
Thought for the Day Jeremiah Ch13 Vs1-11 10th March 2021 
 

 Our Old Testament reading for today is about the useless waistcloth. In this passage, God speaks to 

Jeremiah telling him to tie a linen waistcloth around himself. A little while later God tells Jeremiah to take his 

waistcloth and hide it in a hole. A long time after that, God speaks to Jeremiah and tells him to go and fetch 

the waistcloth. When Jeremiah found the waistcloth, he was shocked to learn that the cloth had become 

completely ruined and was no good to be used for any purpose at all. God said, ‘In the same way I shall ruin 

the pride of Judah, the immense pride of Jerusalem. These evil people, these people who refuse to listen to 

my words, who follow their own stubborn inclinations and run after other gods, serving and worshipping 

them – these people will become like this waistcloth, no good for anything. For just as a waistcloth clings to a 

man’s waist, so I made the whole House of Israel and the whole House of Judah to cling to me, God declares, 

to be my people, my glory, my honour and my pride. But they have not listened.’ 

 This is a relatively harsh passage on which to reflect as it is pretty damning of those who follow false 

idols or are so blinded by their pride, or stubbornness and unwillingness to change. Could it be said that the 

modern person in much of the world today wraps themselves in a waistcloth of oil, a hydrocarbon ‘god’? Oil 

and oil products are all around us and are there because of us. Much of this is in the form of plastic and the 

countless guises it takes. According to one US website1, the first synthetic polymer (or plastic) was invented 

in 1869 in a quest to find a suitable substitute for ivory, tortoiseshell, horn and linen. The advent of the first 

man-made ‘plastic’ was seen as revolutionary and environmentally friendly as it reduced the pressure on 

above-ground natural resources. How ironic this seems now, some 150 years on, when David Attenborough 

shows us the oceans and its inhabitants choking in seas of plastic… We are literally surrounded by plastic and 

all of us are probably even wearing some right now (well, perhaps just the top half if you are working from 

home..!), our lives really do appear to revolve around oil. Perhaps we use it so much because we are proud 

of what, as humans, we have prospected from the ground and turned into all manner of things from clothing 

to packaging to car parts to disposable medical items to combustible fuel..?  

Perhaps the passage from Jeremiah and the words of God should be ringing in our ears right now as 

we begin to exit the seemingly never-ending rollercoaster of lockdowns and restrictions, because whilst we 

may have created several vaccines to ward off Covid, where is the ‘vaccine’ for the even greater threat to 

humanity that has been with us far longer - climate change? Whilst plastic and oil have played an important 

part in our societal development, we should shake off our stubborn inclination towards oil-based products 

and remember that we need to look after this fragile planet, it’s all we’ve got. The world has a significant 

opportunity to wake-up and have a ‘green’ recovery from the damage caused to economies by the effects of 

Covid. We must take it. 

Of course, some pride is good. We should be proud of who we are and of who we have been made 

to be. It is great to celebrate our differences and take joy in our diversity, for every single one of us is unique 

- Hooray! Most recently on Monday it was International Women’s Day2 celebrating the social, economic, 

cultural and political achievements of women which has been observed since the early 1900s. It does though 

also serve as a reminder that action is still needed to accelerate gender parity globally. In this case, perhaps 

the passage is telling us to do away with the waistcloth of archaic historical stubbornness about the roles of 

‘men’ and ‘women’. That we should embrace, and take pride in, that which makes us different and the many 

and varied qualities we can all bring to the table to achieve great things, for after all, that is the way that God 

has made us and we should take pride in him. 
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1 https://www.sciencehistory.org/the-history-and-future-of-plastics  
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