
Whose story then? 
Our stories are important. They anchor us and provide us with a reason to be God’s people: here. 

What story would you tell about your faith? What stories should we tell about us, in Headingley?   

As I considered this, I was led to think about Psalm 148. (If you are not familiar with it, follow the link.) 

Everything, in all creation, must praise God: In the heavenly realms and on earth.  

… from heaven: angels, stars, sun and moon, and the waters above the skies,  

...and from the earth: all things, animals and birds. Everyone: from the greatest to the least: young and old, 

men women and children. 

 

We are to: praise the name of the Lord, for his name alone is exalted; his splendour is above the earth and 

the heavens. He has raised up ... the praise of his faithful servants, ‘the people close to his heart’.               

We're to do that.       And we’re all different.     Our stories are not necessarily wordy. 

My faith journey story is too long to tell here, though this Psalm is a part of it, but maybe we could all think 

of something we’d tell other people about our faith journey. The attractiveness of our story, the Gospel or 

good news for others, will be found in different expressions. Yet, it is in what we do we are witnesses for 

God. We are, according to St. Francis(?), called to ‘Preach to Gospel at all times ...Using words if necessary.’   

I read recently that, even before the pandemic, “our inability to address global crises effectively, shows our 

world’s dominant ‘framing story’ is failing.” 

If we believe that the purpose of life is to accumulate possessions and experience the maximum pleasure 

for the maximum time of our short lives, then we will have little reason to manage our consumption; and if 

we are in life-and-death competition with each other . . . then we will have little reason to seek 

reconciliation, collaboration and nonviolent resolutions to our conflicts. . .  

But if we are free and responsible creatures, in a creation made by a good, wise and loving God, and that 

our Creator wants us to pursue virtue, collaboration, peace and mutual care for one another and all living 

creatures, and that our lives can have profound meaning if we align ourselves with God’s wisdom, 

character, and dreams for us . . . then our society will take a radically different direction, and our world will 

become a very different place.  

We all worship differently; this is good. None of us has the right to say that ‘this is the right way’.   

We all care for our communities differently. That variety matters to others and our Creator.  

I pray that our different stories will enhance our interaction with others (mission), and our attractiveness 

(witness) to anyone seeking God in our midst, becoming part of the big story of God at work in the world.   

Will yours? 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=psalm+148&version=NIVUK

