun 21st 

 

Easter 6 
 

 

8:00am 
9:30am 

10:00am 
12 noon 
6:30pm 

Holy Communion at St Chad’s 
Parish Communion at St Chad’s  

Parish Communion, St Michael’s 
Holy Communion at St Michael’s 
Choral Evensong, both churches 

Sunday 28th 
 

Sunday after 

Ascension 
 

 

8:00am 
9:30am 

10:00am 
12 noon 
6:30pm 

Holy Communion at St Chad’s 
Parish Communion at St Chad’s 
Parish Communion, St Michael’s 
Holy Communion at St Michael’s 
Choral Evensong, both churches 

Sunday 4th 

June 
Pentecost 

 

 

8:00am 
9:30am 

10:00am 
12 noon 
3.00pm 

 

Holy Communion at St Chad’s 
Parish Communion at St Chad’s 
Parish Communion, St Michael’s 
Holy Communion at St Michael’s 
CTH Pentecost Praise at the Arc 
NB no Choral Evensong at either 
St Chad’s or St Michael’s  

Commemorating the Ascension  
Even before Christianity 
became a publicly 
acknowledged religion, 
the faithful in Jerusalem 
commemorated Jesus’ 
Ascension at a site near 
the summit of the Mount 
of Olives. None of the 
New Testament accounts names the place where the Ascen-
sion took place: Luke associates it with Bethany, but there is 
no reference to location in the other two accounts in Mark and 
Acts. Still, Bethany is in the right general direction. It is per-
haps natural for tradition to associate the Ascension with an 
elevated position: one that figures so prominently elsewhere 
in the Gospel narratives.  

It seems that at first the prac-
tice of annual commemoration 
took place as part of the Easter 
celebration - Luke implies that 
the Ascension occurred on the 
evening of the Day of Resur-
rection. The account in Acts places it forty days later. 
This became the established feast-day from the fourth 
century onwards. 
Christians in Jerusalem congregated on the Mount of 
Olives at a spot where they believed two marks in the 
rock showed where Christ stood before he was lifted 
up. One of these marks, taken to be that of the right 
foot, can still be seen now. The other was removed to 
the El Aqsa Mosque in the Middle Ages. When Con-
stantine’s mother, Helena, made her pilgrimage to the 
Holy Land in 326-28, she accepted this as the place 
where Christ’s feet had last stood on this earth. She 
honoured it by ordering a circular sanctuary to be 
erected around the rock, enhanced by porticoes and 
arches. Unusually it was open to the sky, as was sym-
bolically fitting for the site of the Ascension.  
We get a glimpse of the early Ascension liturgy from a 
Latin text written by a wealthy woman from the west 
who made a pilgrimage around the Holy Land in the 
380s. She described how the procession of clergy 
and people came out from Jerusalem and entered 
‘the place whence the Lord ascended into heaven. 
The bishops and the priests take their seat there, and 
likewise all the people. Lessons are read there with 
hymns interspersed. The passage from the Gospel is 
also read where it speaks of the Lord's Ascension, al-
so that from the Acts of the Apostles’. 
Shortly after this visit, a church was built beside the 
circular sanctuary. These structures were mostly de-
stroyed in 614 when Jerusalem was captured by the 
Persian Shah. Fourteen years later the Christian Em-
peror Heraclius recaptured the city and the buildings 
were restored. This seventh century complex, still with 
a circular sanctuary around the footprints, was seen 
by Bishop Arculf who, on his return home to Gaul, got 
seriously blown off course. He 
ended up on the island of Iona 
where he described the site to 
the Abbot who used this and oth-
er information to write a detailed 
account of the Holy Places. 
When Adomnan visited the Anglo
- Saxon kingdom of Northumbria, 
he took a copy of this text with him. It formed the ba-
sis for Bede’s popular study of the Holy Places written 
probably around 703. From then on descriptions of 
the site figured in Ascension Day sermons as a 
means of engaging the imagination of the faithful.                                                           
               Joyce Hill 

The Green Team at St Chad’s is 
always pleased to welcome new 
members, especially to help with 
the monthly Community Church-

yard working Parties. These are held on a Satur-
day morning from 10am-12noon. No experience 
needed; tools provided (bring your own gloves if 
you have them); mid-morning refreshments - and a 
variety of tasks to suit all ages and abilities. 
 

Future dates: Saturday 20 May, 17 June, 15 July, 
19 August, and 16 September. Just come along 
or contact Christine in the parish office: Tel: 274 
4322 or email her at: office@stchads.co.uk 

TAIZÉ SERVICES  
The Taizé community was begun by 
Brother Roger, gathering around 
him people who wanted to share a 
life of discipline and love and ser-
vice to God.  The community 
attracts thousands of young people 
who enjoy the style of worship. We 
follow this style with candles to 
help focus our attention and the 
singing of Taizé chants. At times we 
stop and reflect. If you have not ex-
perienced this style of worship be-
fore, come along and find out! 

