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Jenny’s Jottings

It’s that time of the year again, when we find ourselves in frenetic activity!

100 tweets in almost 30 years.
For almost 30 years Jenny Wren,
a.k.a. Mary Duffty, has entertained us with her observations
and information about the bird
population in and around Headingley and further afield.
In her collection of scrapbooks she has personally recorded over 100 different birds
and /or reported sightings by members of the
church congregation or family and friends.
Mary and her late husband George visited
many R.S.P.B. sanctuaries and other nature
reserves both at home and abroad.
This booklet is arranged as a calendar but
many of the birds have also been sighted at
other times of the year.
Copies available at the back of both churches. Price £4

A Bit of Christmas Fun
This was written by a schoolchild:
“So the three wise men brought many presents, gold, fat
insects and beer.”
Some carols sung by children:
Hark the hairy angels sing,
Glory to the newborn thing….
Peace on earth and mercy mild
God and sinners wreck a child…
With the jelly toast proclaim
“Christ is born in Bethlehem”.
O come let us ignore him, Christ the Lord.
A pewsheet blooper:
For our Christingle service the pastor will light his candle
from the altar candles. The ushers will light their candles
from the pastor’s candle. The ushers will turn and light each
worshipper in the first pew.
A funny story:
The nursery class were putting on the
nativity play and the doll used at rehearsal could not be found so a substitute was used. At the crucial moment in the performance the little girl
playing Mary shouted “STOP!
This is the wrong baby!”

Christmas services in the Team Ministry

What always comes to mind are some lines from the
hymn, There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy. The last
verse says (in our hymn books):

Christmas Eve

If our love were but more simple,

4.00pm Crib service at St Chad’s
4.00pm Christingle service at St Michael’s
11.30pm Midnight Eucharists at St Chad’s
and at St Michael’s
Christmas Day
8.00am Christmas Communion (BCP) at St Chad’s
9.30am Christmas Communion (CW) at St Chad’s
10.00 Christmas Communion (CW) with Nativity
Play at St Michael’s
Please Note:
No 8.00am service Christmas Eve (Sunday)
No Evensong at St Chad’s or at St Michael’s.

This month’s editorial team:
Tom Lusty — Editor

Andy Freeth — Sub Editor

The deadline for articles for the January edition is:

Monday 18th December
Please send copy to:

stchadsmagazine@hotmail.co.uk

We should take Him at His word;
And our lives would be all sunshine
In the sweetness of our Lord.
It’s that word, simple, that always strikes me, and I
would like to reflect upon.
Philosophically, simple
means that something
hangs together, it is
complete. So many
formulas might be
described as simple:
e=mc2. The theological
doctrine of the Trinity could be described as simple,
because it sums up the relationship between God
the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit – the
persons of the Trinity are complete in themselves.

Jesus said: Therefore I tell you, do not worry about
your life, what you will eat or drink; or about your
body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food,
and the body more than clothes? Can any one of you
by worrying add a single hour to your life?
(33) But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness,
and all these things will be given to you as well.
(34) Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has enough
trouble of its own. (Matthew 6:Selected Verses)
That seems to me a good formula for these weeks
leading up to Christmas! Christmas will happen, ready
or not, but we would do well to ready our hearts, so
that when he comes we can genuinely celebrate the
‘sweetness of the Lord.”

Of course none of these things are simple in the way
that we normally use the word. I am no scientist, but
I can guess that the implications of Albert Einstein's
special-relativity equation E = mc2 are still being
worked upon, and only the other week I was involved Wishing you all a joyful Advent and Christmas!
in a large discussion on the meaning of the Trinity in
today’s multicultural world – what a sad life I lead!
Some of you will know of the technique, Mindfulness,
paying more attention to the present moment, to
your own thoughts and feelings, and to the world
around you, rather than regretting the past or longing
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for the future. One spiritual writer in the 18th century
described it as the Sacrament of the Present Moment.

