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PARKING for 70 cars with additional overspill

FUNCTION HALL for 250 seated or 200 dancing
MEETINGHALL for up to 100 seated or 70 partying
COMMITTEE ROOMS for up to 20
LOUNGE BAR for 30 seated with 30 standing
KITCHEN with crockery and cutlery for 150
Come and see our accessible facilities for a wide range of uses ,
to arrange visit or for more information contact Tracey Teasdale

ST CHADS PARISH CENTRE

OTLEY ROAD,FAR HEADINGLEY,LEEDS LS16 5JT

Tel. 0113 2307665Email. stchadspc@btinternet.com

www.stchads.co.uk www.st-michaels-headingley.org.uk www.allhallowsleeds.org

Headingley and All Hallows Team Ministry
Team Rector and Vicar of St Chad’s
Rev’d Hannah Lievesley – 0113 2103497
Team Vicar and Vicar of St Michael’s
Rev’d Dr Angela Birkin – 07506 056185
Team Vicar and Vicar of All Hallows
Rev’d Heston Groenewald – 07595 261389
Team Curate
Rev’d Joshua Peckett – 07869162110

St Chad’s Who’s Who
Churchwardens
Helen Cruickshank – 0113 274 1430
Alison Gallant - 07947 636251
Parish Administrator—Christine Khullar
0113 2744322 Email: office@stchads.co.uk
Opening Times: 9am – 12 noon, Mon, Tues, Thurs & Fri
Secretary to the Parochial Church Council
Helen Steele – 07816 755165
Organist and Choirmaster—Richard Wilson – 0113 266 2823

St Michael’s Who’s Who
Parish Centre Caretaker—John Bremner—07835 096428
Churchwardens
Ann Dudzinski – 07763 305866
Rebecca Crowson – 0113 226 4431
Secretary to the Parochial Church Council
Katie Robinson
Honorary Treasurer—Janet Lewis – 0113 275 1939
Director of Music—David Walls

All Hallows Who’s Who
Rainbow Junktion Managers
Emily Carrigan & Wren Boon—07421 455346
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Confirmations at St Michael’s and St Chad’s
We celebrate as people from across our parishes
confirm their faith in Jesus.

All Hallows are live in church and online.
Taking turns among the congregation to help
lead the service. Join us….

10.30am Eucharist
Sundays on Facebook Live

@allhallows.leeds

At the time of writing,
I am preparing for a
Service of Confirmation.
In the Church of England,
we get confirmed when
we decide for ourselves
that we are ready to trust
and follow Jesus as our
saviour. This might come
as a natural progression from being baptised as a baby and
wanting to affirm our continuing faith once we can decide for
ourselves, or as a result of coming to faith as an adult. Bishop
Paul, the Bishop of Kirkstall, will be joining us for the service to
confirm five adults and three young people from St Chad’s and
St Michael’s in their decision to follow Jesus. He will lay his hand
upon each of them; will remind them that God has a called each
of them by name; and will pray for a strengthening of the Holy
Spirit within them. Beautiful!

One of the loveliest parts of preparing for a confirmation service
is getting to know those who have chosen to be confirmed and
seeing God at work in their lives. Sometimes the decision to
become confirmed has been preceded by a time of uncertainty
or struggle with faith, or comes after a time of drifting and
feeling God drawing us back to Him. Those from St Michael’s and
St Chad’s who are getting confirmed this time were invited to
share something of their own journey to this point:
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“Reasonably late in life I feel drawn back to the Church. I am
excited to make this commitment today, and I hope it will bring a
new sense of purpose and of belonging …” - Emma
“There are times when Christian religion seems too ridiculous or
burdensome to persevere with. Even so, I cannot deny that
something deep inside me believes that my redeemer lives.
Jesus has promised to turn my weeping to joy and I know it is
true… As I start my Christian adulthood, I hope and pray that He
will teach me to live and love as He did.” - Alec
“I’m excited to confirm my faith in front of you all. No doubt I’ve
had a rocky walk, mountains, valleys, and at times I’ve
backslidden, but God has never let me go.” – Lucy
For those at the service who are already confirmed, perhaps the
most challenging moment is when we are reminded of our own
commitment to Christ and are commissioned afresh to live it out:
To continue to worship, pray, break bread, and share fellowship
together; to resist what is sinful; to love and serve our
neighbour; to share our faith in Christ with others; and always to
seek peace and justice.

