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DO YOU NEED A FUNCTION ROOM OR HALL FOR 

A SOCIAL OR BUSINESS EVENT 

 

ST CHADS PARISH CENTRE 
OTLEY ROAD,FAR HEADINGLEY,LEEDS LS16 5JT                         

Tel. 0113 2307665Email. stchadspc@btinternet.com  

PARKING for 70 cars with additional overspill                           

FUNCTION HALL for 250 seated or 200 dancing                             

MEETINGHALL for up to 100 seated or 70 partying                         

COMMITTEE ROOMS for up to 20                                               

LOUNGE BAR for 30 seated with 30 standing                                

KITCHEN with crockery and cutlery for 150 

Come and see our accessible facilities for a wide range of uses , 

to arrange visit or for more information contact Tracey Teasdale 

St Chad’s Kneelers – Photo by Roger and Anna Stannard  

www.stchads.co.uk www.st-michaels-headingley.org.uk  www.allhallowsleeds.org   
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Team Rector and Vicar of St Chad’s                                                                                                     
Rev’d Hannah Lievesley – 0113 2103497 

Team Vicar and Vicar of St Michael’s                                                                                                          
Rev’d Dr Angela Birkin – 07506 056185 

Team Vicar and Vicar of All Hallows                                                                                                    
Rev’d Heston Groenewald – 07595 261389 

Team Curate                                                                                                                                                 
Rev’d Joshua Peckett – 07869162110 

Churchwardens                                                                                                                         
Helen Cruickshank – 0113 274 1430                                                                                     

Alison Gallant  - 07947 636251 

Parish Administrator—Christine Khullar 
0113 2744322  Email: office@stchads.co.uk 

Opening Times: 9am – 12 noon,  Mon, Tues, Thurs & Fri 
Secretary to the Parochial Church Council 

Helen Steele – 07816 755165  
Organist and Choirmaster—Richard Wilson – 0113 266 2823 

Parish Centre Caretaker—John Bremner—07835 096428   

Churchwardens 
Ann Dudzinski – 07763 305866 

Secretary to the Parochial Church Council 
Katie Robinson  

Honorary Treasurer—Janet Lewis – 0113 275 1939 
Director of Music—David Walls 

Rainbow Junktion Managers 
Emily Carrigan & Wren Boon—07421 455346 

Headingley and All Hallows Team Ministry 

St Chad’s Who’s Who 

St Michael’s Who’s Who 
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All Hallows Who’s Who 

St Chads Diary 
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This Month’s Editorial Team 

Editor Andy Freeth, supported by Hannah Lievesley 

and Angela Birkin 

Party over or just beginning?  
 

How was your Holy Week and               
Easter this year?  ‘Complete!’, might 
be a pretty good description after 
the previous two covid-disrupted 
Easters! Wasn’t it wonderful to be 
able to have the full programme of 
services? This year, we were able to 
really enter into the experiences of 
the first disciples as they walked 
alongside Jesus on his journey to 
the cross and discovered the                    
wonder of the empty tomb on the 
first Easter morning. It was great 
to enjoy some of these services 
jointly as a team again too, after 
worshipping in our separate churches for so long. Together, we 
journeyed from the Garden of Gethsemane to Pilate’s palace in 
the Tenebrae service at St Michael’s; gathered around the table 
of the last supper, eating lamb, flatbread and bitter herbs at        
St Chad’s on Maundy Thursday; and huddled around the fire as 
the sun rose on All Hallows at Easter Dawn, scoffing fishfinger 
breakfast butties as we remembered Peter and the risen Jesus 
barbecuing fish on the beach. Amazing!   
 

The Sunday after Easter is sometimes referred to as ‘Low             
Sunday’ because it comes after all the high festivities of Easter 
Day, the climax of the season. But in reality, Easter is not so 
much the end of a season as the beginning of one. Having            
discovered the empty tomb, and met with the risen Jesus, the 
disciples are left wondering what to do next.  

