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Church Diary, August 2018 

     Date     Time                 Services 
 

 

Sunday 5th 

August 
 

 

 

 

 

Trinity 10 
 

 

8:00am 

9:30am 

 

10:00am 

6:30pm 

Holy Communion at St Chad’s 

Parish Eucharist with ministry  

of healing at St Chad’s  

Parish Eucharist at St Michael’s 

Evensong at both churches with            

ministry of healing at St Michael’s                     

 

 

Sunday 12th 

August 
 

 

 

Trinity 11 

8:00am 

9:30am 

10:00am 

6:30pm 

Holy Communion at St Chad’s 

Parish Eucharist at St Chad’s 

Parish Eucharist at St Michael’s 

Evensong at both churches 
 

 

Sunday 19th 

August 
 

Trinity 12 

8:00am 

9:30am 

10:00am 

6:30pm 

Holy Communion at St Chad’s 

Parish Eucharist at St Chad’s  

Parish Eucharist at St Michael’s  

Evensong at both churches 
 

 

Sunday 26th 

August 
 

Trinity  13           

 

8:00am 

9:30am 

10:00am 

12noon 

6:30pm 

Holy Communion at St Chad’s 

Parish Eucharist at St Chad’s  

Parish Eucharist at St Michael’s 

Holy Communion at St Michael’s 

Evensong at both churches 

 

The deadline for articles for the October edition is:  

Monday 17th September 

Please send copy to:                                       
stchadsmagazine@hotmail.co.uk 

 

NEWSLETTER NOTICE 

Please note there will be no September edition. 

We will be back with more exciting Parish news in 

October. Have a great summer! 

Tom and Andy, Editors 

Church Diary, September 2018 
     Date     Time                 Services 

 

 

Sunday 2nd 

September 
 

 

 

 

 

Trinity 14 
 

 

8:00am 

9:30am 

 

10:00am 

 

12noon 

6:30pm 

Holy Communion at St Chad’s 

Parish Eucharist with ministry  

of healing at St Chad’s  

Parish Eucharist at St Michael’s 

with baptisms 

Holy Communion at St Michael’s 

Evensong at both churches with            

ministry of healing at St Michael’s                     

 

Sunday 9th 

September 
 

 

 

Trinity 15 

8:00am 

9:30am 

10:00am 

12noon 

6:30pm 

Holy Communion at St Chad’s 

Parish Praise at St Chad’s 

Parish Eucharist at St Michael’s 

Holy Communion at St Michael’s 

Evensong at both churches 
 

 

Sunday 16th 

September 
 

Trinity 16 
 

 

8:00am 

9:30am 

10:00am 

12noon 

6:30pm 

Holy Communion at St Chad’s 

Back to Church Sunday at St Chad’s  

All Age Eucharist at St Michael’s  

Theme: creation season 

Holy Communion at St Michael’s 

Evensong at both churches 
 

 

Sunday 23rd 

September 
 

Trinity 17 

Feast of                

St Robert of 

Knaresborough 

8:00am 

9:30am 

10:00am 

 

12noon 

6:30pm 

Holy Communion at St Chad’s 

Parish Eucharist at St Chad’s  

Parish Eucharist at St Michael’s 

“St Robert, Yorkshire’s patron saint” 

Holy Communion at St Michael’s 

Evensong at both churches  

 

 

Sunday 30th 

September 
 

Trinity 18 

8:00am 

10:00am 

 
 

12noon 

6:30pm 

Holy Communion at St Chad’s 

St Michael’s Patronal with guest 

preacher Revd Dr Hayley Matthews, 

followed by a faith lunch 

Holy Communion at St Michael’s 

Bereavement service at St Chad’s 

Evensong at St Michael’s 

 

Dates for the diaries 
 

Heritage Open Days at St Chad’s  

Thursday 6 to Sunday 9 September inclusive, 2-4pm each day, 

then again at from Thursday 13 to Sunday 16 inclusive, 2-4pm.  

Sign up sheets at the back of  church. Please sign up and help 

to welcome folk and show them around our wonderful church. 

Bereavement service at St Chad’s  

Sunday 23 September at 6.30pm. All welcome, please come 

along and support friends and family that you know who have 

lost loved ones this year. 

