
TFTD All Hallows: Holy Wednesday 

Jeremiah 11:18-20 

We know we ought to be a forgiving people but sometimes – well, life just isn’t fair! These words 

from the book of Jeremiah are spoken from the lips of one who is innocent, ‘like a lamb led to the 

slaughter’. We love to watch lambs gambolling about with their playmates. As we watch their 

adorable antics it rarely crosses our mind the suffering and shortened life that lays before them. 

Here, Jesus is being compared to just such innocence and delight, completely unaware of all that 

awaits him. The desire to destroy someone so beautiful, so wholesome and delightful; yet someone 

who challenges the structures of power all who would dominate. Yet the Lamb of God offers 

retribution for his own unjust death back to God, letting go of the right to act or speak vengefully. 

But here there is an enormous, life-changing, world turning-upside-down surprise, for God’s 

vengeance looks nothing like our own. Does God damn those who have committed such sin to hell? 

Does God pay everyone back, an eye-for-an-eye, tooth-for-a-tooth? No, every last individual receives 

this for their condemnation: beauty for ashes, grace, mercy, forgiveness and peace at the last as 

Jesus hangs there praying, ‘Father, forgive them for they know not what they do.’ 

All have sinned, hurting ourselves and others, sometimes deliberately, sometimes fully believing we 

were doing the right thing. Today let’s be brutally honest with ourselves, daring to let our deep 

darknesses rise to the surface; willing to sit in the place of grief and sorrow for our sin, ready to 

receive the vengeance of our merciful, all-loving God. For tomorrow our feet – and our souls – may 

be washed clean through the mercy and grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, whose vengeance is always 

to turn anger to peace, hatred to love and death to life – if we dare to let Him. 

• Let’s sit quietly and bring our darkest thoughts and acts to God 

• Let’s take the time to offer our deepest, most painful wounds to God 

• Let’s pray for those individuals and people-groups who have been unjustly treated 
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