Maundy Thursday Last Supper at St Chad’s 



 

 

4 
29  

Jesus doesn’t hesitate in giving them their mission: they are to 
spread the news, ‘preaching to all nations, in his name,            
beginning at Jerusalem.’ (Luke 24:47). Having seen what           
happened to their leader when he did this, I’m guessing the 
disciples feel a little apprehensive at this point.  Thankfully, 
they are not left to do this in their own strength. Jesus tells 
them to wait until he has ascended to his Father, after which 
time they will be ‘clothed with power from on high’……cue the 
Holy Spirit and the exciting next phase of the disciples’ journey 
told in the book of Acts. 
 

Of course, the baton the disciples took from Jesus has now 
been passed on to us. We are the ones who have inherited the 
mission to spread the word ‘afresh in every generation’. 
Thankfully we don’t have to do it alone either. As it was with 
those first disciples, we too have the Holy Spirit to help and 
equip us, and a team of faithful companions to share in the 
task. I’m excited to see how this mission unfolds across our 
team and parishes over the months to come. What part might 
you play in it? 

 

Rev’d Hannah Lievesley 

One commentator, David Y Gardland, describes the disciples on the           
Emmaus Road as ‘walking in a fog of doubt in the very presence of the 
risen Messiah’, and I wonder how true that is of some of us today.  
 

Doubt is natural isn’t it? It’s actually an essential part of good judgement. 
We have to have doubt in order to properly investigate and not just take 
everything on face value. Doubt is part of the process of getting to the 
truth.  
 

There are some who would say Christians shouldn’t have any doubt. But 
actually, doubt can be helpful to developing a mature and robust faith. 
There’s a saying that ‘doubt is the ants in the pants of faith’. Doubt can be 
the catalyst for serious investigation, prayer and study leading to a             
revelation or deeper belief.  
 

But there is also a downside. Doubt can also be used by us as an excuse. 
An excuse for inaction perhaps: ‘Yes, Jesus was a good man, but I’m not 
sure I can really believe that faith in Jesus is ‘life-saving’, as he claimed, so 
I don’t want to commit too much of my life to him yet’.  
 

Doubt can also become something we treasure because it allows us to 
elevate ourselves intellectually above others who ‘naively’ believe; or to      
protect ourselves against the scorn of those who might think we ‘naively’  
believe. No-one wants to look foolish!  
 

And yet Jesus is quick to say, it is those who are slow to believe who are 
the foolish ones.  
 

Thankfully Jesus is ever gracious, even in our doubt and scorn. He never 
tires of coming alongside us to meet us in our unbelief and call us back to 
faith in him. 
 

The disciples on the Emmaus Road had turned their backs on the hope 
that Jesus was their Saviour. They were on their way out of town, ready 
to put it all behind them. But Jesus met them in their fog of doubt, 
opened the scriptures to them, broke bread with them and gave them 
eyes to see him and hearts to believe in him again. They couldn’t get back 
to Jerusalem fast enough.  
 

I pray that in your moments of doubt, or in those aspects of faith that you                
struggle with, you will persevere and actively seek to encounter Jesus 
through reading the scriptures and coming to meet with him in the  
breaking of the bread.  
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St Chad’s Youth Group  
 

Take a look at what the St Chad’s Youth Group have been up to                                     
over the last few months. 

 

February 2022 – What is worship?  
 

Since our sleepover in January we have        
continued to explore our theme of                            
Encountering  Jesus, reflecting on his meetings 
with the paralyzed man, Mary and Martha, 
and the men on the Road to Emmaus. As well 
as exploring these encounters we have also 
been finding out the answer to the question, 
‘What is Worship?’ and asking, ‘What does it 
mean for us to worship individually, corporately, intimately and in our                          
lifestyle?’  In February we also hosted a social evening. These evenings are 
great opportunities for new members to join in and see what we are about. 
This time around, we hosted a board games night, with everyone bringing 
their favourite board game as we challenged each other to be the ultimate 
board game champion. 
 

