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DO YOU NEED A FUNCTION ROOM OR HALL FOR 

A SOCIAL OR BUSINESS EVENT 

 

ST CHADS PARISH CENTRE 
OTLEY ROAD,FAR HEADINGLEY,LEEDS LS16 5JT                        

TEL. 0113 2307665 

PARKING for 70 cars with additional overspill                           

FUNCTION HALL for 250 seated or 200 dancing                             

MEETINGHALL for up to 100 seated or 70 partying                         

COMMITTEE ROOMS for up to 20                                               

LOUNGE BAR for 30 seated with 30 standing                                

KITCHEN with crockery and cutlery for 150 

Come and see our accessible facilities for a wide range of uses , 

to arrange visit or for more information contact Tracey Teasdale 

Saint Clare of Assisi 



 

 

Church Diary, November 2019 

Date Time Services 

3rd November 

8am 
10.30 
6.30 

Holy Communion St. Chad 
Joint Service at All Hallows 
All Souls Evensong both Churches 

10thNovember 

8am 
9.30 am 
10am 
12.00 
6.30 pm 
6.30 pm 

Holy Communion St. Chad 
Remembrance Holy Communion St. Chad 
Remembrance Day  St. Michael’s 
Holy Communion St. Michael’s 
Evensong St Michaels 
A Service of Prayer St Chads 

17th  November 

8am 
9.30 am 
10am 
12.00 
6.30 pm  

Holy Communion St. Chad 
Holy Communion St. Chad 
Parish Eucharist St. Michael’s 
Holy Communion St. Michael’s 
Evensong both Churches 

24th November 
Christ the King 

8am 
9.30 am 
10am 
12.00 
6.30pm 

Holy Communion St. Chad 
Holy Communion St. Chad 
Parish Eucharist St. Michael’s 
Holy Communion St. Michael’s 
Evensong both Churches 
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Headingley Team Ministry 
 

Team Rector and Vicar of St Michael’s 
Revd. Tony Whatmough - Tel: 274 3238 

Team Vicar and Vicar of St Chad’s  
Revd. Hannah Lievesley  - 0113 2103497 

 

St Chad’s Who’s Who 
Vicar of St Chad’s 

Revd. Hannah Lievesley—0113 2103497 
Churchwardens 

Simon Futers – Tel: 230 0186 
Helen Cruickshank – Tel: 274 1430 

Parish Administrator 
Christine Khullar 

Tel: 274 4322   Email: office@stchads.co.uk 
Opening Times: 9am – 12 noon,  Mon, Tues, Thurs & Fri 

Secretary to the Parochial Church Council 
Helen Steele – Tel: 216 7530 
Organist and Choirmaster 

Richard Wilson – Tel: 266 2823 
Parish Centre Caretaker 

John Mackintosh  
 

St Michael’s Who’s Who 
Vicar of St Michael’s 

Revd. Tony Whatmough – Tel: 274 3238 / 07711 335050 
Assistant Curate 

Revd. Dr Angela Birkin - Tel: 0750 605 6185 
Churchwardens 

Ann Dudzinski – Tel: 07763 305866 
Rebecca Crowson – Tel: 226 4431 

Secretary to the Parochial Church Council 
Alan Parker – Tel: 268 5764 

Honorary Treasurer 
Janet Lewis – Tel: 275 1939 

Director of Music 
Jason Hawkins – Tel: 07776 325725 
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This month’s editorial team 

Sub Editor Andy Freeth, supported by                     

Helen Cruickshank and Tony Whatmough 
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November Reflection 
 

November is the time of remembering.  
 

All Saints Day when we remember the great people of the Christian Faith and 
rejoice in their faith and try to follow their examples. 
 

Then All Souls’ Day when we remember those who have been close to us and 
have now ‘been promoted to glory,’ as the Salvation Army puts it. 
And not least, in our secular culture, ‘Remember, remember the fifth of No-
vember, Gunpowder treason and plot. We see no reason Why gunpowder 
treason Should ever be forgot!’ 
And finally, Remembrance Sunday, when we remember all those who have 
died in conflicts throughout the world, and remember those still suffering    
today in the after math of war. 
But what I we doing when we ‘remember’? 
 

