St Chad’s Giving Guide
(PCC Approved 10t September 2024)

Honour the Lord with your wealth, with the first fruits of all your crops;
Proverbs 3: 10

Jesus looked up and saw the rich putting their gifts into the treasury, and He saw also a
certain poor widow putting in two mites. So, He said, “Truly | say to you that this poor widow
has put in more than all; for all these out of their abundance have put in offerings for God,
but she out of her poverty put in all the livelihood that she had.”

Luke 21:1-4

Every good thing in our lives is a gift from God - we are merely stewards of his
Creation. All we have is ours to steward for a time.

And what sort of stewards are we called to be?

We are called to be faithful and generous. Intentionally and cheerfully committing our
resources to the good work of God. Whether that’s directly through the activities we
do or through the resources we give in support of the activities of others.

We seek to join in with God’s good work in this community and across our city
through: worship, prayer, proclaiming the gospel, community events, regular groups
and activities, hospitality and partnering fellow charities and churches in other areas
of Leeds.

Each month, each week, you have an opportunity to offer a financial contribution to
support this ministry and mission of St Chad’s in the Far Headingley community. This
is your “giving”.

Giving is not only a practical necessity for funding the church, but it is also connected
to our own spiritual growth and discipleship.

Our giving is rooted in trusting God’s love and care for us, and how much we want
others to know and feel the love of Jesus that we have come to experience in our
lives.

Giving 10% of your income away is an ancient biblical principle called tithing. The
first fruits of God’s provision for you, given back in his service, in thanksgiving and
acknowledgement that all good things come from Him.

The Church of England suggests that, of the 10%, half (5%) should be given to your
local church and half (6%) to other charitable good causes.

That might sound like quite a leap compared to where you are personally, but let that
be your aspiration: To intentionally, and cheerfully, give 10% of your income back to
God’s good work.

As a starter, we would like to ask you to review the % of your income* you give to St
Chad’s and other charities.

*after tax



If this is less than 10%, we would like to encourage you to try to give 1% more away
(e.g. moving from 2% to 3% of your income). This gives you time to adjust and to
plan ahead, to think carefully about living with a little less. We suggest you do this
review each year, until you are tithing, giving 10% back to God’s good work.

In doing this, our generosity becomes purposeful and ingrained, it becomes ever
more who we are, and we become ever more like the generous God who created us.

All giving at St Chad’s is anonymised, and no-one will judge you, pursue you to
increase your giving, nor individually praise you. The truth of your generosity is
between you and God. We will however each year thank you for all you give and
offer, in recognition that the church can only offer what its members are willing to
provide.

St Chad’s Giving Guide:

Each church member should:

e Be intentional and cheerful in their giving

e Aspire to give at least 5% of their income* to St Chad’s.

e Aspire to give 10% of their income away to St Chad’s plus other charities.

¢ Annually review the % of their income they give to St Chad’s and other charities.

e Increase by 1% each year, or so, until they are giving at least 5% to St Chad’s
and 10% overall.

e Should not make themselves financially insecure, but should consider where
sacrifices can be made to enable their generosity to grow.

* % applies to post-tax income.
Church Process

e All regular giving to be encouraged to be through The Parish Giving Scheme

e All giving to St Chad’s is anonymised and only known to the Stewardship Officer
and Treasurer.

¢ No-one will be pursued to give more, nor judged nor praised for what they
personally give.

e Athank you letter will be sent each year to each giver, by the Generosity and
Gratitude Officer on behalf of the church community.

¢ Regular communication, encouragement and teaching on generosity and
gratitude

Each visitor should:

¢ Be able to easily give ad hoc donations

e Be encouraged to donate and support the work of St Chad’s church

e Be aware that all the church offers requires resources

e Adonation of £10-£20 each attendance would reasonably contribute towards
covering costs.

*after tax



Further Information

If you have questions about this guide or how to give please contact:
treasurer@stchads.co.uk

If you'd like to further explore Christian approaches to giving. Here are some helpful
resources:

A short film from The Bible Project:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=62CIIEKRCso&t=255s

Suggested reading:

The Generosity Ladder Searcy Nelson
Contagious Generosity Chris Williard
Divine Mathematics Selwyn Hughes
A Spirituality of Fundraising Henri Nouwen
The Art of Giving Matthew Porter
The Legacy Journey Dave Ramsey
Open Hands Open Heart Ifor Williams
More or Less Jeff Shinabarger
Overflow: A Life Refreshed by Generosity |Generous Church
On Generosity Richard S Briggs
The Porcupine Principle Jonathan de Bernhardt Wood

If you are struggling with finances, you may wish to explore the help that the
organisation Christians Against Poverty offers at: https://capuk.org/get-help

*after tax
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