March 2022 - Weekend away 

March brought us another night away, this time joining up 
with the Mission United Faith in Life (MUFIL) event. We 
joined up with other youth groups from across Leeds and 
Bradford to spend time worshipping Jesus, having fun and 
games together. We interacted together in all sorts of             
activities, mission projects, times 
of teaching and worship all with 
the view to equip and inspire us to 
be followers for Jesus within all 
arenas of life.  

One of our mission focuses for the 
weekend was creating a mural on 
the wall of Bethel Community 
Church to spread a message of love to the local housing      
estate and invite them into the church. This was a lot of fun to 
create and be a part of. We also designed messages on stones 
for people to see as they enter the local primary school. 

An extract from Revd Hannah’s Evensong Sermon  
“On the Road to Emmaus” 

 

Jesus himself came up and walked along with the disciples; but 
they were kept from recognizing him. (Luke 24:15-16) 

 

Fog of doubt 
 

Opticians are doing a roaring trade at the moment.  It’s all those people 
who’ve been walking around in a fog for months during lockdown and are 
now about to get new lenses and have their 20:20 vision restored.  
 

One of the long-debated puzzles about the road to Emmaus encounter, is, 
why on earth the disciples didn’t immediately recognise the risen Jesus for 
who he was? It certainly couldn’t have been due to lockdown lenses. So 
why, when he walks up alongside them on the road, do they not instantly 
‘see’ him for who he is? 
 

Jesus, in his teaching and healing ministry, often spoke of spiritual               
blindness. This spiritual blindness, was usually attributed to the Pharisees, 
but in Luke’s gospel, it is also often the disciples who fall foul of it. Often, 
they fail to see and understand Jesus as the Messiah, whilst others, not 
nearly as close to Jesus, (even the physically blind, like the beggar outside            
Jericho), have the spiritual insight to recognise Jesus as the Son of God. 
 

I've worn glasses since I was five years old, so I've sat in a lot of opticians’ 
chairs and peered through probably hundreds of different lenses in the 
search for the right ones to give me absolute clarity of sight. As part of 
that process, the optician alternates different lenses in front of the eyes 
saying, ‘is that better or worse? … better or worse?’ As you get towards 
the end of the process it can be quite hard to know which lens is better, 
and ultimately you have to go with your instinct.  
 

Faith can sometimes be a little like that. There are different ways of             
looking at the world, the universe, God, and each other. We can weigh up 
the evidence around us in our science and history books, and add that 
learning to all that we experience as human and spiritual beings, and that 
can take us so far, but the last part really depends on our instinct or                   
inclination of heart.  



 

 

How to Contribute
By Cheques - Anyone wishing to send a cheque to their church office can still do 

so, made payable to the relevant church, in our case “St Chad’s PCC” or “St 
Michael’s Headingley PCC”.

Instant Transfer - Use of bank transfer or “faster payment” on internet banking 
would make the funds arrive within 24 hours. 

Bank Details:
St Chads PCC Sort code: 60–12–39   Acc number:  8675 8799 

St Michaels Headingley PCC – Sort code: 05-00-75 - Acc number: 1171 8829

Online - Please go to www.stchads.co.uk and look for the 
“Golden Giving Donate Now” button at the bottom   

www.st-michaels-headingley.org.uk and click on the JustGiving link account
By Text - Text STCHAD 5 to 70490 to donate £5 – If you wish to donate more 

replace 5 with any whole number between 1 and 20
If you wish to donate specifically for the Parish Centre - Please put a message in 

the box saying Parish Centre. The text cost will be the value donated plus a 
standard text fee
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St Michael’s and All Angels’ charity of the season for                     
April to June

You can help children living in poverty in Leeds.

Our Mission
We deliver beds and basics to children in poverty, to help 

families in crisis rise up from surviving to thriving so children 
can Eat, Sleep and Learn.

Our Vision
Partnering with schools to give Every Head a Bed. 
Supporting families to make every house a home.