Well, we all know what to dis-member means, to split something apart, take it 
to pieces, chop it up. 
Well re-member means the opposite. When we remember, we bring the past 
into the present, whether it is remembering with love those who have died or 
regretting the violence of our times. We are ‘calling to mind,’ re-collecting,    
re-calling, making the past live again in our thoughts and hearts today. 
 

And as Christians, this is what Jesus told us to do. Every time we take the 
bread and wine, we are to do this to ‘re-member’ Jesus, and what he did for 
us. By this simple action, we know that he is present with us, as he said he 
would be: ‘Where two or three are gathered together in my name, I will be 
there with you.’  
 

And that is the case with our personal remembering too. One of the charac-
teristics of Jesus was that he ‘ate with prostitutes and sinners.’ Eating,         
partying was characteristic of him, and it is characteristic of the church today 
that above all, when we celebrate Jesus, we do this with bread  and wine. 
 

And that is probably true of our own loved ones as well, when we ‘re-call’ 
times when we ate and drank and talked together and it is probably those 
things that we celebrate at this time of the year. 
And indeed, these occasions should rightly ‘never be forgot.’ 

 

Tony Whatmough 



 

 

Michael Kirkby  

Painter & Decorator 

01924 401 210  

07985 394 297 

NEED A WINDOW  

Professional window 

cleaning 

UPVC frames &       

conservatories 

Guttering 

Homes, Shops, offices 

CLEANER? 

FREE  

ESTIMATES 

 * NO VAT *  

WORK  

GUARANTEED 

 

Professional 

PLASTERER 

All      

Household 

Joinery 

0113 295 0696 

No job too small 

Contact Terry on: 

info@tfwindowcleaning.co.uk 

07412 591976 or 

01132363083 

STEVEN CROMACK 

JOINER 
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Call Martin Cooke     

For a quote on  

07756 906 916 
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 As Hindu people celebrate Diwali, their festival of light triumphing over 
darkness, our bishops have sent a message of greeting and goodwill. 

During Diwali, temples, homes, shops and office buildings are brightly 
lit and the festival typically lasts five days, with the climax occurring tomor-
row, Tuesday. 

The message reads: 

To our Hindu Friends and Colleagues 

We send our greetings to you and the wider Hindu community at the festi-
val of Diwali. As you celebrate, we trust that you will enjoy a precious time 
with family and friends. 

We are grateful for the good relations between the Hindu communities of 
West Yorkshire and the parishes and chaplaincies of the Anglican Diocese 
of Leeds. These good relations include Christian and Hindu neighbours and 
colleagues reaching out to one another as well as community groups join-
ing together to work for the common good. Our Archbishop of Canterbury 
also made an important visit to India recently, and we are aware of interna-
tional pressures on the Hindu communities of the UK at this time. 

We also recognise and appreciate the contribution that your communities 
make in so many areas of our national life and, as we look forward to the 
year ahead, we pray that God will lead our world from darkness to light and 
from death to life. 

Wishing you a joyful and blessed Diwali, 

Bishop Nick Baines 

Bishop Jonathan Gibbs 

Bishop Helen-Ann Hartley 

Bishop Toby Howarth 

Bishop Tony Robinson 

Bishop Paul Slater 

mailto:info@abbeyupholstery.co.uk


 

 

LV Windows 
BRAMHOPE 

A Friendly Family Company with  

over 40 years’ experience 

Windows - Doors 

Conservatories 

All products fabricated  

from Rehau profiles 

Fascias - Soffits 

Steamed up Unit Replacement 

lvwindows@gmail.com 

Call Len Hawkins on: 

01423 562 469 / 07836 513 730 

or Chris Hawkins on: 