Tony Whatmough

To find out more about Parish events please visit www.stchads.co.uk or www.st-michaels-headingley.org.uk
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Bethlehem of Judaea

Church Diary, December 2017

The phrase ‘Bethlehem of Judaea’ is familiar to us from Matthew 2.
1 and 5, as distinguished from Bethlehem of Zabulon, near Nazareth (Joshua 19. 15). The Bethlehem of the Nativity is, of course,
the ‘city of David’ (Luke 2. 4, 11) located near Jerusalem. It is
Matthew’s gospel that traces Jesus’s lineage through David and ultimately to Abraham, and that makes sense because he was writing
for the Jewish community, for whom the birthplace of David was
the appropriate place for the Messiah to be born. Matthew reinforces a sense of fulfilment by the prophets (seven times in two
chapters). Luke doesn’t, nor does he provide a detailed genealogy.
This approach equally makes sense because Luke was writing for
Gentiles, for whom Jewish
tradition would have had
little significance.
Matthew and Luke are the
only two gospels that provide an account of the Nativity, but these accounts differ.
The Annunciation and Visitation are in Luke, not
Matthew. The Magi or Wise
Men are in Matthew, and the
shepherds are in Luke. The
Massacre of the Holy
Innocents is only in Matthew, as is the Flight into Egypt, both as a
consequence of the meeting between the Wise Men and King
Herod. Thus only Matthew has the star to lead the Magi. Luke’s
shepherds are not guided in this way.
While it is true that both accounts set the scene in Bethlehem, in
Matthew there is no reference to an inn or a stable. If you read
Matthew alone, it seems that Mary and Joseph lived in Bethlehem
and only settled in Nazareth after their return from Egypt. It is Luke
who tells of the journey of Mary and Joseph from Nazareth to
Bethlehem and their need for temporary accommodation,
although the reason he gives for the journey is historically
unfounded: the Roman authorities did not require people to travel
to their ancestral town for a census. By the time these two gospel
writers were at work, sixty years after the event, the tradition that
Jesus was born in Bethlehem was well established, Luke, starting
with Mary and Joseph in Nazareth, accordingly had to get them
there and provide a ‘reason’ for it.
How much of these two accounts of the Nativity is actually fact is
of course, highly contentious. Quirinius, as Governor of Syria,
ordered the first census in the region in AD 6, but by then Herod
the Great had been dead for ten years. The sense of prophetic
fulfilment in Matthew can be easily be interpreted as a force
shaping the story ‘after the event’. Modern scholarship points to
ways in which the various elements of the story may have
developed before being written down. The purpose of this kind of
research is then to tease out the meaning that such traditions
aimed to express. This is what is important in reading Matthew and
Luke, as statements, through narrative, of their understanding of
what Jesus was all about.
Joyce Hill

Date

Time

Sunday 3rd 8:00am
9:30am
Advent
Sunday
10:00am

Sunday 10th
Advent
2

12.00noon
4:00pm
6:30pm
8:00am
9.30am
10:00am
12noon
3.00pm
6:30pm

Services
Holy Communion at St Chad’s
Parish Communion at St Chad’s
with vestry meeting for election
of new Churchwarden
Parish Eucharist at St Michael’s
Holy Communion at St Michael’s
Noon Service
Lights of Love service at Wheatfields
Advent Carol service at both churches
Holy Communion at St Chad’s
Toy Service at St Chad’s
All Age Eucharist, at St Michael’s
Holy Communion at St Michael’s
Lights of Love service at St Chad’s
Evensong at both churches

Sunday 17th 8:00am
9:30am
Advent
10:00am
3
12noon
6:30pm

Holy Communion at St Chad’s
Parish Communion at St Chad’s
Parish Communion at St Michael’s
Holy Communion at St Michael’s
9 Lessons and Carols, both churches

Sunday 24th

N.B. No 8am Communion today
Parish Communion at St Chad’s
Parish Communion at St Michael’s
Holy Communion at St Michael’s
Crib service at St Chad’s
Christingle service at St Michael’s
Midnight Mass at both Churches

9:30am
10:00am
12noon
Christmas 4.00pm
Eve
4.00pm
11:30pm
Sunday 25th 8:00am
December 9:30am
10:00am
Christmas
12noon
Day
Advent
4