Alice Smithson (23rd Oct 1927 - 2nd Sep 2021)
- an appreciation by Gwen Richards.
Alice Smithson attended St Michael’s for
many years. She was a lovely, kind and
considerate person who knew how to love
God’s people.
Alice was friendly and hardworking and I
learnt a lot from her. Late in life, and
despite her advanced age, she attended
French classes and was always keen to learn
alongside her husband Ralph who died in
2019.
Alice served the Lord with diligence and was a role model to me.
She was calm, clever, graceful, trustworthy and reliable. She
showed great enthusiasm for her favourite charities such as the
Children’s Society.
In my earlier years at St Michael’s I recall how Alice would
frequently come and sit next to me at the end of the service and tell
me how she enjoyed my hats, and how in her younger days hats
were worn a lot.

“With the help of God, we will”, we reply – knowing how much
that help is needed!

Alice attended Holy Communion on Wednesdays at St Michael’s
and I remember her beautiful smile and good conversation over
coffee.

The confirmation complete, all that is left is to welcome those
newly confirmed, saying:

We will miss Alice immensely and we thank God for her life.

“There is one Lord, one faith, one baptism: by one Spirit we are
all baptized into one body. We welcome you in the fellowship of
faith, we are children of the same heavenly Father;
we welcome you….” (Applause!)

Alice’s funeral was on September 23rd at St Michael’s.
May she rest in peace and rise in glory.
The copy deadline for our Dec Magazine is Monday 15th Nov
Please send your article to stchadsmagazine@hotmail.co.uk

Rev’d Hannah Lievesley
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In May, Hannah asked me and my family to
pilot a new scheme called “Creation Care”.
She was interested in rolling it out at church
if it went well and we were willing
guineapigs!
“The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it,
the world and all who live in it” Psalm 24:1.
Creation Care is a scheme that encourages households to care for God’s
world. It is designed to help households look at 7 areas in their life to see
if they are doing well and see how they can be better care for God’s creation. The areas are worship and prayer, home, garden, travel, food, possessions, community and global engagement. The website is very userfriendly: https://creationcare.org.uk. You start off by completing a questionnaire in a chosen area. This gives you an idea of how well you are doing and gives lots of tips and ideas of how you can improve. You then work
out your next steps in how you can care for creation. It celebrates your
success with bronze, silver and gold awards. Once you reach an award level, you can receive a certificate which can be given out in Church.
As a family, we completed the garden area questionnaire over a spectacularly rainy weekend. It was such a lovely way to keep in contact with
church over covid times and something enjoyable to do as a family activity. My children got excited about the idea of a certificate and about making little changes that could help their world. It prompted us to make
some small changes like connecting our water butt to the drain pipe and
planting a buddleia bush in the garden to attract butterflies. We did get
carried away and created a pond but that might not be for everyone!
I would encourage anyone to look at the Creation Care website and I
would love this scheme to take off in Saint Chads’ Church. We can make
more of a difference to our world if we do it together. With the climate
crisis upon us – it would be a great time to act together as a congregation
to care for our world.
Anna Stannard – St Chad’s Save the Planet group
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Appealing for a Church Treasurer and
Church Bookkeeper for St Chad’s
Do you know anyone
who would be able
and willing to explore
one of these roles?
Perhaps a friend of
family member?
We have tried to
recruit from within
the church family and
from voluntary
organisations, but so far have been unsuccessful and now
urgently need to fill the roles.