07765 143 334 

REUPHOLSTERY 

FRENCHPOLISHING 

REPAIRS 

www.abbeyupholstery.co.uk 

0113 267 5483 
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DOYLE ROOFING &                          

PROPERTY MAINTANENCE 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED                        

Insurance Work Welcome                                  

For a Friendly,  Reliable Service                       

Contact Mr Doyle                                            

Tel (0113)2740526  Mob 07761 704876 

Slating, Tiling, Guttering,                 

UPVC Facias, Soffitts & Gutters                        

Chimneys lowered and Repointed  

Velux Windows                                          

Flat Roofing                                                  

Built up felt                                                    

Building Work                                              

Rubber Roofing                                               

Full House Repointing 

mailto:info@abbeyupholstery.co.uk
tel:01132675483


 

 

 

Building Surveys 

RICS Homebuyers 

Valuations 

Defect Reports 
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All Hallows Knitting Group

Knitters of all abilities are welcome. I bring 
yarn and knitting needles with me if anyone 
would like to learn. Experienced knitters can 
also bring their own projects. While we stitch 

and natter we’ll enjoy a nice cuppa (free of 
charge) and if you’re feeling peckish can 

enjoy a yummy lunch in the Rainbow Junk 
Food Cafe (pay as you feel).

Meet first Friday of the month 11.00 -13.00
Next get together is Fri 1st Nov at 11.00

Any questions please contact Penny Brown 
p.melia3@ntlworld.com or 07800 995622.
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Baptisms 

27 October - Thomas Robert Jennings son of Ben and Emma (Pictured left)

Oliver Samuel Joy, son of Matthew and Nicola (Pictured right) 

Weddings

No Weddings this month

Funerals:

16 October – Margaret Sprittles (Aged 94) St Chads

21 October - Helen Laidlaw (Aged 41) St Chads

Interments in Garden of Rest

28 July  Mila Grace Henry, son of Matt and Charlotte Henry (sorry, no 
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St Chad’s 
2019/20 

Parish 
Parochial 
Church 
Council

Rev Hannah Lievesley

Deanery Synod Reps

Churchwarden & Lay Chair

Simon Futers    

Churchwarden

Helen Cruickshank

Beverly Leech Askey 

Catherine Harper

Christopher Ridgeway

Michael Clark 
(Treasurer)

Christopher Armstrong

Julia Baxter

John Bradbrook

Anne Emerton

Alan Futers

Alison Gallant

Nigel Greenwood

Susan Milestone

Helen Steele 
(Secretary)

Tim Ward

Mike Willison

Poems for All Saints/All Souls. A Last Beatitude

And blessèd are the ones we overlook;
The faithful servers on the coffee rota,

The ones who hold no candle, bell or book
But keep the books and tally up the quota,

The gentle souls who come to ‘do the flowers’,
The quiet ones who organise the fete,

Church sitters who give up their weekday hours,
Doorkeepers who may open heaven’s gate.

God knows the depths that often go unspoken
Amongst the shy, the quiet, and the kind,
Or the slow healing of a heart long broken
Placing each flower so for a year’s mind.

Invisible on earth, without a voice,
In heaven their angels glory and rejoice.

Malcolm Guite



 

 

 
NEW HEADINGLEY CLUB  

56 St Michael’s Road LS6 3BG                           

0113  275 7712                                                

The club is available for funerals 

and celebration of life functions. 