Our Values
Energy-Giving

Equal Opportunities to Succeed

Education Makes the Difference

Excellence

Please donate at St Michael’s or online at zarach.org

Thank you.

Many thanks Revd Angela Birkin

St Michael & 
All Angels’ 
Charity of 

the Season
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April 2022 - Build up to Easter 

In April we geared up towards Easter, as well as                    
continuing the themes that have guided us through this 
term. We were able to reflect on the Easter story and 
the meaning it has for us. A labyrinth was set up in the 
church which took us through 7 stations relating to the 
events of Jesus’ crucifixion and resurrection. Each       
interactive station provided a way we could pray and 
respond – making footprints in sand, feeling the                   

sharpness of the nails as we contemplated the cross, tasting the sour vinegar 
offered to Jesus by the soldiers, and finishing with the celebration of new life at 
the empty tomb – with chocolate mini-eggs of course! This was a really great and 
reflective way to pray and connect with God before we then paused for our               
Easter break. 

We began our new summer term with a social night, creating exciting stop-motion 
animation films. Using Lego, Jenga bricks and Play-Doh,  some hilarious and totally 
unique animations came to life. This was hugely entertaining and was very                      
interesting to see what each small                                     
group produced.  

If you’re interested in joining us, and are 
aged 11-14 here is the programme for the 
next few weeks. If a young person in your 

family would like to try it out,                                                                
(with no long-term commitment!),                       

do get in touch with one of the leadership 
team or bring them along to the                           

Parish Centre on a Friday night 7.30-9pm. 

Ollie Greenfield—07964 781169 

ollie@missionalgen.co.uk  

 Rev Hannah—0113 2103497 

hannah.lievesley@leeds.anglican.org  

 Linda Ward—0113 2785734  

timandlindaward@ntlworld.com  

mailto:ollie@missionalgen.co.uk
mailto:hannah.lievesley@leeds.anglican.org
mailto:timandlindaward@ntlworld.com
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Raise Funds for St Chad’s at no extra cost to yourself. 
 

Are you buying online: your weekly shop, holidays, or insurance? These        
purchases can raise money St Chad’s. Simply register with 

www.easyfundraising.org.uk or download the app. And choose ‘St Chad's 
Church Headingley’ as the charity you wish to support. 

 
How does it work? 

Just start online shopping first at easyfundraising, then shop as normal. The 
shops you buy from then make a small donation to say “thank you”. If you are 
already registered, check you’ve set up the Donation 

Reminder Tool which    automatically provides a 
prompt on the search engine listing of a retailer. 

 
Shopping at Amazon?  

They have a similar scheme. You can register with     Amazon Smile to raise 
money for St Chad’s too. Go to https://smile.amazon.co.uk  set up an account 

and choose to support ‘The Parochial Church Council Of The Ecclesiastical     
Parish Of St Chad, Far Headingley, Leeds’ . Then in future you can shop on    

Amazon whilst earning donations for St Chad’s by always logging in via 
smile.amazon.co.uk  

 
Just a few of the 4,000+ EasyFundraising on-line retailers: Supermarkets -  

Sainsbury’s Waitrose Iceland - Online delivery only High Street Retailers on-line 
- John Lewis Argos Wilko Curry’s etc … Electrical goods - AO.com Appliances     

Direct Mobile Phone network installations/supplier changes  Broadband             
installations and supplier changes including USwitch Holidays and travel - Jet2 

TravelZoo Haven Best Western LBA Carparking Fred Olsen Car Hire Hotel chains 
Airlines etc … Home and Motor Insurance renewals and changes  

 
Note that retailers are added or removed from the  

list so check when ordering. 

Ascension, by Malcolm Guite 
 

We saw his light break through the cloud of glory 
Whilst we were rooted still in time and place 

As earth became a part of Heaven’s story 
And heaven opened to his human face. 

