
‘From the Registers’ 
 

Baptisms 

7 May    Alfie Bennett   (St Michael’s)  

28 May   Molly and Morgan Nixon and Savannah Taylor        
(St Chad’s)   

                  Funeral 

                                                                                          1 June  Kathleen Alice Mason (at Lawnswood) 

 

 

                    Interment of Ashes 

                          31 May     Bill Simpson    (St Michael’s)  

St Chad’s Mothers’ Union News  
By the time you read this we will have had our summer 
lunch—because of the General Election we changed the 
date… The next ‘Knit and Natter’ is on Tuesday 4 July 
at 7.30pm in the parish centre. Also advance notice of 
our Afternoon Tea: Thursday 13 July at 2pm in aid of 

MU Overseas Funds. Tickets £5. Diocesan President 
Jean Thurman is hoping to be there so it will be a good 

opportunity to meet her, and for her to meet us.               
Further details contact Elizabeth (Branch leader) on 
0113 278 7990 or at: elizabetheden9@gmail.com  

  
 

 

Seabirds and plastic   
 

90% of sea birds have plastic in their stomachs – 
in particular “micro plastics”. 5 trillion pieces of 
plastic are found in our oceans today. Many coun-
tries now have bottle deposit schemes. Coca cola 
has actually increased its use of throw away plas-
tic bottles (“Bin it, bag it, don’t throw it”).  

‘Our’ goldcrest is singing (Firecrests are becoming more common). 
Swifts are around. GD still has her starling ‘colony’. 
‘Our’ fierce blackbird chased away a jay ‘pinking’ fu-
riously. The jay was also on my fat balls. Hope to 
see a willow warbler when our Age Concern walks 
go to Bramley Falls and Middleton Park. 

Jenny Wren 
 

 

The editor this month has been Revd Tom Lusty 

The deadline for articles for the July edition is:                

Monday 26th June 

Thank you so much to you all for your kind 
leaving gifts, for those who came to our last 
service and blessed our family, to those 
who joined in the farewell lunch and to 
those who sent cards. We feel so blessed 
by your love and prayers, and the St 

Chad's community will always hold a special place in our 
hearts. We are looking forward to visiting The Forbidden Cor-
ner and to choosing something special to buy with your kind 
donations that we can enjoy as a family. You will all continue to 
be in our thoughts and prayers and we hope you'll get in touch 
if you're up in Harrogate or visiting Harlow Carr so we have a 
chance to see you.       

The Palmer Family 

Diocesan Learning Disability Day 
The topic was our five senses and we learnt a simple 
hymn with actions to help us remember our senses!   

Our activities helped us: 
 seeing: each participant chose a scenic picture from 

a calendar to decorate;  
 touch: various things, soft, hard, etc.; 
 hearing: music on the piano;  
 smell: people decorated cardboard flowers to re-

mind us of scent, but there was also the delicious 
odour of home-made buns  

 to taste and smell – sadly Pat couldn’t taste 
(diabetes).  

 

Our drama was based on the Feeding of the Five Thou-
sand. Finally we had a talk and a short service – people 
came out to say ‘prayers’.  Pat thanked God for all the 
people who had helped her, poignantly starting with 
Barnardo’s and finishing with the local St Anne’s Hostel 
for people with Learning Disabilities.                                  

A Hostel? No, it’s a home.             
I’ve never forgotten how I 
went round for Sunday Lunch  
(invited by the staff) for a few 
weeks after my husband died. 

We all sat round the table together. Please support our 
local St Anne’s Charity!  Volunteers welcomed.  

Email: info@st-annes.org.uk    Tel: 243 5151    
                            Mary Duffty 

Representing St Michael’s Headingley 

and St Chad’s Far Headingley 

 June 2017 

On 1 July I will, God willing, be ordained deacon and join 
you as a self-supporting assistant curate the following 
day. That this is due to happen so soon is exciting and 
exhilarating and just a bit terrifying, but then that could 
be said of my whole journey from January 2014 when I 
first tentatively spoke with my Vicar about exploring a 
call to ordained ministry. 

If I have one experience which encapsulates the last 3 
and a half years it is that of walking up Skellig Michael, a 
small rocky island off the south west coast of Ireland in 
the Atlantic Ocean, in September 2014.  

It is a World Heritage Site 
because on a terraced shelf 
600 feet above sea-level is a 
monastery founded be-
tween the 6th and 8th centu-
ries and occupied until the 
12th century. The Christians 

who built and lived in the monastery were influenced by 
the Desert Fathers. For those Celtic Christians the clos-
est they could get to a desert was an inhospitable island 
7 miles out at sea. The remains of the monastery con-
tain six amazingly well preserved beehive cells and two 
oratories with several early stone crosses. There is also a 
later medieval church. Those of you who saw the last 
Star Wars film will have seen Skellig Michael at the very 
end as the home of Luke Skywalker. 

Getting to the monastery is not easy and is highly de-
pendent on the weather. Large boats cannot get close 
enough to the island to land passengers on the quay, 
and if the weather is bad, or the waves too high it is un-
safe for small boats to attempt to land passengers.  