Contact steward Les Cartman for 

more info nhctreasurer@live.co.uk 

ROOM HIRE 

(Price on request) 

CATERING  

AVAILABLE 

 

Tel: 0113 294 3456 

Crossley’s Newsagents 
41 Otley Road, Headingley LS6 3AB 

Celebrating 30 years of serving the people of Headingley and beyond 

“We deliver newspapers and magazines to 

most parts of Headingley and West Park” 

Newsagents    Stationers    Greetings Cards   Medici Cards 
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Feeding the Flock 
On Sunday, the new young pastor 
arrived at church and found only an 
old farmer had shown up. After 
waiting a while, the disappointed the 
pastor remarked to the old farmer, "Well, it appears no one else is coming, so 
we should probably cancel service today"   

The farmer, dressed in his Sunday best, looked at the young 
preacher and said, "Well pastor, I don't know much 'bout 

preachin', but I do know something bout farmin' and if I 
went out in the field and found only one cow, I'd still feed 
'em"   
This excited the young preacher who preached for the next 

45 minutes a fierce fire and brimstone sermon. Afterwards the pastor asked the 
old farmer what he thought.   
The old farmer remarked, "Well pastor, I don't know much bout preachin', but I 
do know somethin' 'bout farmin' and if I went out in the field and found only 
one cow, I wouldn't give 'em the whole bale." 
  

Snail's Pace 
A guy hears a knock at the door.  
He opens it up to find a snail.  He picks up the 
snail and throws it across the street. Five years 
go by. One day he hears a knock on the door 
and opens it to see a snail. The snail says,  
"What the heck was that about?!" 
  

Job Description 
A passenger jet was suffering through a severe thunderstorm. As the passengers 
were being bounced a round by the turbulence, a young woman turned to a   
minister sitting next to her and with a nervous laugh asks, "Reverend, you're a 
man of God, can't you do something about this storm?" 
  

To which he replies, "Sorry ma'am, I'm in sales, not management." 
 

*All Jokes provided by Tony Whatmaough 
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Do you like fresh 
air? Have you got a 
couple of hours to 
spare? Come and 
join us in St Chads 
churchyard for the 
2019 work parties

Third Saturday of 
the month 

16th November

No experience 
required and tools 

are provided

Sessions           
10.00 - 12.00 am

24 

Clues

Dragon Crossword
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St Chads Groups and Activities 

SUNDAY CLUB 3-5s Janet Hemming 0113 278 2735 

SUNDAY CLUB 5-11s Alison Gallant 0113 259 1014 

TODDLER GROUP Tuesdays 1.15-2.45 Alice Murphy 079700 22010 

BROWNIES Girls 7-10 Wed 6.30pm Stephanie Leeks 07979 552985 

BEAVERS Mixed 6-8s Melissa Simpkins beaversstchads@gmail.com 

CUBS Mixed 8-10s Carrie Pearson 07845 651 467 

SCOUTS Mixed 10-14s Andy Wood 0113 368 9711 

EXPLORERS Mixed 14-17 yrs Lesley Connor 0113 274 7628 
07765 245847  

lesleyjcon-
nor@ntlworld.com 

HOME GROUPS Peter Hemming 0113 278 2735 

MOTHERS' UNION Elizabeth Johnson 0113 278 7990 
elizabetheden9@gmail.com 

GREEN TEAM AT ST CHAD'S Helen Cruickshank 0113 274 1430 

ST CHAD'S CHURCH SCHOOL Miss Angela McHale                

Head of School  

0113 274 7220 

PARISH MAGAZINE Dorothy Gazey-                         

Distribution Secretary 

0113 257 8868 

LUNCH CLUB 
12 noon - 1.30, for retired people 

Anne Wallace 0113 274 9917 

CRICKET CLUB Paul Berry 07795 154 444 
www.stchadscc.com 

TENNIS CLUB Neil & Margy Graham 0113 278 6950 
www.stchadstennis.net 

Domestic & Emergency Plumber 

 
Bathroom Installation Specialist 

Emergency 

Callout 24/7 

with no charge 

No job too small 

Free Quotes  

Fully Insured 

City and Guilds 

Qualified 

0113 2260256 or 

07886 103287 
Cookridge, Leeds 

Stockist of: Locally sourced bread, 
eggs and dairy products, environ-

mentally friendly toiletries and 
cleaning products, remedies, supple-

ments, food for special  diets and 
high quality groceries. 