We saw him go and yet we were not parted 
He took us with him to the heart of things 

The heart that broke for all the broken-hearted 
Is whole and Heaven-centred now, and sings, 

Sings in the strength that rises out of weakness, 
Sings through the clouds that veil him from our sight, 

Whilst we ourselves become his clouds of witness 
And sing the waning darkness into light, 

His light in us, and ours in him concealed, 
Which all creation waits to see revealed. 

https://smile.amazon.co.uk
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All Hallows are live in church and online.

Taking turns among the congregation to help 
lead the service. Join us….

10.30am Eucharist
Sundays on Facebook Live

@allhallows.leeds



 

 

Funerals 

‘May they rest in peace and rise in glory.’

1 April - Dr John Kirkham - Aged 67 - St Chad’s

Interments 

28 April - Norman Kidd - Aged 92 - St Chad’s

Weddings 

‘Marriage is a way of life made holy by God’

None this month
9  
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Tuesday  3rd May 7.30pm—Knit and Natter 

Venue—Bar Area Parish Centre 

Thursday 12th May—Spring lunch £15 Buffet lunch served in 
the parish centre small hall 12.30 for 1 o’clock. Come and 

meet the new Diocesan President Elaine Swinhoe names to 
elizabeth with money by Sunday 8th May   

All Welcome 

For further details please contact Elizabeth Branch Leader                           
Elizabetheden9@gmail.com - 01132787990  

The copy deadline for our May Magazine is Monday 16th May   

Please send your article to stchadsmagazine@hotmail.co.uk 

St Chad’s
Annual 

Parochial 
Church 

Meeting 
2022

Annual Parochial Church 
Meeting 2022

I hereby give notice that the 
St Chad's Annual Church 
Meeting will be held on 

Sunday 15 May in Church after 
the 9.30am service

Please contact the 
Churchwardens if you would like 

more information.

Helen Steele, PCC Secretary
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Diary of a church Dog 
 

Well folks it was that time of year again! Which? I hear you ask. Lent? 
Spring? Eurovision? Mumma planning her Easter Sunday hat? Nope 
although all of these were in fact correct, the season I am referring to 
is awards season: Golden Globes, BAFTAs and Oscars and it is to the 
latter that I wish to ponder. No one could have failed to see the Chris 
Rock Will Smith incident at the Oscars and I found myself wondering 
WWJD? (What Would Jesus Do?)  
 

Before the schools broke up for Easter St Michaels hosted the children 
from the school on a Holy Week Journey. They came into church at the 
Mount of Olives and travelled into Jerusalem shouting ‘Hosanna.’ but 
the happy laughing crowd soon turned to shouting ‘release Barabbas’ 
and ‘crucify him.’ Then finally the joy of the hallelujahs of Easter Day.   
 

Jesus was lauded as a saviour, a hero, a new hope for his people. Then 
the people turned against him and mocked and derided him. Yet he 
did not respond. He took the name calling, the lies against him, the   
betrayal and denials of his closest friends, he took them all and then 
from the cross he spoke the words, ‘Father forgive them’  
 

WWJD? Jesus teaches us forgive and turn the other cheek. As we have 
just celebrated Easter let us try to be like Jesus and move forward in a 
sense of love and forgiveness rejoicing in the resurrection of light over 
darkness. 
 

There is a saying ‘Be more dog’ as a dog I can 
wholeheartedly endorse this. We love                         
unequivocally, wag our tails in joy and in my case 
sing loudly to express happiness. We try every day 
to be like Jesus and share our love and joy                      
forgiving without judgement and never asking for 
anything in return save that you love us back. 
 

May God bless you and may you always be                      
forgiven and forgiving. 

Much love TJ  

Living better with change, Elizabeth Pearson  
 

Last Autumn I did an on-line course with 
the Diocese of Leeds called Saving                   
Creation. It looked at Climate Change and 
how to develop a strategy to reduce our 
Carbon footprint and achieve Net Zero Carbon at St Chad’s Church              
by 2030.  
 

