
Thought For The Day 30th October 2020 

2nd Book of Kings Chapter 24. Verses 18 to Chapter-25 verse 12. 

Paul’s first letter to Timothy Chapter 5 verses 1-16.  

(plus Letter from James Chapter 1 verse 27) 

The cast of characters is broad: The puppet king, the real King, the LORD, not to 

mention the so-called important people, the skilled workmen, the soldiers and the 

people who had nothing left to eat. 

Their story as set out by the author of 2 Kings is sombre.  In Jerusalem, Zedekiah, the 

puppet king of Judah, unwisely rebels against his puppet master, King Nebuchadnezzar 

of Babylonia. The consequences are predictable and devastating: siege, famine, 

killings; house burnings. Then there is the destruction of the Temple, brutally erasing 

the source of national and religious identity and the works of David and Solomon. 

Accompanying this is the deportation to Babylonia of the skilled workmen, while the 

poorest people who owned no property are left behind to work for the King in the 

vineyards and fields. 

Then there is “The LORD”, who, we read, had become “so angry with the people of 

Jerusalem and Judah that he banished them from his sight” 

The writer of Kings attributed God’s anger and the dire military consequences to the 

weakening of national moral and religious values. He unsettles us with the word 

“anger.” Perhaps though, as with yesterday’s Thought For The Day there is a bigger 

picture. In this case about God’s passions and priorities. A perspective which Paul in 

his letter to Timothy, and James in his letter help us to see. 

Paul outlines how the church community should provide for widows, who otherwise 

would have little support. James takes this further, writing “what God the Father 

considers to be pure and genuine religion is this: to take care of orphans and widows in 

their suffering and to keep oneself from being corrupted by the world.” 

The cast list of 2 Kings is impressive: all human life is there. Paul, James and the Gospel 

writers focus on God’s passion for the extras and those with the seeming bit-parts. As 

we play out our own roles in our city, country and planet, may we learn from these Old 

and New Testament perspectives. 

May we embody God’s concern, for widows and for orphans, as mentioned by  Paul 

and James.  May we remember too those from 2 Kings: the forcibly removed, the 

poorest who own no property and the people who have nothing left to eat.  