Michael Clark, our previous Church Treasurer, has done amazing
work to put new processes and systems in place to bring our
accounts into very good order. We are immensely grateful to
him. Michael is very happy to train up his successors and
professional support is available too.
Rather than recruit into the role as it stands, we are splitting the
one role into two: a treasurer and bookkeeper. This will make
each role more manageable. Either role could be a great
learning and development experience for someone younger
with a half-day or day a week to spare. Equally, they could be a
very fulfilling role for someone who is retired and willing to
commit a half-day or day a week to support our church.
To discuss what’s involved, please contact Churchwarden Alison
Gallant, Alison.gallant1962@gmail.com, 07947 636251.
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Have you visited the HEART Centre on Bennett
Road in Headingley?
Mike Bird, Centre Manager, describes how the
centre began and has developed:
HEART took on the old Bennett Road
School which closed due to low birth-rate
in Headingley. At the time – around 15
years ago – the area had a huge student
population. That has reduced but there is
still a sizeable student cohort. Local
residents got together to keep the
building in public ownership and, having
raised over £100K to refurbish the
building, were able to persuade the Council to provide the building on a
long-term lease. As a result, in 2011, HEART- Headingley Enterprise and
Arts Centre – opened its doors.
Over the past 10 years HEART has grown
and developed, offering a wide range of
activities to the community. We have
rooms for hire, a communal workspace,
an events programme, art exhibition
space and our on-site café: Assembly Bar
+ Kitchen. We also act as a base for
Aspire (formerly Adult Social Care) and
have two separate businesses
established here: Tiny Boo (a stay and play for parents and toddlers) and
‘The Green Yard’ plant shop.
Our plans for the future include doing more around sustainability. We
already have solar panels, a greywater system, do a lot of recycling and we
source our food locally, but we are aware there is more we could and
should do. In terms of activities, we hope to be lead by our community.
If they approach us with ideas we will do what we can to facilitate what
people want to see here. Ultimately we remain set up by the community,
run by the community, for the benefit of the community.
6

How to Contribute
By Cheques - Anyone wishing to send a cheque to their church office can still do
so, made payable to the relevant church, in our case “St Chad’s PCC” or “St
Michael’s Headingley PCC”.
Instant Transfer - Use of bank transfer or “faster payment” on internet banking
would make the funds arrive within 24 hours. For St Chad’s the details are:
Account Name: St Chads PCC Sort code: 60 – 12 – 39 Acc number: 8675 8799
Online - Please go to www.stchads.co.uk and look for the
“Golden Giving Donate Now” button at the bottom
www.st-michaels-headingley.org.uk and click on the JustGiving link

By Text - Text STCHAD 5 to 70490 to donate £5 – If you wish to donate more
replace 5 with any whole number between 1 and 20
If you wish to donate specifically for the Parish Centre - Please put a message in
the box saying Parish Centre. The text cost will be the value donated plus a
standard text fee

St Michael &
All Angels’
Charity of
the Season

St Michael’s charity of the season for
October and November
21Co. is a cafe & shop run for & by people
with Down syndrome in Headingley and is
part Sunshine and Smiles - Leeds Down
Syndrome Network.
Please support by donating at St Michael’s,
or by visiting their cafe and sampling their
delicious coffee (or tea) and cake!
For more info head over to Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/21co.sunshinea
ndsmiles
Thank you.

Many thanks Revd Angela Birkin
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Rise to the Moment Leeds
Raise Funds for St Chad’s at no extra cost to yourself.
Are you buying online: your weekly shop, holidays, or insurance? These
purchases can raise money St Chad’s. Simply register with
www.easyfundraising.org.uk or download the app. And choose ‘St Chad's
Church Headingley’ as the charity you wish to support.
How does it work?
Just start online shopping first at easyfundraising, then shop as normal. The
shops you buy from then make a small donation to say “thank you”. If you are
already registered, check you’ve set up the Donation
Reminder Tool which automatically provides a
prompt on the search engine listing of a retailer.