www.naturalfoodstore.coop 

0113 278 4944             
23 North Lane, Headingley      

Weekdays 9am-5.30pm        

Saturday 9am-5.00pm 

Think Global...Shop Local 

https://stchads.co.uk/young-st-chads/brownies-beavers-cubs-scouts-explorers/
mailto:lesleyjconnor@ntlworld.com
mailto:lesleyjconnor@ntlworld.com
https://stchads.co.uk/mothers-union/
mailto:elizabetheden9@gmail.com
https://stchads.co.uk/lunch-club/
http://www.stchadscc.com/
http://www.stchadstennis.net/
mailto:info@abbeyupholstery.co.uk


 

 

 

 

Many thanks to all who came and supported our excellent evening 
meeting with the Louise for Leeds Baby Bank We raised £60 and 

Louise went away with a car load of goodies. 
For more information about Leeds Baby Bank they can be found on     

Facebook or their web site is www.leedsbabybank.org 
 

November Meetings  

Tuesday 5th knit & natter 7.30 in bar area parish centre  
Thursday 7th November Worldwide President of Mothers’ Union 
Sheran Harper will be in Leeds there is a York Provincial  service at 
Leeds Minster at 12.30 there will be chance to meet Sheran after 
the service. This is probably the only time she will be in the Leeds  

 

Our usual meeting has a change of date to 21st November at 2pm 
small hall Parish Centre our speaker is Mike Willison who is talking 

about St Chads East window  
 
 

Further details contact Elizabeth                                                
elizabetheden9@gmail.com 01132787990 

 

11  22 

Bird Boxes at St Chad’s 
 

The bird boxes in the St Chad’s churchyard have recently been examined and 
emptied of any nests in preparation for the winter and next spring’s nesting 
season. This is recommended to reduce the number of parasites which might 
over-winter in the nesting material. Last autumn I found 5 nests in the old 
bird boxes created by SCY cub members over 10 years ago, 
which were designed with entrance holes the correct size 
for blue tits. This year I have again found 5 nests, but these 
were spread around 2 of the old tit boxes and 3 of the new 
“woodcrete” boxes, which the Green Team put up last     
autumn. Of the nests in the new boxes, one was in the blue 
tit box, one in a starling box and one in a traditional box 
with a slightly bigger entrance hole. This latter box was    
occupied by a great tit, as I saw a great tit delivering food to 
young in the box in the early summer. I suspect the nest in one of the starling 
boxes was also created by a great tit, as the nest was very similar to the one 
where I had identified the owner as a great tit. It is disappointing that we 
haven’t so far attracted some starlings to nest in the churchyard as they have 
been     reducing in numbers greatly over recent years and a site on the edge 
of woodland is recommended, so our churchyard should be ideal for them. 
Starlings apparently prefer to nest in groups, so our 3 boxes have been 
placed in sight of each other. Long-term monitoring by the British Trust for 
Ornithology shows that starling numbers have fallen by 66 per cent in Britain 
since the mid-1970s. Because of this decline in numbers, the starling is red 
listed as a bird of high conservation concern.  
 

Sadly there was also no nest in the tree creeper box, but that box was put up 
later in 2018 than the other new ones, so perhaps the local tree creepers 
didn’t spot it in time to be able to use it.  
We plan to keep the bird boxes where they are for at least another year, but 
if some of these newer boxes continue to be unoccupied, perhaps we should 
move them to different positions in the churchyard. With the exception of 
the tree creeper box, the new boxes do not require the use of nails or 
screws, so can be moved around relatively easily and without damaging the 
trees. 
 

Helen Cruickshank  
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Tuesday Talks
Leeds & District Association                                 

of the National Trust
Tuesday Talks at                                           

St Chad’s Parish Centre

Tuesday 12th November
“An Iranian Itinerary...history, heritage 

and geography”

• Joyce Hill• 
Talks begin at 10.30am with coffee 

served from 10am
£4.00 per head. 