Once landed you are subjected to a stern talk on safety 
by one of the three resident wardens and then face a 
winding walk up 670 steep and rugged steps which are 
over 1000 years old. There are no handrails, no fencing 
as protection from falling, and only a short length of 

steel chain along the edge of a particularly steep and 
dangerous ledge as an additional aid to safety. I had felt 
rather anxious about all of this, and had almost hoped 
that the weather would prevent us making the journey, 
but as it happened the weather was perfect. 

Happily, all members of our middle-aged group reached 
the monastery at the top safely, and indeed back down 
again. It was a true mountain-top experience exploring 
the beehive cells and praying and singing inside the tiny, 
ancient churches. We were lucky to be the last group 
that landed that day and had the monastery all to our-
selves. We all felt Skellig Michael to be a ‘thin place’ 
where earth and heaven come very close. 

This experience describes my ordination journey be-
cause in both cases I have been part of a wonderful 
group of people who have 
cared for me and allowed 
me to care for them. Also 
because God has been 
faithful in providing me 
with everything I needed 
and has not allowed me 
to run away. Also because despite, or perhaps due to, 
the hard work involved there have been many wonder-
ful mountain top experiences.  

I now look forward very much to journeying with you, 
and hope and trust that together we will experience 
more than a few mountain tops. Please remember me in 
your prayers, and I will see you soon.  

Angela 

And its hello from me! 

60p 

An Invitation 
 

     Angela’s first Sunday as curate in the team minis-
try will be on 2 July. St Michael’s are holding a Bring 

and Share Lunch in St Michael’s Parish Hall at 12 
noon on that day. In order to assist with the catering 
can you please indicate to Tony or Ann and Rebecca 
the Churchwardens if you are intending to be there.   
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Church Diary, June 2017 
Date Time Services 

Sunday 4rd 
 

Pentecost 
 

8:00am 
9:30am 
 

10:00am 
12noon 
3:00pm 

Holy Communion at St Chad’s 
Parish Communion at St Chad’s            
with ministry of healing 
Parish Communion at St Michael’s 
Holy Communion at St Michael’s 
CTH Pentecost service at the Arc 

Sunday 11th 
 

Trinity         
Sunday 

 

(Leeds          

Triathlon) 

8:00am 
9:30am 
10:00am 
12noon 
6:30pm 

                                                                                                                                                                                                           N.B.  

Holy Communion at St Michael’s 
Parish Praise at St Chad’s 
Parish Communion at St Michael’s 
Holy Communion at St Michael’s 
Choral Evensong at both churches  

No Worship on the Edge at St Chad’s 

Sunday 18th 
 

Father’s Day 
 

Trinity 1 

8:00am 
9:30am 
10:00am 
12noon 
6:30pm 

Holy Communion at St Chad’s 
Parish Communion at St Chad’s                               
Parish Communion at St Michael’s 
Holy Communion at St Michael’s 
Choral Evensong at both churches  

Sunday 25th 
 

Trinity 2 

8:00am 
9:30am 
10:00am 
12noon 
6:30pm 

Holy Communion at St Michael’s 
Parish Communion at St Chad’s 
Parish Communion at St Michael’s 
Holy Communion at St Michael’s 
Choral Evensong at both churches  

 2nd July 
 

Angela’s first 
Sunday 

 

Trinity 3 

8:00am 
9:30am 
10:00am 
 
6:30pm 

Holy Communion at St Chad’s 
Parish Communion at St Chad’s 
All Age Eucharist at St Michael’s 
NB No 12noon service at St Michael’s 
Choral Evensong at both churches  

Not Strangers, but Pilgrims  
 

Twenty years ago I set out on a life-changing journey. At the time I was working as an Assistant Warden of a retreat centre 
in Worcestershire before I started training for ministry at the College of the Resurrection in the September.  I had signed up 
for a two week pilgrimage that started in Canterbury on 26 May (St Augustine’s Day—as in Augustine, the first Archbishop 
of Canterbury) and finished in Northern Ireland on 9 June, St Columba’s Day.  

Around 400 people from a host of different Church backgrounds: Quakers, URC, Roman Catho-
lics, Methodists, C of E, Lutherans, you name it... all of the Church in her rich variety was repre-
sented.  We travelled on a considerable number of different pilgrim routes. One group named 
after Columba visited Iona. Another group named after Aidan went via Lindisfarne. Pilgrim routes 
went via holy sites in Wales in honour of David and in Ireland honouring Patrick, and via Cornwall 
recalling the Cornish saints. Our group’s patron saint was Ninian and our holy site was the Isle of 
Whithorn where Ninian built his monastic settlement and outreach base to the Picts. 