Former Curate to be Dean of Wakefield 

Simon Cowling (a former curate at St Chad’s) will be installed at 

Wakefield Cathedral on Saturday 29 September at 3pm. 

St Chad’s Harvest festival  

is on Sunday 14 October at 11am with the Ven. Paul Ayers, 

Archdeacon of Leeds, preaching. As well as your harvest gifts 

(which will go to PAFRAS) please bring food to share and stay 

on for a bring and share lunch afterwards in the parish centre. 

The close of our 150th celebrations at St Chad’s  

(since 11 January 2018) will be on Sunday 6 January at 9.30am

(The feast of Epiphany) with Bishop Paul Slater, Bishop of Kirk-

stall, as our celebrant and preacher. All most welcome. 
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Sermon on the Feast of St Mary Magdalene (22 July) 
 

Reading:  John 20. 1-2, 11-18  

In thinking about Mary Magdalene we will have to put 
aside anything we might have read in Dan Brown’s The Da 
Vinci Code, indeed anything we may have gleaned from 
works of art because artists portraying her based their 
portrayals on legends which have no basis in the Gospels. 
There is no reason to identify her with the un-named 
woman of doubtful reputation who anoints  Jesus in the 
home of Simon the Pharisee in Luke chapter 7.  
 

Mary Magdalene’s name tells us that she came from 
Magdala, a town on the western shore of the sea of Gali-
lee. She is named for where she is from, not as a daugh-
ter of, or wife of, or mother of someone (usually a male 
someone), which suggests that she was not married.  
 

Luke tells us in chapter 8 that Mary was one of the wom-
en healed by Jesus, who 
then remained in his 
company and who pro-
vided for him out of their 
own resources. We don’t 
know what Mary’s illness 
was but Luke, using quite 
striking language, tells us 
that seven demons had 

gone out of her when she was healed, so she must have 
been severely afflicted, which may account for her not 
having married. If she was a single woman, it would have 
been easier for her to be in control of her own property 
and be able to provide for Jesus.   
 

I find it interesting that Mary and the other women, 
named and unnamed by Luke, were, along with the 
twelve, travelling companions of Jesus; they were with 
him as disciples and witnesses of his ministry. In the 
Greco-Roman world of the day this degree of identifica-
tion and participation by women with a travelling teacher 
would have been extraordinary, and possible scandalous.  
 

In Mark 15, Mary Magdalene is one of the women who, 
having followed Jesus to  Jerusalem from Galilee, witness 
the crucifixion from a distance, and all four gospels place 
Mary Magdalene in the narrative of Jesus’s death and res-
urrection, suggesting that she was held in high regard by 
early Christians.   

In our gospel reading Mary is 
the first person to meet the ris-
en Jesus although she doesn’t 
immediately recognise him.  
John does not tell us why she 
went to the tomb so early that 
morning. Perhaps she simply 
needed to be close to Jesus’s 
body to grieve.   
 

What did Mary expect to find? 
She expected to find a closed 
tomb with Jesus’s body inside, 
but what she found was totally 
unexpected: the stone had been 
removed and all she could think was that the grave had 
been robbed.  But Jesus was alive, and everything had 
changed. All expectations were upset. Things were, to say 
the least, different.   
 

A question for us: do we live our lives in the light of the 
resurrection as if things are different? Do we show by our 
lives that things are different? When we come to a       
service at St Michael’s what do we expect to find?  
Do we expect the living Lord Jesus to be present in word, 
music, bread, wine and each other, or do we expect the            
equivalent of an entombed and lifeless body?  
 

Mary looked into the tomb and saw angels – a sure sign 
that God is at work. Even then she could not grasp what 
had occurred. “Why are you weeping?” the angels asked, 
“Why are you weeping?” asks the man that Mary thinks is 
the gardener.   
 

Mary Magdalene’s grief mirrors so many griefs ... they 
have taken away my home, my partner, my child, my 
rights, my dignity, my hope, my life, my Lord. We all have 
our griefs, we all have times when we weep. Hear Jesus 
ask, “why are you weeping?” and tell him. Be assured 
that just as Mary’s grief turned to joy when she recog-
nised who the gardener actually was, we can trust in God 
who raised Jesus Christ from the dead, who is a God of 
justice and mercy and compassion and liberation and life 
in all its fullness that our griefs will be turned to joy in 
God’s time, at the right time.         