Our next services are on: 

Sunday 14 May at 8pm - at Wigton Moor URC   

Sunday 4 June at 8pm - at Stainbeck URC  

All Welcome! 
If you want to know more contact Angela at                                                           

angela.hughes1@icloud.com 

Stainbeck Church, Stainbeck Road, LS7 2PP 

Wigton Moor Church, High Ash Drive, LS17 8RE 

Where’s the waste? 

 

Have you ever wondered what happens to the waste 
you put in your black bin in Leeds? Does it go to land-
fill? It did, but not any longer. The way Leeds City 
Council disposes of the black bin household waste has 
recently undergone a radical change. To see what hap-
pens to it now, the Green Team at St Chad’s has ar-
ranged for a group visit to the state of the art Recy-
cling and Energy Recovery Facility (RERF)  which began 
operating 12 months ago. 

The visit will take place on Tuesday 20 June between 
5pm and 7pm. If you are interested in visiting RERF at 
Cross Green in east Leeds, please sign the list at the 
back of church. Please also indicate your shoe size as 
the site rules require all visitors to the plant to wear 
protective footwear which will be provided. As parking 
at the site is limited, it would be very helpful if we 
could share transport. Please indicate if you have a car 
available and how many passengers you can take. The 
number in the group will be limited to 30, so places 
will be allocated on a first come first served basis. 

Having had the opportunity to join a group from St 
Michael’s last November, I can promise you a very in-
teresting visit. It’s worth it to see the iconic building! 

Mike Willison                                                                           
on behalf of St Chad’s Green Team 



Election Results          

St Chad’s Annual Church Meeting 
 

Dr Simon Futers is taking on the mantle of Churchwarden 
from Helen Steele; Dr Brian Burtonwood continues in post. 

New PCC members:  Christopher Armstrong, Rob Baldwin 
(also Treasurer), John Bradbrook and Helen Cruickshank. 

Re-elected onto PCC:  Julia Baxter, Anne Emerton, Alan      
Futers, Alison Gallant, Nigel Greenwood, Catherine Harper, 
John Hawker, Mary Henderson, Chris Milestone, Tim Ward 

and Richard Wilson (continuing as PCC Secretary). 

Elected as Deanery representatives (ex officio PCC members): 
Dr Mike Willison, Dr Chris Ridgeway and Beverly Leech Askey 

We give thanks for the faithful service of outgoing Church 
warden Helen Steele. We are all in your debt, Helen.                       

Standing down from PCC this year after almost forty years of 
continuous service to the Church is Val Varker. Standing down 
this year from both PCC and Deanery Synod is Dorothy Gazey 

after sixteen years of service at Deanery level.  

We are grateful to Valerie and Dorothy for all 
you have done - and continue to do - to build up 

our life together. 

The deadline for articles for the June edition      
of the team ministry magazine is: 

Tuesday 30 May 

Please could you mention the above advert to your 
friends, family and work colleagues?  St Chad's Scout 
Group is one of the largest Scout Groups in the North 
Leeds District with 100 young members. We are very          
fortunate to have an excellent venue for our meetings           
and the continued support of St Chad's Church. 

We are lucky to have people’s regular support on parent  
rotas in both sections and without this additional help we 
could not run the same type of activities including camps 
and trips away from the meeting hall. Parent rotas help         
but it isn’t enough and the pressure on the existing leaders 
is a risk to the continuation of the sections. 

We are now in a position where it is difficult to continue     
to plan and deliver the programme of activities for Beavers 
and Cubs with the leader team we have. It is now crucial 
that we extend our leader team through flexible volunteer-
ing options and regular commitments to ensure that our 
Scout Group remains strong and viable well into the future. 

Caroline Bedford, Group Scout Leader 

New Beginnings 

 

News from the Marshalls in Malta 

It was Autumn 1996 when I first set foot in St Chad's 
Church as a new university student. Little did I know 
back then that St Chads would become my new home 
for the next 20 years!  Over that time much has 
changed - a steady evolution which has been too 
slow for some and too fast for others.  
 

In our preparations for moving I rediscovered the re-
sponses from the 2005 parish questionnaire. It is very 
interesting to see which of the hopes (and fears) of 
the respondents have come to pass: fulfilment of the 

reordering to make the 
building more accessi-
ble and welcoming; 
broad tradition of ac-
cessible worship; devel-
opment of the cluster 
and then team ministry; 
attracting people of all 

ages including fami-
lies.  Change is not always easy but I look back with 
pride on much of what our church community 
achieved, and on what we have explored together. 
 