Shopping at Amazon?
They have a similar scheme. You can register with Amazon Smile to raise
money for St Chad’s too. Go to https://smile.amazon.co.uk set up an account
and choose to support ‘The Parochial Church Council Of The Ecclesiastical
Parish Of St Chad, Far Headingley, Leeds’ . Then in future you can shop on
Amazon whilst earning donations for St Chad’s by always logging in via
smile.amazon.co.uk
Just a few of the 4,000+ EasyFundraising on-line retailers: Supermarkets Sainsbury’s Waitrose Iceland - Online delivery only High Street Retailers on-line
- John Lewis Argos Wilko Curry’s etc … Electrical goods - AO.com Appliances
Direct Mobile Phone network installations/supplier changes Broadband
installations and supplier changes including USwitch Holidays and travel - Jet2
TravelZoo Haven Best Western LBA Carparking Fred Olsen Car Hire Hotel chains
Airlines etc … Home and Motor Insurance renewals and changes
Note that retailers are added or removed from the
list so check when ordering.
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September and October have been busy months. The Anglican
Church Season of Creation runs from September 1st through to
October 4th (the feast day of St Francis of Assisi). It is a time
when we particularly focus on God as creator and sustainer of
all life.
St Francis lived around 800 years ago and yet his message of
simplicity and way of life has found resonance with many today.
St Francis continues to inspire Christians to uphold their duty
and care of all creation. It seems more relevant than ever that
we live more simply that others may
simply live.
As you read this month’s magazine
COP26 will already be in progress in
Glasgow. In September I was fortunate
to walk with a group of young
Christians from YCCN as they walked
from Cornwall (where the G7 summit
had taken place) in relay up to Glasgow,
passing through Leeds from Birstall. As
they walked (with a wicker boat) they
raised awareness of the climate
emergency and of the inequalities and burdens of climate
change placed upon the poorest nations of the world. A public
service of lament took place in Leeds City Square on September
17th which was attended by Christians from across the city and
where civic leaders along with Alex Sobel (the InterParliamentary Rapporteur for COP26) also addressed the
people who were gathered there.
7

In addition to the YCCN relay and inspired by the
Christian Aid ‘Rise to the Moment’ campaign
many from the Headingley and All Hallows team
along with others from across the city rose to the
challenge of making origami boats. The boats
carried prayers, petitions and messages of hope
that world leaders will seriously address the
inequalities and burdens of climate finance
currently falling upon the poorest in our world. We are all in the
same storm but in very different boats and we must strive to
build a more sustainable and equitable future for all. The boats
formed part of an installation at Gateway church close to Leeds
University on October 8th. The launch event was attended by
Bishop Paul and other civic
leaders who addressed
those gathered before the
boats were dispatched to
Glasgow for display at
COP26. A total of more
than 1500 boats were sent
on their way and will be incorporated into a large scale
installation by Christian Aid where world leaders may reflect on
their responsibility to address the inequalities of climate finance
and loss and damage.
We hope and pray that climate justice will be realised at COP26
and that each one of us may continue to uphold the fifth mark of
mission within the Anglican Communion and within our lives:
“To strive to safeguard the integrity of creation and to sustain
and renew the life of the earth”.
Anita Shaw
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Diary of a Church Dog
I have been musing a lot lately about those we love and loose and if we ever loose
them? St Michaels lost one of its dearest friends recently in Pat Woods. Pat was a
soul without complications. She was happy and contented in herself and
expressed a joy in life that a lot of people either hide from or do not allow
themselves to feel. At her memorial service all of the residents of Cardigan House
turned out to celebrate her and friends, from the choir she attended, came to
sing. The reading was the ‘suffer little children’ and this was a perfect choice for
Pat who, most definitely, lived with a childlike expression. She wholeheartedly
entered into the social life of the church family and although mumma banned me
from the service because she said I would sing too loudly; I could hear from the
vestry though, Pat’s friends certainly remembered her in style.
As November approaches our thoughts as always turn to those we loved and lost
in two World Wars. As a nation we take a pause and lest we forget, we wear our
poppies with pride and on November 11th we stand in silence for two minutes.
I have my poppy bandanna and poppy collar attachment ready and I will as always
stand at the cenotaph and remember my mumma’s grandpas who both fought in
and thankfully returned from WWI and her daddy who was bombed during his
time in the Royal Army Service Corps, serving throughout the Blitz in London. We
will remember them.
November is also a time when as well as looking back we start to look forward to
the wonderfully calming time of Advent as it precedes Christmas and all its
frivolities and gaiety. As we mark another year of covid restrictions I wonder why
people nowadays have found it so hard to do what was needed especially when
we remember the two wars and the sacrifices and restraints
people lived with then. My hope for the year is that we don’t
forget. That we continue to remember. For by remembering
we never really loose anyone. At a time when most people
either have suffered a loss or know someone who has suffered
a loss due to or because of covid we have to be like Pat and
embrace the now and live life with a joyful soul and place our
hope in God to sustain us by being more like children.
Much Love TJ
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November 28th is Advent Sunday. What kind of Messiah will you
be preparing your heart to meet?
What kind of Messiah?