                                                            Continued on page 2 
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What a difference a bush makes… 
 

As a long-standing member of St Chads Cricket Club I was involved 
at the outset of the scheme to plant the hedge along the Church 
Drive with the aid of The Woodland Trust. 
 

The introduction of the hedge is part of a number of short and longer-term 
initiatives aimed at not only improving the amenity of the cricket club and 
its aspect alongside the church grounds, but also it has the benefit of being 
an additional security measure. Unfortunately, the club cricket pitch was, in 
recent years, subject to vandalism by the driving upon it through anti-social 
acts which resulted in churning up the outfield and damage to the square. 
The Club Committee, with the support of the Church, decided that by hope-
fully establishing a hedge alongside the Church Drive the likelihood of those 
sorts of actions would be reduced and the visual amenity and ecological en-
hancement of the area would be promoted. 
 

Obviously, there is a significant cost to these matters as an amateur local 
sports club run completely on the goodwill of volunteers and its member-
ship. We contacted The Woodland Trust who were very helpful with both 
their advice and service. Their provision of differing varieties of hedgerow 
species inclusive of blackthorn, field maple, dog rose, crab apple, rowan 
and elder means that insects, birds and maybe even hedgehogs and               
dormice will benefit. 
 

Let’s hope we can get it established after one of the driest summers             
in living memory!                                                                                                                                                                               

                                          Matthew Stevens 

Sermon on the Feast of St Mary Magdalene  (continued from front page…) 
 

“For whom are you looking?” the gardener through whom all things were created asks Mary. Mary didn’t recognise 
him, after all he wasn’t where he was supposed to be! How often we do not recognise Jesus in the face of friend or 
stranger – because that’s not where he is supposed to be?  
 

“Tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him away.” Mary says – at least that would be a tidy outcome.  We 
all have our own ideas about nice, tidy outcomes, but God has other  ideas. Jesus said to her “Mary”, and Mary, called 
by name by the great shepherd of the sheep, recognises her risen Lord, and is given a job, a commission, 
to go and tell, to be an apostle.  “I have seen the Lord” Mary announces to the disciples: words which the 
core of the Easter gospel, and which have been described as the first ever Christian sermon.   
 

Mary Magdalene witnessed to the reality of the risen Lord for the disciples, for the early 
church, and for us as  readers of John’s Gospel. God was not playing it safe when he 
chose Mary for this task, but because of her and her proclamation we have seen that the stone has 
been rolled away and have heard the report of angels.  
 

Like Mary we are called by name by our risen Lord. God is not playing it safe in calling us, but it is now 
for us to proclaim the resurrection and say with Mary Magdalene, “I have seen the Lord, Alleluia”.  
 

Revd Dr Angela Birkin 

We are very pleased to have appointed Jason Hawkins as our new Director of Music. Jason 
trained in Manchester and has worked with many organisations including the Halle Youth 
Choir, the Halle Youth Orchestra, and the BBC Singers, and is a pianist as well as an organist. 
He has also been broadcast on ITV, Irish TV and BBC Radio. Jason moves to Headingley dur-
ing August to take up the position as Head of Music at Richmond House. We welcome him 
as he takes up his appointment on 1 September, and look forward to working with him.                                                                             

                                                                                                                                                 

                     Revd Tony Whatmough 

New Director of Music at St Michael’s 
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Many thanks to all who supported our      Overseas  

Afternoon Tea we made £277 for the MU Overseas 

Funds Via Mary Sumner House  
 

Hope you all have a good summer.  
Next Mu event is Knit & Natter on  

 

Tuesday 4th September at 7.30  
  

Further details contact Elizabeth 01132 787990 or                
elizabetheden9@gmail.com  

Jenny Wren’s Jottings 
 

This year I’ve only seen four 
swifts. P.R. saw a flock of 40! 
Blackbirds are quite aggressive, 
we have at least two pairs in our 
garden. Recently I was walking 
down our narrow front path, an-
swering the blackbirds calls when suddenly …. 
”WHOOSH” two flew past me on either side!                
I was told at T. T. College – “Whistling is un-ladylike”. 
 