A home can be defined as "a place 
where something flourishes".  Thank 
you for being my home for the past 
20 years, and then a home for Abbie, 
Alistair and James.  Your love, support 
and encouragement have sustained 
us all, and I hope will continue to do so 
as we embark on a brand new chapter.   

Please do keep us all in your 
prayers: for our family during 
our move (on 31 May); for Ab-
bie as she prepares to be or-
dained and start her new role 
(on 1 July); for the boys who 
will move schools later this 
year; for all of us as we establish 
ourselves in a new place. 
 

Our final service at St Chads will be the 9.30am on 
Sunday 21 May 2017. After the service we would like 
to invite you all to a bring and share lunch in the Par-
ish Centre, with a retiring collection for Christian Aid. 
Please do come along with a dish and share this final 
experience with us before we embark on our new life 
in the parish of Pannal with Beckwithshaw. 
 

From 31 May our new address will be: 80 Beckwith 
Crescent, Harrogate HG2 0BH (quite near to RHS Har-
low Carr).      If you are passing by, or fancy visiting 
our new churches, we would be delighted to see you. 
 

With my love and thanks                            
Steve Palmer 

   Abbie, Steve, Alastair and James 

St Robert’s,  
Pannal 

St Michael & All Angels, 
Beckwithshaw 

Doug recently wrote with great gratitude for answered prayer and the 
hope that it gives them: 

“I asked recently for prayer for a Somali man whom I disciple, as he was 
coming to his wits end over his work situation. His employer continually 
under-paid and over-worked him, something which the company is 
known for and yet never seems to face justice for. We prayed two weeks 

ago for new employment, and that it would be imminent … A few days later, a former colleague called 
him and asked if he wanted the same type of job, in a different firm. He accepted. This is the second time 
we have prayed for his employment situation to change immediately, and it has. So let’s praise God for his 
ways and timings and his faithfulness to us, even when we are unfaithful.” 

We hope that the Marshalls will be able to come and visit us in the Summer at some point.  

Peter Hemming 



Feasting and Fasting  (continued) 

The good life, feasting, means that you can eat from your 

own tree. You don’t have to work for someone else, and 

they take the profits of your labour, but you eat your own 

harvest and owe no one anything. That to the people of 

Jesus’ day was heaven. And if we are talking about 

feasting and fasting, that is a moral question for our own 

day: How many people today live from hand to mouth? 

How many people are on zero hours contracts? How 

many people will be on enforced fasting, whether they 

like it or not? 
 

It’s ironic that in my opening story, fish was seen as a sign 

of fasting. When the first rules about fasting were devel-

oped, meat would have been a rare delicacy. For many 

living by the sea, fish would have been a staple diet. For 

us that is probably inverted. We are probably mainly 

meat eaters, and fish is often a delicacy. Fish on Friday to 

our two friends, would be anything but fasting. 
 

Later on in the Lord’s Prayer, we pray, ‘Give us today our 

daily bread.’ There is another possible meaning of the 

words in the original Greek: ‘Give us today the bread for 

tomorrow.’ Meaning that Jesus was concerned that we 

should be looking for more than just a hand to mouth 

existence.  

To have food for tomorrow in your food cupboard as 

well as enough for today would be comfortable living.  

But it seems to be more than this: eating is a looking for-

ward to the Kingdom of Heaven. Jesus took the matter 

of daily eating and drinking as a sign of his presence: 

“Do this in remembrance of me.”  Luke 22: 19 

I wonder if Jesus meant whenever you take bread and 

drink wine, the staple food of his day, ‘do this to remem-

ber me’. Is this lunch today a Eucharist, communion with 

him? Because we are sharing food with each other, Jesus 

is in the midst of us. So feasting in the Christian tradition 

is a sign of the Kingdom of God, a sign of the restoration 

of all things.  

 

“Is this not the fast that I have chosen: to loose the bonds 

of wickedness, to undo the heavy burdens, to let the op-

pressed go free, to share your bread with the hungry.”  

Isaiah 58: 6                                

If we do that, we shall find that we are truly feasting in 

the Kingdom of God.  

 

          Revd Tony Whatmough, Team Rector,     

 Headingley Team Ministry 
 

 

Churches Together in Headingley Lent Lunch,                
Headingley Methodist Church, March 2017  

Our curate-to-be in the Team Ministry,  Angela 
Birkin, will be ordained deacon on the morning of 

Saturday 1 July 2017               
at Bradford Cathedral.   