Refreshments available at 50p.
Talks are open to all



 

 

GROUPS & ACTIVITIES AT St. MICHAEL'S  
 

Friendship Group 1st Monday of the month in the Parish Hall 2.30-
4,00pm Variable programme of talks etc.  

 
Choir: Jason Hawkins - Tel: 07776 325725                                                              

Choir Practices: Thursday 7pm, juniors 6.15-7pm 
 

Wednesday Fellowship Lunch 1st Wednesday of the month                                  
after Communion Service 

 
Bell Ringers Chris Bostock Tel: 226 0469  
Rainbows 5-6pm Thurs during term time 

st.Michaels.rainbows@gmail.com  
Brownies 6-7.30pm Thurs during term time                   

thstmikesbrownies@gmail.com  
Guides 7.30-9pm Thurs during term time hannahbithell@gmail.com 

Bible Reading Fellowship Ben Ellis Tel: 07733 157702 
Green Group –Luke Verall Tel: 278 1504 

Church Flowers Mrs Glynis Dickson Tel: 228 0772  
Sunday Club Karen Gough Tel: 07770 643773  
Stage Group Mrs. Janet Lewis Tel: 275 1939 

Students & 18+ Group Rebecca Crowson Tel: 07956 312395 
Study Groups 

Revd. Tony Whatmough Tel: 07731 531211 
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 A 'ton' of Green Promises 
 

At the annual Environmental service, 
held Sunday 8th September, the             
congregation of St Chad's were invited to 

write on post-it notes what they promised to do in response to what was         
presented to them. It was well-attended and focussed on climate change; it was 
topical as there had been a day of protest by school-children in many countries, 
and the young     Swedish activist, Greta Thunberg, had gone to 
the USA to speak at the United Nations. Two young members of 
St Chads had a special part in the service. Charlotte Hudson read 
out some of the replies that Greta had given to people who had 
spoken with her. Charlotte's older brother, Alec, interviewed 
Mike Willison about the environmental crisis, and then the ta-
bles were turned;  Mike asked Alec how it felt to be a young per-
son, with his life before him, concerned about the likely future 
for our planet if urgent action was not taken. A challenge was 
issued to those present to write down what new things they would do in         
response to what they had heard. More than 100 people then brought up post-it 
notes and placed them on the altar. 
 

The five main areas that people listed concerned Transport, Packaging, Food,     
Re-cycling, and Energy. Many promised to walk or cycle more or use public 
transport more often and make less use of cars; a few wanted to use electric 
cars; several said they would cut down on trips by air, or give up flying                
altogether. Many wanted to buy less food that was packaged, and avoid                
single-use plastic. Several decided to drink tap water instead of bottled water; 
others wanted to avoid cling film and kitchen foil. 
 

Several promised to eat less red meat and a few wanted to become partly or 
wholly vegetarian or vegan. Greater recycling was a popular suggestion and to 
cut down on packaging. With regard to energy, one said they would only use the 
washing machine once a week; others will print less from the computer, turn 
down the heating slightly, wear an extra sweater, or fit solar panels. 
Some promised to buy less new clothes, do more composting, plant more trees, 
and manage with one cat rather than two! 
 

The Green team have been reflecting on the results of the service and are very 
encouraged that so many people are taking the issue so seriously and want to 
make substantial changes to the way they live. 
 

Alan Griggs-St Chads Green Team 
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Remembrance Sunday Afternoon 
  

November sunlight shimmers on the Wear, 
Wide waters slip unhurried  by each bank 

And soothe Remembrance Sunday afternoon. 
After the service, after the parades, 

After the poppies, after the last post, 
I sit and drink in quietness and peace, 

The peace those Durham infantry forsook 
To keep it sacred for the likes of me. 

Some of them surely fished this very spot 
Where Durham fishermen are sitting still 

On folded camp stools. May those fallen men 
Whom we remembered in the high cathedral 

Drink deep now from the river of true life 
Where all their wounds are healed,  

where living light 
Flows from the source of every time and tide 
And may they know that we remember them. 