I’ve been feeding the birds as I’ve seen no slugs or 
worms and only tiny snails. The Tits love fat balls but 
jays, magpies and nuthatches also like them. The na-
ture article in my “I” newspaper said butterflies are 
doing well. I’ve two large whites, one speckled wood 
and one small white. Where have all the insects 
gone? I’ve hardly seen any. When will they all re-
turn? (ref. Bob Dylan). Lots of bees and midges 
around (one alien ladybird but no Daddy Long-Legs) 
 

In closing here’s an idea I’m sure the green team will 
like. I’ve been watering my garden with recycled wa-
ter from my bath and shower…..tea is also good for 
the plants too! 

Jenny Wren 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS AND NOTICES 

 

Members exhibit their produce from 11am in a fun and 

friendly show, judging by Gillian North at 1pm 

Sunday 9th September from 11am .  

Refreshments available, snail race, allotment produce auction. All 

welcome and free entry. Location: off Hollin Drive LS16 5NE.       

All welcome and FREE entry  

“From the Registers” 

Baptisms at St Chad’s 

22 July — Phoebe Edson; Alice, Sidney and Nell Atkin    

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Congratulations to Alex Wheatley and Emily Jones     

who were married in Great Barford Church, Bedford,      

on Saturday 21 July. A large contingent from                    

St Michael's were able to celebrate their marriage.  
 

Funerals at St Chad’s 

4 July — Neville Oughtibridge 
24 July — Ronald Houlton 

 

Interment at St Chad’s 

5 July — Sue Riley 

St Michael’s day trip to Scarborough 2018 
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St Chad’s Sports Day Success 

Straight from the classroom on Sunday 22 July, the Sparklers and 

Fireworks headed straight outside or the St Chad’s annual sports 

day. The kids joined in during one of the hottest days of the sum-

mer for a fun packed sports day. We are blessed at St Chads to 

have two PE teachers in our congregation. It was Rev Tom Lusty 

however, that stepped up to the plate this year to be compere, 

referee and chief starter. Ably assisted by his wife Helen, the kids 

were taken though a range of sporting events. Once the lines were capably laid 

by Tom and Daniel (with thanks to St Chads CC for the loan of the white mark-

er) it was all go go go for the small people to get warmed up. Rev Tom took a 

record number of kids ever to attend a St Chads sports day through a vigorous 

warm up before getting straight down to business. The individual sprints were 

followed by the relay, throwing, sack race and the ever popular egg and spoon. 

All the kids were superb but a special mention must go to future England Crick-

eter Oscar Williams, aged 12, who annihilated the competition in the longest 

throw. There was a gasp from the crowd as the bean bag was launched a solid 

50ft++.  A huge thanks to all the families that joined in the fun in the sun on a 

joyful afternoon of sport. 

              Andy Freeth 

In choosing to write about St Augustine I have given myself an almost impossible task since he is 
most influential of Christian theologians whose vast body of Latin writings formulated such con-
cepts as original sin, free will, divine grace, sacramental theology, and the concept of the just 
war. Augustine made powerful pronouncements on slavery and sexuality and furnished future 
generations with detailed interpretations of the Bible through commentaries and sermons. As a 
result he is the leading figure in a small group of formational writers known as the Fathers of the 
Church. Another title, alongside a small number of others, is Doctor of the Church. His supreme 
importance in Christian thought weathered the Reformation: Luther considered him to be pre-eminent (after the Bi-
ble itself and St Paul). Protestants generally regarded him as one of the ‘fathers’ of their tradition because of his 
teaching on salvation and grace. So he is honoured in all Christian denominations.  

Augustine’s life is well-documented, not least because he tells us quite a bit about himself in his Confessions, a work 
very different from his scholarly output: it is personal, appealing, and short - and readily available in paperback, un-
like his other works, which are very much research library material. He was born in 354 to a pagan father and Chris-
tian mother (Monica) in Tagaste in the rich imperial North African province of Numidia. He studied rhetoric at the 
University of Carthage, with the intention of becoming a lawyer. He soon abandoned this idea, together with the 
form of Christianity in which he had been brought up, and took a mistress, with whom he had a son. In this period he 
joined the Manichaean sect and remained faithful to it for nine years – although later in life much of his work was 
given a combative edge by attacking the Manichees for the divisive beliefs they held which threatened the still rela-
tively young faith of Christianity.  