Sunday 31st 8:00am
December 9:30am
10:00am
Christmas 1
12noon

BCP Communion at St Chad’s
Christmas Communion at St Chad’s
Christmas Communion at St Michael’s
Christmas Communion at St Michael’s
N.B. No evensong today
Holy Communion at St Chad’s
Parish Communion at St Chad’s
Parish Communion at St Michael’s
Holy Communion at St Michael’s
N.B. No evensong today

Leeds & District Association of the National Trust
Tuesday Talks in St Chad’s Parish Centre
Talks begin at 10.30am with coffee served from 10am.
5 December “Women at War – Barnbow” with Jackie Lawrence
Jackie is Events Organiser for E. Leeds History and Archaeology
Society. The talk is about local munition workers who did their
dangerous but essential work to supply the WW1 troops.
Talks are open to all - one does not need to be a member
of the Leeds Association of the National Trust
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£3.00 per head. Refreshments available at 50p.

Following on from former St Chad's Green
Team leader, Suzanne Dalton, winning the
Church Times Green Champion award here
is Suzanne describing the experience of
attending Lambeth Palace and receiving the
award in the own words…After an initial
welcome by Paul Handley, Editor of The
Church Times who said there had been 117
entries in the five categories, the Bishop of
Salisbury, Nick Holtam, who is the C of E’s
lead bishop on the environment, chaired the
proceedings.
For each category, the achievements of
those on the short list were read out with
appropriate photographs popping up on the screen. The short Suzanne Dalton and Mike Willison with The Bishop of Sailsbury
and other award winners Courtesy of KT Bruce / Church Times
list did not only come from the UK, but also from Spain and
Malta. The Biodiversity Award went to St James, Finchampstead for converting scrubland into a churchyard extenAngela Birkin visits local school
sion and Garden of Remembrance with bat boxes, bee hotels,
wild flowers and (most importantly!) community involvement.
It was a great pleasure to visit year 1 at Shire Oak
The tiny church of St Wenn (Bodmin) won the Green Building
School on November 10. We have adopted each other
Award for working with the next door school to install and share
for the time I will be assistant curate within the
a biomass heating system. Most of the work was carried out by
Headingley team based at St Michael’s, and this was
volunteers. Shildon Alive! Guerrilla Gardening Team from Counmy first visit to meet with the children and their class
ty Durham won the Green Congregation Award for working to
teacher Susie Hopkins.
counteract the decline in community engagement and vandalThey asked me some searching questions about where
ism. They garden at over seventy sites, have two community
I worked and what I did, and I showed them the stoles I
wear at services explaining why they are in
gardens, are part of a food waste scheme and gave out 300 bags
different colours.
of fresh fruit in 2016. The Green Futures Award went to Holy
The children were shortly to start work on their nativiTrinity Tulse Hill, for a new church hall built with straw bales and
ty play, and I look forward to seeing them perform this
other recycled materials. The whole community is involved and
in December, and to the visit of the whole school to St
it will be the first straw bale church building in Europe and the
Michael’s for their Christmas service.
largest straw bale building in London!
When it came to the Green Champion Award, it is amazing what
people do – demonstrating with placards, running courses and
publicising environmental events, living with an almost zero carbon footprint – what was I doing with such dedicated people?
Then the announcement of the winner – well, the judges couldn’t decide, so we were all declared winners and presented with
magnificent framed certificates and £200 each, which I hope St
Chad’s can use for a specific “green” project.
Bishop Nick then gave an excellent address, emphasising the importance of care for the environment, which is one of the Five
Marks of Mission. It was most encouraging that so many people
within the wider church community are working for what was
described as “inter-generational justice”.
After an official photographic session, a delicious vegetarian
lunch and an opportunity to chat with others, we were able to
explore the lovely palace gardens before heading home. It was
a great day - thank you St Chad’s for my nomination and all the
support you gave me while running the Green Team. Keep it up!
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Suzanne Dalton

Angela Birkin with Pupils of Shire Oak

St Chad’s 150th Celebrations

St Chad’s Mothers’ Union News
Knit & Natter – Parish Centre:
Tuesday 5th December at 7.30pm
Mid-day prayer - Leeds Minster
Tuesday 12th December