Please remember Angela in 
your prayers at this time       

and as she prepares to start            
ministry among us here. 

New Ministry in the Headingley Team 

 

 

 

100 years after his death, a parishioner of St Chad’s Headingley who was posthumously 
awarded a Victoria Cross, has been honoured with a commemorative paving stone at 
the Church’s War Memorial.  Acting Captain David Philip Hirsch (from Weetwood 
Grove, Far Headingley) served with the Prince of Wales’s own 4th Battalion the York-
shire Regiment. He was killed in action, at the age of 20, on St George’s Day 1917.      On 
Thursday 27 April, during a moving ceremony at their war memorial, St Chad’s unveiled 
a commemorative stone dedicated to his memory. The ceremony, which was attended 
by the Lord Mayor of Leeds and David Hirsh's niece Pamela Holliday and great nephews 

Jarvis Browning and Phil Kilpin, included an overview of his life, the formal citation, and the dedication of the commemorative 
stone. It was featured on local TV “Made in Leeds”.                                                                                       
 

Acting Captain David Philip Hirsch was serving with the 4th Battalion the Yorkshire Regiment, part of 150 Brigade.  
As part of the 50th Division Captain Hirsch and his men were ordered to attack the German positions in what be-
came known as the Second Battle of the Scarpe. This offensive was to be carried out over a nine mile front. The 
attack would be made by the 150th Brigade with the 4th East Yorks on the right and 4th Yorks on the left. Each 
battalion kept one company in support. After about 100 yards they ran into their own creeping barrage which 
was advancing too slowly. Intense enemy fire also held up the 4th Battalion able to charge into the German front 
trench after help from one of the supporting tanks. 

By 05.25 hours, they reached the German trench. Their success was not matched by the two battalions on either 
side of them. The 4th Yorks soon found themselves alone and under fire from three sides. They therefore began to 
dig in along a line 100 to 200 yards to the west of the first objective. Though enemy rifle and artillery fire had prac-
tically ceased, machine-gun fire was increasing in intensity, particularly from the left flank. Captain Hirsch, by this 
time the only officer left, established a defensive flank with half of ‘Y’ Company along a line above and parallel to 
the River Cojeul. With the remainder of the Battalion – about 150 men – he decided to hold on to his position and 
sent back for reinforcements. The situation was critical for the Yorkshiremen. The Germans were massing for a 
counter-attack and Hirsch knew that something extraordinary would be needed if the position was to be held. 

 

Announcing the VC award in June 1917, the London Gazette said: “Captain Hirsch, although twice 
wounded, returned over fire swept slopes to satisfy himself that the defensive flank was being es-
tablished. Machine gun fire was so intense that it was necessary for him to be continuously up and 
down the line encouraging his men to hold the position. He continued to encourage his men by 
standing on the parapet and steadying them in the face of machine gun fire until he was killed.       
His conduct throughout was a magnificent example of the greatest devotion to duty.” 
 

Article adapted from a post by the Diocesan Communications Officer, Alison Bogle, at  leeds.anglican.org / news 

For excellent television coverage of the ceremony go to the “Made in Leeds” website and click on the “Catch Up” tab. Then the news 
programme “On the Aire” for 27 April. The footage is about 5 minutes into the programme — c.f.  madeinleeds.tv / catchup 

On Sunday 2 April a Service of       
Re-dedication was held at the War 
Memorial at St Michael’s, along 
with the addition of an extra name. 
This all came about thanks to Gra-
ham Wright,   grandson of Reginald, 
who while researching his family 
history, discovered that Reginald’s 
name was missing from the Ceno-
taph. At the time we produced a 
memorial booklet as part of our 

World War One commemorative exhibition, Graham spotted 
the error on line and contacted Tony and myself. 
 

Further research by the family history team at Leeds Central 
Library and letters to the Yorkshire Evening Post were finally 

rewarded when Councillor Al Garthwaite 
saw the letter and sprang into action. The 
Cenotaph was cleaned and Reginald’s 
name duly added. 

Reginald lived at Trelawn Terrace in Head-
ingley, where he was a plumber by trade. 
He was married to Maud Horsey and they 
had one child, Edward (Graham’s father), 
born in October 1913.  He served with the 227th Field Company 
(Stockton on Tees) Royal Engineers and lost his life on 28 
March 1916. He is buried in Heath Cemetery, Harbonnieres, 
Picardy, France.  

Graham’s research finally proved fruitful and we hope that he 
is happy with the results.  

Glynis Dickson 

Sapper Reginald Wright 

VC parishioner honoured at St Chad's 

https://www.madeinleeds.tv/catchup/?c=news&p=x4ug8n&v=x5knfl7&pg=1