Eventually Augustine went to Rome to open a school of rhetoric. But he quickly moved on to a professorship at Mi-
lan, where he came under the influence of Ambrose, the great Bishop of Milan – another figure subsequently regard-
ed as one of the Fathers of the Church. This led to Augustine’s baptism in 387, and his return to Tagaste in 388, 
where he set up a monastic community. He was priested in 391 and began to make a name for himself as an influen-
tial figure in the North African church. In 395 he was consecrated as co-adjutor bishop to the then aged Valerius, 
Bishop of Hippo Regius (modern Annaba in Algeria), and after Valerius’s death in c. 396 ruled as sole bishop until his 
death on 28 August 430. During his episcopacy he wrote many treatises against contemporary heresies, refining the 
formulation of Christian belief in the process, and addressed  the challenging social issues of his day — a time 
when  the Roman Empire was beginning to be destabilised until, in 476, not long after Augustine’s death, the last 
Emperor in Rome was deposed.                                                                            

                                   Joyce Hill 

St Augustine of Hippo  (Feast day 28 August) 
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From evensong at Lichfield cathedral to evensong at St Chad’s two days later we cycled 
120 miles in 10 hours and 18 minutes. Not quite 150 miles for the 150th anniversary but 
considerably more than 150 kilometres. A significant highlight of our year long celebra-
tion of the great saint that four people committed themselves in their busy modern lives 
to being pilgrims from the shrine of St Chad back to the church that bears his name. 
 

The suffering and the glory: a sense of feeling alone in our own little worlds pushing on up 
through the hills in the Peak District. Thinking, like the Psalmist, where are you God in all of 
this? And the glory: the quietness of the roads on the afternoon of the World Cup semi-
finals. The beautifully surfaced road at the top of a tough climb with a fresh breeze revital-
ising us as we glided along in an area known locally as “Little Switzerland”. 
 

The gradient chart for the Saturday shows the early hills 
coming out of Ashbourne in the morning, sharp climbs at 

Brassington and Youlgreave, then a relentless climb after lunch at the 
Plough Inn in Hathersage up to Straines reservoir followed by a 25% gradi-
ent and two steep climbs in the late afternoon. In those ten hours we as-
cended 2,565 metres (the equivalent of two Burj Khalifas) at an average 
speed of 11.6 mph and burned 6992 calories. The pace we set on the Satur-
day morning was formidable: 23 miles in under two hours - pretty good go-
ing given that there were a few hills to climb.  
 

We give thanks to God for safekeeping. Chris wrote in the visitors 
book of the Churches that we went in to “God is here”. I would con-
cur, and not just in the Churches: a heightened awareness of being  
accompanied on the journey.  
 

A massive thank you to our back up crew: to Helen on the first day, to 
Alan on the second and Nicholas and Sefton - and Alan again - on the 
third. We are in-
debted to Andrew, 
Canon Precentor at 
Lichfield Cathedral 
who said beautiful 
prayers before we 

set off and to his wife Julia who took the time to look 
after our dog Betty in the heat. 
 

Thank you to my fellow pilgrims for your good company. 
Thank you to Simon, surely the fittest church warden in 
the country, and Chris who (like Simon, and unlike me) 

did not get off his bike once 
on the hills. Also to Rhianna, 
who motivated us to keep 
going when our energies 
were depleted from the heat 
and the hills the day before. 
Thank you to everyone who 
sponsored us - we have 
raised around £1,600 for 
Church funds. 
                                                                      

             Revd Tom Lusty 

Cycling Pilgrimage in honour of Chad                                                                                           

From left: Tom Lusty, Rhianna Rose,                           

Simon Futers and Chris Armstrong 
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News from the Marshalls in Malta  

 The Photographs:  

You’ll see three photos of photos 

in this letter. They were taken at 

the Triton Fountain square at the 

City Gate to Valletta, and the imag-

es are from a broader gallery on 

display as part of the Valletta Capi-

tal of European Culture 2018 fes-

tivities. They are presented by the 

Reza Visual Academy and are 

meant to help transform our thinking and approach to refugees. 