Baptisms:
19 November-William Josef Schmidt,
son of Andrew and Rachel of Montgomery Avenue

Reflecting on Christmas– Parish Centre
“Our own readings and carols with seasonal refreshments”

Thursday 14th December at 2.00pm
Advance notice for Wave of Prayer in church lady chapel
Monday 8th January at 2.00pm

IMPORTANT NOTICE– There will be no
“Knit and Natter” in January
All are welcome to join us for this followed by coffee in
church further details about any of these:

Contact Elizabeth
P—278 7990
E— elizabetheden9@gmail.com

Funerals:
13 November—Doreen Heaton (St Chad’s, at Lawnswood)
16 November—Freda Kendall (St Chad’s, at Lawnswood)

Invites you totheir annual
Christmas Concert
TUESDAY 12TH DECEMBER 2017 7.30pm
St Margaret’s Church, Horsforth LS18 5LA
featuring
YORKSHIRE EVENING POST BRASS
Tickets available on the door or from Yorkshire
College of Music and Drama: 0113 243 1605.
For more information please email: info@horsforthchoralsociety.co.uk
Adults: £8.00, Students: £5
(Free for Children under 18)
Wedding blessing:
4 November—Ian and Helen Laidlaw
(St Chad’s, married in Pwlhelli on 24 October)

St Chad’s Church was declared open for worship by the then
Bishop of Ripon on 11 January 1868. We hope to mark the
occasion next year on the nearest Sunday, Sunday 14 January at 10.30am, with “a rededication of hearts and minds”:
a civic occasion with the Lord Mayor and our local MP attending. Also past clergy and readers who have served faithfully at
St Chad’s over the years, as well as city-wide interfaith and
ecumenical guests. It is a parade service with a bring and
share lunch afterwards. We intend to celebrate all day with a festive evensong and torchlit procession
around the Church for good measure. Please note that this special service will be at the slightly earlier
time of 5.30pm that day.
In addition to marking the anniversary itself, Thursday 11 January, with a special sponsored peal of
bells (please see article by Alan Futers below) it was thought by my Churchwarden, Simon Futers, a
good idea to have a 150 mile sponsored cycle ride from Lichfield (where Chad was the first Bishop of
Lichfield) to Far Headingley at the end of June. The intrepid team will set off from Lichfield first thing on
Friday 22 June and, all being well, cycle up the
Church Drive to rapturous applause on the early
afternoon of Saturday 23 June. By sheer good
fortune this venture coincides with the St Chad’s
Broomfield CC’s Beer Festival that weekend. We
are hoping to recruit potential cyclists over the
coming months from within the parish who
would be up for the challenge - and who would
also be prepared to come along to a few training
sessions. Please contact Simon on 07510 345978
“Ringer’s (Marathon) Peal”

17 November—Dorothy Lilian Carter
(St Chad’s, followed by burial in Churchyard)

As part of the 150th celebrations, on the 11th January next year, 8 ringers from across Leeds will be
attempting to ring a peal at St. Chads. A Peal is a length
of ringing of just over 5000 different changes, which on
bells the weight that St. Chads have, should take just
over 3 hours to complete, so a bit like the ringer’s version of a marathon. Start time will be just after 17.00,
sponsorship forms to aid church funds will be at the
back of church.”
We don't know exactly what method (sequences) we
are ringing yet, but likely to be something we’re musical
sequences/variations come in groups. Some examples
that might appear include 13572468, 14327658,
15263748 + any change where 1526 or 3748 come together in that sequence or any change where 5678 “ “ “ “ appear and likewise changes where 12345678
(called rounds, which is the start/end sequence) are hinted at but there is a switched pair (e.g.
12435678) so isn't rounds are all considered musical.
Suggested sponsorship—£1 per 1000 changes completed, so £5 for the 5000+ at completion.