What kind of Messiah
does anyone want?
What sort of Saviour will do?
Before we subscribe and get dunked in
the font,
what kind of Messiah are you?
What kind of Messiah does anyone need
in our postmodern hullabaloo?
What qualifications will help
him succeed?
What kind of Messiah are you?
Will you stop us from worry and
calm us from fear?
Will you free us from debt and fatigue?
Will you send Boris Johnson*
packing next year?
Will you put us on top of the League?
Will you heal our diseases with
mystical magic
so we'll live to 102?
Will you make it all better
when things turn out tragic?
What kind of Messiah are you?

Will you find me a partner
and get me a job?
Will you save me a good place to park?
Will I be superfit even though I'm a slob?
Will you keep me a berth in the ark?
Will you answer my prayers (but not
everyone else's)?
Will you make all my wishes come true?
Will you bless all of Liverpool's strikers
(not Chelsea's!)?
What kind of Messiah are you?
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Will you be kind to Hindus
and good atheists?
Will you send all the bad ones to hell?
Will you show Richard Dawkins he
doesn't exist?
What is it you're planning, do tell!
Will you stop every war,
every flood and tsunami
and remove the excess CO2?
Will you fix all the people who're
driving me barmy?
What kind of Messiah are you?
Will you make sure my mortgage rate
doesn't go higher?
Stop me drinking too much alcohol?
Can I win EuroMillions and go and retire
to a house on the Costa del Sol?
Will you bless my belief and
ignore my behaviour
and vindicate all that I do?
Oh, just be my own private
and personal Saviour—
What kind of Messiah are you?

© Godfrey Rust 2012,
godfrey@wordsout.co.uk.

Mothers’ Union are going to start meeting again in November

Tuesday 2nd at 7.30pm—Knit and natter
Venue—Bar area of Parish Centre.
Thursday 11th 2.00pm—Cake and Conversation
Venue—Small hall
Come and meet Revd Joshua Peckett who is coming to join us and tell us
a bit about himself and his calling
For further details please contact Elizabeth Branch Leader
Elizabetheden9@gmail.com - 01132787990

Baptisms

Funerals

‘In baptism, God calls us out of darkness into his
marvellous light.’

‘May they rest in peace and rise in glory.’

3 October Sasha Edith Rose Daughter of Nick and
Rhianna Rose – St Chad’s
Weddings
‘Marriage is a way of life made holy by God’
16 October Matthew Shotton & Carrie Pearson
St Chad’s

8 October John Collins Aged 37- St Chad’s
15 October Peter Hemming Aged 71 - St Chad’s
Interments
23 September Alice Smithson age 93 – St Michael’s
26 October Dennis F Wilson age 97 - St Chad’s