Many are shot by award-winning photojournalists and are striking.  

I have been thinking a fair amount 

about imagery that has become pop-

ular and, some may say, needed with-

in newsletters such as this and the 

broader media. You may have noticed 

that I do not have many photos of the 

people we help – most of them don’t 

want their photos to be published and 

distributed. However, images help en-

gage people better and we all know 

the “a picture is worth a thousand words” quote and we may also 

have seen harrowing images of refugees, war, etc.  

and...  

Do pictures really move 

us to do something? Or 

can we become immune 

to their impact, just an-

other level of disconnect 

and compassion fatigue? 

I have been struggling 

with this, because it is 

very easy to slip into the 

“I need something from 

you, refugee” attitude, and in so doing objectify people. I know this 

is not all there is to it, and photos do have their place, but I some-

times wonder if they have lost their original intention and mean-

ing?  What do you think?  

Thank you again for all your pray-

ers and support for us;       you 

are also in our prayers.  

 

 A conveniently placed photo,                

challenging passers-by, or “poverty 

porn” numbing us to reality?  

 

 A small child, with a make-shift la-

trine in the background, versus the 

five star Phoenicia Hotel, Valletta  

 

 The Triton fountain juxtaposed with a man receiv-

ing a dowsing from a jug, location unknown  

Book review: "A History of 
God" by Karen Armstrong  

God is beyond our un-
derstanding. If so can 
there be a history? 
Could the history be of 
man’s vision of God or 
is God beyond vision? 
Generally history re-
quires evidence. Could 
God’s history be in the 
written records of 
man’s creation of what 
the ultimate abstrac-
tion is? Is God a "force" beyond physical in-
carnation which takes physical form in the 
creativity of man and / or at the will of God? 
 
Armstrong provides a history of man’s ‘ideas’ 
of God. She chooses to focus on the three 
monotheistic religions: Judaism, Islam and 
Christianity. The evidence she describes is 
provided in "normal conceptual language". 
 
If you want to know more of how humanity 
has: experience the Spirit ... described God ... 
worshipped and explained God ... read a few 
pages of Armstrong. Should you want to dis-
cover new things about: the Bible ... Islam ... 
philosophy and theology ... Mysticism … the 
Reformation ... enlightenment - read on. 
Want to know how psychoanalysis interprets 
God? It’s there. The projected God of Freud, 
Jung, Alder is explored in a few pages. 
 
Do you have a need to re-explore your spir-
itual life or self-examination perhaps you 
should read the "exercises" of the Mystics or 
the Jesuits. Maybe consider fasting or keno-
sis (self-emptying) … it’s in Armstrong.  
 
Could your interest be in why all of the three 
"great" faiths have all motivated love, hate 
and violence. It is a long Book that can be 
read as a whole or in short pieces dictated by 
the index and a specific need.  
 
A recommended read. To all those leaning 
back in a pensive dream I hope you are on 
the "Royal Road". 
 

Dr Christopher Ridgeway 
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Chris Baxfield. It has been a great joy to serve as curate. The grace of the Lord has been abundant as I have sur-
vived my first school assemblies, funerals, and baptisms. Not too many complaints follow my preaching, although I 
am aware there is at least one Greek scholar in the congregation. We praise the Lord for the two Alpha guests 
who have committed their lives to Christ and pray for a continued harvest. I look forward to my first eucharist and 
to being even more deployable in the Lord’s service. Chris is curate of St Barnabas’, Alwoodley and St Paul’s, Shad-
well 

 Claire Corley. It has been a wonderful year, with a real sense of God's affirmation and one that has passed like a 
whirlwind!  Getting to grips with a tradition different from my own has been stretching and enriching. I've been 
grateful for the constant love and encouragement from the congregation. I have thoroughly enjoyed all the rich and 
varied experiences that parish life offers. Particularly highlights have been the Christmas and Easter Services, also 
getting to know people through the Toddler & Alpha groups. The privilege of being alongside people in their life 
journeys and seeing God equip them, has provided many humbling experiences. Claire is curate at St Edmund’s, 
Roundhay 