  

Malcolm Guite 
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The deadline for the November Magazine is Monday 25th Nov  

Please send your article to stchadsmagazine@hotmail.co.uk 
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Sermon 29thSeptember 2019 St Michael and All Angels Patronal Festival  
 

Can you name the song from these lyrics? Pic is  a clue! 
 
I sit and wait. 
Does an angel contemplate my fate? 
And do they know 
the places where we go 
when we're grey and old? 
'Cause I have been told 
that salvation lets their wings unfold…. 
 
It’s Robbie Williams’ Angels of course. This song expresses 
something of the ‘popular’ view of angels: Who they are; 
what they do; and where they come from. The lyrics go on…. 
 
She offers me protection; 
a lot of love and affection 
whether I'm right or wrong… 
I know that life won’t break me  
….she won’t forsake me….  
…you get the idea! 
 
Robbie says of his song: “Angels isn't about anybody specific, it's about the thoughts 
that loved ones that have passed on come back and take care of you.” This popular 
understanding of angels is wildly different from the angels we encounter in the pages 
of the bible. Angels there are not heavenly winged-relatives watching over loved ones, 
bringing them safety and comfort. The angels in the bible are simply God’s               
messengers. In the bible angels come down from heaven to earth in human form to 
tell people: what God is doing; and what he wants them to do.  
These ‘messengers’ rarely invoke feelings of safety and comfort.  More often than not 
they arrive with a challenge to do something scary and un-comfortable: 
 
“Moses, go to Pharaoh and bring the Israelites out of Egypt” 
“Joseph, take Mary as your wife because what is conceived in her is from the Holy 
Spirit” 
“So Mary, you’re going to give birth to God’s son… and then watch him die on a 
cross.” 

Continued on next page... 
   
 
 

But, in the Gospel reading, Jesus takes this tradition and makes an astonishing 
claim about himself. It’s found in John’s account of Jesus’s meeting with     
Nathanael. 
I like Nathanael. I can relate to the sceptic in him! And I love the way this   
encounter he has with Jesus knocks his scepticism out of the window.   
Jesus calls him, ‘an Israelite in whom there is no deceit’.  
He’s a straight-forward man. He speaks his mind. He doesn’t entertain      
charlatans. And we see that straight away. When Philip tells Nathanael that 
Jesus, son of Joseph from Nazareth is the Messiah he exclaims,  

 
“Nazareth! Can any good come from there?!”  
“Come and see”, says Philip.  
Nathanael’s reaction to Jesus is quite arresting. 
Even Jesus seems surprised when Nathanael 
blurts out, after only a short exchange,          
‘Rabbi, you are the Son of God!’ 
Jesus says to him: 
“You believe because I saw you under the fig tree. 
You will see greater things than that. Very truly I 

tell you, you will see heaven open, and the angels of God ascending and     
descending on the Son of Man.”     
 
In Jesus, God is visible, accessible, know-able. To be with Jesus – in prayer, in 
quietness, in reading the gospel accounts of his ministry - is to be in the     
presence of God.  
Jesus is the fullest revelation of God to the world. His life and teaching speak 
God’s message to us more directly than ever before.  If we want to meet with 
God we only need to draw close to Jesus.  
 
This is not the Jesus of the sceptic: Jesus the man, Jesus the teacher, Jesus the 
son of Joseph from Nazareth. This is the Jesus of the awe-filled, hope-filled, 
faith-filled people who met him when he came to live among us. Who were 
willing to die for him when he’d gone. This is: Jesus the Messiah, Jesus        
Emmanuel, – Jesus, ‘God with us’. 
So, in his words to Nathanael, Jesus is saying to us:  “God is not to be found in 
a holy location, in a sacred place. God is to be found in me. You want to hear 
God’s message for you? Then look no further.”  

Rev Hannah Lievesley 
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Sermon 29th September 2019 St Michael and All Angels Patronal Festival  

If this is what God’s angels do then perhaps we too should re-write them 
into something a little less frightening!  
 