29 October Robert McGlashan age 78 - St Chad’s

Wedding Blessings

Memorial Service

16 October Peter & Sue Gibbs
Celebrating 50 years of Marriage - St Chad’s

5 October Pat Wood age 74 - St Michael’s
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Celebrating a life well-lived.
Some moments in life are a strange mix of joy
and sorrow. Peter Hemming’s funeral was
just that. At once, a celebration of a life
well-lived, and a profound sadness that he
would no longer be here to share it with us. If
you were unable to be at the funeral, here is
a snippet of the part of the tribute that spoke
of Peter’s wonderful Christian faith
and service:
Like many others of his age, Peter grew up with chapel and
prayer being a part of daily school life. But it wasn’t until he was
a student at Leeds University that he came to what he would call
a ‘personal faith’. He attended St George’s Church and then
Wrangthorn, and then here to St Chad’s where he stayed for over
forty years, always serving - either in music, or teaching, leadingworship, doing children and youth work, or simply hospitality –
well, always hospitality!
Peter was committed to Jesus’s ‘Great Commission’ to make
disciples of all nations. He faithfully supported those working
through the Church Mission Society across the world, whilst he
continued his work in what he called the ‘mission field’ of St
Chad’s.
10 years ago he trained to be a Spiritual Director, walking with
and supporting others one-to-one, in their own spiritual journey.
More recently he trained as a reader. In this ‘giving of himself
away to others’ he felt he learned a lot. Some of the spikier
edges of his theology were softened out as he not only taught,
but listened and reflected too.
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Two previous leaders, Margaret Hartley and Valerie Varker,
proposed and seconded the toast to the Group – both stressing
not just what has been achieved as a group but the friendship
and care individual members have found by belonging to it
through personal good times and bad. After the speeches there
was superb food and wine and two original committee
members, Frances Johnson and Mary Wood, cut the special
anniversary cake.
So much effort had obviously been put into the evening but the
numerous cards, letters and phone calls received after the
event made it clear it had been a total success. One member,
from the 1970s wrote: Wasn’t it just great; Wasn’t it just
fantastic; Wasn’t it just marvellous; Did we enjoy ourselves?
You bet!
From TWO ‘OLD WIVES’!

Email

Call

enquiries@versatiletravel.co.uk

0113 2747528

I have been a travel agent for over 20 years, and I love
using my knowledge to create the perfect holiday for you.
I work with all the major holiday brands and can also tailor
make your perfect trip. Get in touch and take the hassle
out of your next holiday booking.

Kelly
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Spotlight on the St Chad’s Parish Magazine archive
An item from May 2001
A Night to Remember – Thursday, 15th March
The 40th Anniversary of St Chad’s Young Wives

Peter knew God’s call on his life. Right back in prep school, at the
close of every term, they would read the parable of the talents
and Isaiah 6: “Here am I, send me”. That pretty much set
the scene.

You could tell it was something special when you entered the
newly altered entrance to the Parish Centre. It was just like
stepping into the foyer of a good hotel – draped tables, flower
arrangements and festive balloons. The large hall was also set
out with matching cloths on the tables and lots of flowers – the
present Thursday Group Committee had really gone to so much
trouble to set the scene.

In many ways, at St Chad’s, Peter took on the role of the grit in
the oyster. Challenging the status quo and needling people into a
more faithful discipleship so they might discover for themselves
that pearl of great price.

And what a scene – can you imagine it? Over 100 women, all
past and present members of the Young Wives/Thursday Group,
some who hadn’t seen each other for perhaps 30 years, moving
from table to table catching up on news.
Dorothy Gazey, the present leader of the Thursday Group, was
the instigator of it all and had the title ‘Those who drink the
water must always remember those who dug the well’ and in
her introductory speech thanked those who had started the
Group in the 1960s. She had sent out over 130 invitations to
past members and had over 100 replies, some of which she read
out including one from Mary Blackburn, the Founder Member,
and Doreen Atkinson from the Children’s Home. Others were
from as far afield as Canada and these, together with
memorabilia from the past, old programmes and even a list of
items needed for the Christmas Lunch which the Young Wives
used to cook for the Over 60s Group, had been set out by
Dorothy on a large display in the foyer.
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I know Peter was frustrated, at the end, to not be able to complete all the work he felt was still to do here. But, turning to the
bible, as he always did, he found solace in the story of Moses – a
faithful servant who never got to lead the Israelites into the
promised land himself, as he’d hoped he would, but was instead
called home at the border, to an even better promised land.
Peter wanted his funeral to be a celebration. A celebration of his
going to that better place. He was confident! Not because of the
service he had given, (though that was immense), but because of
the service he’d been given by his friend and his saviour,
Jesus Christ.