  

Angela Birkin. This year has been a learning year, a year of discovery. Discovering what a dalmatic is,  rediscovering 
the beauty of evensong and the joy of leading this lovely service, discovering the warmth, friendliness and diversity 
of the church families of St Michael and All Angels, St Chad and All Hallows’,    and discovering the privilege of minis-
tering to God’s people in Headingley. As illness hit in late November different lessons offered themselves: learning to 
wait on God’s time, learning to be rather than do, learning of the compassion and mercy of God, and discovering the 
power of prayer, especially when one is the  beneficiary of the prayers of so many people. I look forward to returning 
to full health soon, as a priest  ministering, through word and sacrament, to those who have ministered to me in so 
many ways this year. 

 

Dan Ross. Life in a collar is never dull or slow! I've found my first year of curacy challenging, rewarding and enjoyable. 
It's been a delight to get to know the community and church and to discover more about what it means to be or-
dained. The diversity of day-to-day life is wonderful and I've particularly enjoyed the people-facing focus of the role 
and the joy of being deeply involved in many aspects of community life - from school to high street. In becoming a 
priest I am looking forward to stepping into more of what God has in store, of discerning his mission in Upper Armley, 
and of enjoying the immense privilege of this calling. Dan is curate at Christ Church, Upper Armley 

  

Rolf Mason. Inner-city life in Holbeck is vibrant, fun and endlessly engaging. However, there is significant deprivation 
and material need. It has been a joy to work with my training incumbent Alistair who models contextual and engaged 
urban ministry. Highlights for me have included an enquirers course, which led to a rich discipleship relationship with a 
couple new to church; preaching more regularly; and participating in the Community Reference Group working with 
the Police and Council on the Managed Approach to Sex Work in Holbeck. I am excited to labour alongside so many 
talented people in south Leeds. Rolf is curate at St Luke’s Holbeck 
  

Bob Bailey. I have been serving in the Elmete Trinity Benefice with the Revd Andy Nicholson and my family Jess, Rose, 
Reuben and Jacob. A highlight has been the Leeds Festival Angels, providing support for the 80,000+ revellers at the 
Leeds Festival in August. The variety of worship has suited my eclectic spirituality. Most memorable were Easter medi-
tations on art, music and poetry followed by dressing as a chicken for a school service! Future plans include a monthly 
club for Dads and a new all-age service in Barwick. I am constantly reminded that we are signs of God’s Kingdom, mir-
rors of His love and travellers together discovering unexpected joy. Bob is curate in the Benefice of Barwick, 
Scholes and Thorner 
  

Abbie Palmer. My son describes my new role as “meeting people for coffee”. I don’t think the value of this in 
ministry can be overrated. I have thoroughly enjoyed spending this year getting to know my new parish and 
parishioners, often over a cuppa or a pint of something. The deep conversations that have come as I share a 
good Yorkshire brew with friends and strangers in this role is astounding. It has been so fulfilling to be able to 
say that I am where I am called by God to be. I have been honoured to share with people in times of joy and 
sorrow, baptising and burying, preparing for confirmation and praying with those who have lost their way. The 
people of Pannal and Beckwithshaw have supported me as I have grown in service and I am so grateful for 
their words of encouragement and their patience. 
 

Alex Wheatley. My first year of curacy has gone very quickly, but through my experiences and the careful guidance 
of my incumbent I have learnt a great deal. It’s been a year filled with school collective worship, baptisms, preaching, 
study groups and funerals - all of which have been a privilege to lead and participate in. Particularly exciting has been 
the establishment of our new youth group: ‘Max Potato’ (they chose the name not me!) This is growing and develop-
ing and is a highlight of my work here. Another highpoint has been the ‘Do You Know Him’ project, a teaching and 
outreach initiative shared by all the churches in Skipton. Indeed, it’s been a wonderful time to join the churches in 
the Skipton district as God moves in our town. I am, of course, immensely grateful to my own churches of St Mary’s, 
Carleton in Craven and Christ Church, Skipton for their welcome and encouragement of me over the last year. 

Priestly Ordinations: all those ordained in the Leeds archdeaconry                            

this year, and those known to us 