…But, if we did do that…how, then, would God’s will be done?  
Angels, demons, miracles, anything ‘supernatural’, anything beyond       
science, beyond reason, can feel like just fanciful constructs. Like myths 
handed down and overblown to persuade a people that God is on their 
side; to persuade a people to sign up to their ‘version’ of God. Perhaps it 
would be better to strip out of the bible altogether, the things we can’t 
explain, the things that sound far-fetched?  
…But, if we did do that…what, in fact, would be left? 
 
After all, the bible is an account of an all-powerful, all-knowing, God who 
created the universe, breathed life into it, and loved it so much he was 
willing to die for it. What’s not far-fetched about that? 
  
These two very different responses to the idea of angels: (The             
comforting populist idea; and the sceptics rejection) tell us a lot about 
how we, as human beings, struggle with our desire to encounter God 
himself. I don’t know about you, but there’s definitely sometimes a bit of 
the sceptic in me fighting to win out. I don’t want to look stupid. I don’t 
want to be taken in by something that’s not true. But I know that if I 
strip away everything that’s not beyond reasonable doubt I’d be left with 
nothing: an empty shell of who God really is. Knowing God relies on 
Faith. When we try to limit God to only what we can understand and 
prove and feel certain about we lose Him altogether. We lose the poetry 
and mystery and beauty and unfathomable goodness of God that’s so 
alluring in the first place. We lose our faith.  
 
There’s a part of me too that sometimes fashions God into a God who 
brings only comfort and protection and asks nothing of me. A God who’s 
all about Love and not also about Judgement. A God I can cry out to in 
crisis, but stick my fingers in my ears when He has a different plan to 
mine: 
 
“Did God really ask me to do that? I think I must have misheard – I’ll put 
it down to the Cheese I had at supper!”  
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If you recognise these attitudes in yourself too: Scepticism? Selective hearing? Rein-
venting God to suit your needs?  Know that you’re not alone. Know that God still 
loves you. But recognise also the need to fight against them. It’s perfectly ok to   
accept there are seeds of doubt within us, so long as we put our energies into      
nurturing the seeds of faith that are there too. It’s ok too to feel the temptation to 
make God into just who we want him to be. But we do need to try and fathom who 
He wants us to be.  
 
The bible readings set for the Festival of St Michael and All Angels (Genesis 28:10-17 
& John 1: 43-51) can help with that.  
The Genesis reading tells of Jacob’s encounter with God at Bethel. Jacob lays down 
to sleep and in a vivid dream sees a stairway between heaven and earth and the 
angels of God passing up and down it. God himself comes to stand beside Jacob and 
speaks a message of blessing to him.  
When Jacob wakes up, his reaction to this encounter with God and God’s angels is 
to assume the place itself is sacred. That somehow the veil between heaven and 
earth is open here and that he can return to this spot again and again to commune 
with God and his angels. He exclaims:  
“How awesome is this place. This is none other than the House of God; this is the 
gate of heaven.”  
Then he takes a stone and plants it and pours oil on it and says, “This stone I have 
set up as a pillar will be God’s house.”   
 
Much later, Bethel became one of the great sanctuaries of Israel. One of the places 
where early Israelite worship was carried on. And the tradition was that when you 
worshipped there, in God’s house, God was really present, with his angels coming 
and going to link together heaven and earth. 
 
But, in the Gospel reading, Jesus takes this tradition and makes an astonishing claim 
about himself. It’s found in John’s account of Jesus’s meeting with Nathanael. 
I like Nathanael. I can relate to the sceptic in him! And I love the way this encounter 
he has with Jesus knocks his scepticism out of the window.   
Jesus calls him, ‘an Israelite in whom there is no deceit’.  
He’s a straight-forward man. He speaks his mind. He doesn’t entertain charlatans. 
And we see that straight away. When Philip tells Nathanael that Jesus, son of Joseph 
from Nazareth is the Messiah he exclaims,  
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