The over-riding message was that although we are clearly in a Climate 
Emergency, we should not worry or suffer through depression or  
anxiety, but use our energies wisely to make small changes and work 
together.  St Chad’s Green Team announced our commitments to the 
Climate Change Emergency in a church service last September 2021. 
As our efforts continue, we want everyone in our church                              
community to continue to take part and engage in these vital                        
activities.  
 

It is easy to get caught up in life’s busyness and our daily                                 
commitments without realising how serious things are both here and 
around the world. Although the winter storms of early 2022 were not 
a symptom of climate change, we did see Britain lose over one million 
trees. This was partly due to how climate change has negatively 
affected the growing conditions of trees and the soil around the 
roots, as well as more diseases, meaning trees have become                                
increasingly vulnerable to harsh weather. With less trees, this has   
obvious impacts on our local environment, as well as providing less                
oxygen in the air to breathe. 
 

Both here and around the world, there are increasing signs of                  
extreme weather including drought, floods, storm surges,                            
thunderstorms, lightning, tropical cyclones, tornadoes, dust and sand 
storms, excessively high and low temperatures, and blizzards. These 
can affect us in many ways, but primarily it affects our livelihoods and 
safety, our food security, and our ability to grow and access food.  



 

 

11  

For example, in parts of Eastern Africa and the Sudan, temperatures 
have really escalated and there has been a drought for over a year 
without any rainfall. This has meant that plants and vegetation 
don’t grow, which affects both humans and animals because they 
can’t survive in these harsh climates. It is very upsetting to see that 
many species of Safari animals have started to die out there                    
because there is insufficient 
food and water for them to 
survive. It has also meant 
that people have left their 
homes and migrated to             
other areas where they can 
live more safely.  
 

To summarise, it’s really   
important for us all to make 
changes, even small       
changes, at a local level, 
which can make a difference. Please take part in the recycling and 
reusing activities in the porch at St Chad’s. There are also the giving 
boxes for PAFRAS which supports refugees in Leeds with food and 
basic provisions. There is a fortnightly meeting on the 1st and 3rd                        
Saturdays of the month, (March to October) when volunteers can 
get involved with churchyard activities including practical gardening 
and planting projects around the outside of the church.  
 

We also work closely with St Michael’s and All Hallows Church             
connecting with their café, food, and refugee projects.  

Focus on Disability: Living and Worshiping 
 

Our churches should be a place of welcome for 
everyone, but sadly there can be unknown            
barriers which prevent people from accessing 
our services and feeling fully included in our 
worshipping community. When we think of              
disability, we often think first of ‘seen’ disabilities, perhaps 
people with mobility limitations, or wheelchair users. It’s easy 
to assume that disability is an issue only for the minority, 
when actually the majority of us live with some kind limiting 
condition, often ‘unseen’, whether it be imperfect vision,               
failing hearing, dyslexia, back pain, I could go on! 
 

Tim Ward, the Disability Representative at St Chad’s, is                    
planning an audit of our facilities and services to identify 
ways we can get better at meeting the needs of those            
living and worshipping with disability. Katharine -Alice 
Grasham will be joining us at the 9.30am services on 1st and 
8th May to share her wisdom with us. Until very  recently 
Katherine-Alice was the Disability Officer for the diocese. 
After these services, there will be an opportunity to offer 
some written feedback about living and worshipping with  
disability. Can you help us to develop our disability             
awareness, understanding and inclusion?  
 

If you can’t be at the 9.30am services but would like 
to offer your insight or assistance in another way, 

please do contact Tim Ward who would love                         
to hear from you:                                                                     

timandlindaward@ntlworld.com, 07717 584502. 
22 
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Michael Kirkby   

Painter & Decorator 

01924 401 210  

07985 394 297 

 

FREE  ESTIMATES 

 * NO VAT *  

WORK GUARANTEED 
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DOYLE ROOFING &                          