Rev’d Hannah Lievesley

This Month’s Editorial Team
Editor Andy Freeth, supported by Hannah Lievesley
and Angela Birkin
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Michael Kirkby
Painter & Decorator
01924 401 210
07985 394 297

FREE ESTIMATES
* NO VAT *
WORK GUARANTEED

STEVE CROMACK JOINERY
All Household Joinery
No job too small

0113 295 0696
12
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DOYLE ROOFING &
PROPERTY MAINTANENCE
Slating, Tiling, Guttering,
UPVC Facias, Soffitts & Gutters
Chimneys lowered and Repointed
Velux Windows
Flat Roofing
Built up felt
Building Work
Rubber Roofing
Full House Repointing
ALL WORK GUARANTEED
Insurance Work Welcome
For a Friendly, Reliable Service
Contact Mr Doyle
Tel (0113)2740526 Mob 07761 704876
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Building Surveys
RICS Homebuyers
Valuations
Defect Reports

14
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Think Global...Shop Local

Stockist of: Locally sourced bread,
eggs and dairy products, environmentally friendly toiletries and
cleaning products, remedies, supplements, food for special diets and
high quality groceries.

www.naturalfoodstore.coop

0113 278 4944

23 North Lane, Headingley

Weekdays 9am-5.30pm
Saturday 9am-5.00pm
Domestic & Emergency Plumber
Bathroom Installation Specialist
Emergency
Callout 24/7
with no charge
No job too small
Free Quotes
Fully Insured
City and Guilds
Qualified

0113 2260256 or
07886 103287
Cookridge, Leeds
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Quick Action Stations! There’s A COP coming!
What’s all this in the news about COP26? Is it a fair COP? Will I
COP it? No it’s not a conference for 26 police people, but rather
the 26th UN Conference of Parties, the latest round of
international climate change talks to be held in Glasgow from 1st
– 12th November. But what has that got to do with Christians?
Of course, the Climate Emergency – and the related Ecological
Emergency – is of significance to every single person on this
planet. If we are not being directly affected by it yet, we will be
very soon, unless we are prepared to make very significant
changes on both the individual and societal levels.
A straightforward concern for our own futures ought to be
enough to make us act. But are there any reasons why people of
faith, including us as Christians, should be especially involved?
I believe there are.
Firstly, there is the central Christian teaching about love of our
neighbours. We all know that ‘neighbour’ is a pretty much
all-embracing term. All of those people in parts of the world
already affected by climate change are our neighbours:
rainforest communities whose homes are destroyed as the trees
are cut down; Pacific islanders threatened by rising sea levels;
the people of Bangladesh whose annual monsoon season can
now see as much as a third of the country under water; the
Maasai people of Kenya and Tanzania who must migrate further
to find grazing for their herds in an increasingly dry land.
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And then there are our neighbours
who have yet to be born, the future
generations who will inherit the
earth we are shaping. We are called
to love them too. Secondly, there is the ‘other-than-human’ world
for us to consider, the rest of God’s creation: all of those other
‘creatures’ – animals, fish, birds, insects, yes, but also plants, the
soil and rocks, the very air we breathe. All of this is creation,
declared ‘good’ by God in the first Genesis creation story (Genesis
1:31). All of this is the ‘world’ that God loved so much (John 3:16)
that Jesus came here to show us the way to eternal life. Christian
scripture makes it abundantly clear that God loves and cares for
everything that God has made, and it seems to me that we, who
are made in the image of God, should also love and care for that
whole creation.
Working to tackle the Climate Emergency is an important way of
living out our Christian calling to love our neighbours, and also of
reflecting God’s inclusive love by caring for creation as a whole.
One way we can show this love is to pledge to take one personal
carbon reduction step to show your solidarity. Get ideas and sign
up your step with millions from around the wold at Count Us In
www.count-us-in.org/en-gb/ . Additionally you may want to
support Make COP Count http://makecopcount.org/ calling on our
political leaders for fairer global climate solutions.
I suspect – and I hope – that there are some big changes ahead for
us all, changes that will help all of creation, both human and other
-than-human, to flourish as God intends.
Rev Dr Jan Goodair—Joint Area Environment Champion – Leeds
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