Pilgrim’s Way 1997 marked the 1400th anniversary of the arrival of Augustine in England having been sent by Pope Gregory 
the Great; also recalling that Columba died in the same year. Two great saints who had a profound effect on the life of our 
nation from the traditions that have most strongly shaped us, Celtic and Roman. Our hosts from all the Christian denomina-
tions offered generous hospitality and journeyed with us at each stage of the journey. I attended many inspiring acts of wor-
ship. I felt a strong sense of the unity that we share in Christ. Many people said to us “give our love to Northern Ireland”.   
So we passed the message on. There was a strong sense that it was a pilgrimage of reconciliation as well.                             

Pilgrims and not tourists 
 

We are told we should be pilgrims in life 
but instead, we have become tourists. 

 

Pilgrims are on a spiritual journey; 
every part of it has meaning,   
the setbacks and frustrations  

as well as the joys. 
Tourists are out to enjoy life; 

seek pleasure; fun, or just a rest. 
 

Pilgrims carry little with them; just enough for their needs. 
Tourists are burdened with possessions -  

suitcases, tickets, travellers’ cheques. 
They are always anxious about losing them. 

 

Pilgrims stay as long as they need to in each place. 
Tourists have schedules to keep; 

they are always rushing on. 
 

Pilgrims are humble, open to people and experiences. 
Tourists are arrogant. They know what they want 

and they’ll do it, see it, find it. 
 

Pilgrims share what they have. 
Tourists never quite have enough. 

 

Pilgrims are changed by their journey. 
Tourists remain the same. 

 

Pilgrims seek God and His purpose. 
Tourists seek their own fulfilment. 

 

Pilgrims are enriched by their journey. 
Tourists are always a bit disappointed -  

it was never quite as good as they hoped. 
 

Lord, help us to be pilgrims in life  
and not just tourists. 

This is it. The moment I’ve been dreading. The time when 
we have to say goodbye.   Jesus had to say goodbye too. I 
wonder how Jesus felt about leaving his friends? Our Gos-
pel reading [John 14. 15-21] is taken from a much longer 
section of John’s gospel known as the Farewell Narratives. 
Jesus’s leaving was far more dramatic than ours. He was-
n’t just moving a few miles away. He was leaving his hu-
man life behind. Even though he knew this was not the 
end, he must have felt it. That emptiness. That bereave-
ment of place. We know Jesus was emotional just like the 
rest of us. He cried when he heard of Lazarus’ death. He 
got violently angry when he discovered a dishonest mar-
ketplace in the temple. He talks of his own joy which he 
wishes to share with his disciples. So how did he feel 
when he was saying goodbye? He might have been saying 
these words through his own tears. He might have been 
offering a reassuring smile to the bewildered disciples.  

This church is, for me, a place full of emotions. I have 
wept here. I have laughed here. I have been frustrated 
here. This is a safe space for emotions. I can tell you that. 
I hope you feel that too. Because whatever you are feel-
ing, here is a space where you can share what is in your 
heart with God, and feel God’s presence with you. The 
Lord is here. His Spirit is with us.  

That is the assurance that Jesus gave his disciples when 
he left them. “I will ask the Father, and he will give you 
another advocate to be with you forever. This is the Spirit 
of truth.” We know the Spirit is with us, because today we 
heard the promise of it. The Spirit is not a stranger to us. 
Nor was the Spirit a stranger to the disciples. Jesus said 
“you know her, because she abides with you and she will 
be in you.”  

I have been trying to write this sermon for over four 
weeks, but what you’re hearing now was written just last 
night. I was speaking to a friend about the difficulty I was 
having working out what to say and she advised, “just 
think what is the one thing you feel God is calling you to 
share, and share it.” So this is it: God’s spirit is with you. 

As a community of faith, as St Chad’s, God’s spirit is with 
you. You who believe, you know the Spirit.                       

The Spirit abides with you. I know this because I have ex-
perienced God’s Spirit through this community. I have 
seen the hand of God at work in this place, and in the 
people of this place as they engage with the world. I have 
seen what can happen when the Spirit moves in this 
place. In 17 years here for me, and 21 for Steve, we have 
seen changes which I think could only be possible be-
cause of God’s Spirit moving in this place.  

My call to ordained ministry is just one sign of that. But it 
is important for you to know that my calling is your call-
ing. When I am ordained, I am ordained because of the 
work of the Spirit through you which I have felt and been 
changed by. And my ministry is therefore an expression of 
your ministry to me. That is why my stoles are all being 
embroidered with a St Chad’s cross. A symbol of your 
ministry always with me. 

God’s spirit IS with us. So I invite you to recognise that 
and to connect with it as best you can. Keep praying. 
Keep worshipping. Keep singing. Keeping reading Scrip-
ture. These will help sustain your relationship with God, 
as it does mine. Use the St Chad’s School motto: “In the 
Light of God, we care, we share, we laugh, we learn.” Be 
in God’s light.     Be blessed. And every time you say these 
words at the start of the Eucharist, know it is true, and 
say it with joy. “The Lord is here … His Spirit is with us”.        

Abbie Palmer 

“His Spirit is with us” 

 

St Chad’s Cricket club proudly presents ...   
Beer Festival in the St Chad’s parish centre                

on evenings of Fri 4 and Sat 5 August.           
Cricket match on the Saturday evening. 