PROPERTY MAINTANENCE 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED                        

Insurance Work Welcome                                  

For a Friendly,  Reliable Service                       

Contact Mr Doyle                                            

Tel (0113)2740526  Mob 07761 704876 

Slating, Tiling, Guttering,                 

UPVC Facias, Soffitts & Gutters                        

Chimneys lowered and Repointed  

Velux Windows                                          

Flat Roofing                                                  

Built up felt                                                    

Building Work                                              

Rubber Roofing                                               

Full House Repointing 
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Building Surveys 

RICS Homebuyers 

Valuations 

Defect Reports 

14 
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Domestic & Emergency Plumber 

 
Bathroom Installation Specialist 

Emergency 

Callout 24/7 

with no charge 

No job too small 

Free Quotes  

Fully Insured 

City and Guilds 

Qualified 

0113 2260256 or 

07886 103287 
Cookridge, Leeds 

Stockist of: Locally sourced bread, 
eggs and dairy products, environ-

mentally friendly toiletries and 
cleaning products, remedies, supple-

ments, food for special  diets and 
high quality groceries. 

www.naturalfoodstore.coop 

0113 278 4944             
23 North Lane, Headingley      

Weekdays 9am-5.30pm        

Saturday 9am-5.00pm 

Think Global...Shop Local 

mailto:info@abbeyupholstery.co.uk
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Tenebrae at St Michael’s 
 

During Holy Week this year, there was a new addition to services 
at St Michael’s – the service of Tenebrae on Holy Wednesday 
evening. 
 

It was a moving service of candlelight, contemplation, and music, 
beautifully performed by the choir. Tenebrae may not be familiar 
to you, so here’s a short introduction to what I would argue is one 
of the most poignant services in the Christian church: 
 

To summarize it simply, Tenebrae is a meditation on the events of 
Holy Week in which worshippers are invited to reflect on the 
suffering of Jesus and God’s love for all people.  
 

Originally, Tenebrae was the medieval offices of Matins and Lauds 
sung on the Thursday, Friday, and Saturday of Holy Week, but by 
anticipation (that is, on the night before). A distinctive feature of 
the service is the use of candles, which are slowly extinguished 
through the course of the liturgy, until only one remains, to           
symbolize the enveloping darkness of Jesus’ arrest, torture, death, 
and burial. This is likely how the service got its name – tenebrae 
being the Latin word for ‘darkness’ or ‘shadows’. 
 

At the height of the service, the removal of the last candle           
sometimes called the Christ candle – from view signifies the       
apparent victory of the forces of evil over good. Has the Light of 
the World been extinguished? In the silence, a rumbling noise 
(strepitus in Latin) begins – enthusiastically provided by choir and 
clergy stamping their feet! This recalls the earthquake at the                     
crucifixion, which tore apart the Temple veil. It is then that the        
solitary Christ candle returns to view, still burning: a sign that the 
Light of Christ can never be put out, and a symbol of our Easter 
hope, even in the midst of such deep darkness. 

Tenebrae today is celebrated in a great variety of forms.             
Sometimes focus is given to readings from the Psalms and    
Lamentations of Jeremiah, as well as music known as the                
Tenebrae Responsories. The rites have attracted musical attention 
from composers such as Lassus, Gesualdo, Allegri, and                      
Charpentier, amongst others. 
 

The service at St Michael’s followed the story of the Passion, as 
told by the Gospel of Matthew, from the agonizing vigil in the      
Garden of Gethsemane to Pilate’s sentencing of Jesus to death by 
crucifixion. This was accompanied by verses from the Psalms, in 
dialogue with the anguished Christ, hymns and chorales from JS 
Bach’s St Matthew Passion. 
 

When Holy Week comes around again, perhaps you may like to 
experience Tenebrae for yourselves. Holy Week can be a difficult 
time to bear, dwelling as it does on some of the worst experiences 
any person can suffer. But it is also a journey through the mystery 
of God’s love for all people and we are comforted that nothing 
can separate us from God. Jesus suffered the worst in his death so 
that we might have the best – eternal life with God and with each 
other. If Tenebrae sounds like a good place to explore this great 
mystery of sacrifice and love, do join us next year. 
 

Rev Josh Peckett 