Alan Futers
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A poem for someone with Downs Syndrome
They said on his first day on earth,
Better far if he'd died at birth.
How could they know.
How could they tell the joy he'd bring,
He taught our hearts the way to sing,
We loved him so.
We learned together through the years
To show the joy, but hide the tears,
They must not see.
They'd never learn the hurt they caused
Through thoughtless stares that on him paused
So carelessly.
And as he grew, we never grieved
To see how little he achieved,
No praise he'd lose.
His progress made in life's tough school
We measured with a shorter rule
Than scholars use.
I can't believe he owed his day
To some genetic disarray
Wrongly conceived.
He came into this world, and there
He lived to teach us how to care.
This he achieved.

Bird of the month: Winter Thrushes
Redwings Fieldfare
We used to have fieldfares and redwings around the garden, I’m sure they still visit Golden Acre Park. Some
redwings come from Scandinavia but a few breed in
Scotland. They are
smaller than a song
thrush and have a
tawny red underwing,
spotted breast and a
white eyebrows.
The fieldfare is 1cm
smaller than a mistle
thrush, a few have
been bred in Orkney, Scotland. It has a grey head, reddy
brown back and a black tail, like all thrushes they feed
off the ground. They both eat worms but will eat apples,
pears and berries so you can put out some soft fruit if
you do get some in your Garden.
Jenny Wren
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Toilet Twinning
Flushing away poverty, One toilet at a time.
We have twinned four toilets
with toilets in Guatemala, the
Congo, Malawi and Nepal. By
donating £60 to twin our toilets,
we have helped those in desperate poverty to have
access to a proper latrine, clean
water and the information they
need to be healthy.

Special thanks to our local supporters
LV Windows
BRAMHOPE
A Friendly Family Company with
over 40 years’ experience

Windows - Doors
Conservatories
All products fabricated
from Rehau profiles
Fascias - Soffits
Steamed up Unit Replacement
lvwindows@gmail.com

Call Len Hawkins on:
01423 562 469 / 07836 513
730

or Chris Hawkins on:
07765 143 334

Photographs are on the coffee
tables at the back of church.
Thank you for supporting this project.
www.toilettwinning.org

St Michael’s Choir
Advent Sunday 3rd December
4.00pm Wheatfields - Lights of Love. Service
starts at 4pm Meet at 3.45pm
6.30pm Advent Carol Service

STEVEN CROMACK
JOINER
Tel: 295 0696
Fitted kitchens & Bedrooms

Saturday 10th December
10.30am Carol Singing at Headingley Farmers
Market & on the Arndale Centre with Churches
Together in Headingley. Meet at the ARC.

Kitchen Facelifts
Doors internal and external
All household joinery
No job too small

Thursday 14th December
TBC - Carol Singing at the Skyrack Pub 7pm (and
maybe also at Sainsbury’s at 6pm, also tbc)
Martin Cooke
Plasterer
07756 906 916
Call for a quote

Wednesday 20th December
TBC - Carol singing around the wards of St.
James’s Hospital.
Thursday 21st December
7pm - Carols at Victoria Court, Kirkstall Lane
Saturday 24th December - Christmas Eve
8.30pm Carol singing up Shire Oak Road collecting
for Wheatfields, also singing at Headingley Hall.
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Special thanks to our local supporters

‘150’ theme and stewardship
The St Chad’s anniversary has coincided with a steep rise in parish share (rising
by a quarter from slightly over £100,000 in 2016 to over £125,000 in 2018). One
hoped for outcome of our 2018 stewardship appeal is to increase our planned
giving from 110 to 150 regular givers. We trust this is a realistic target to help
share the load and meet the challenge of the drastic parish share increase. We
also hope to encourage people to pledge ‘something new’, to each aim to ‘do
something differently’ as part of a wider pledging of our hearts and minds in
Lent, culminating with a stewardship appeal on Passion Sunday.
Sesquacentennial Exhibition

Michael Kirkby Painter & Decorator
20 The Maltings MIRFIELD WF14 9 PU
01924 401 210 / 07985 394 297
FREE ESTIMATES * NO VAT * WORK GUARANTEED

Later on in the year there will be a special exhibition in Church celebrating our life and witness as a parish Church
serving Far Headingley. The exhibition will utilise display cabinets from the West Yorkshire Archive service who have
safekeeping of all our valuable documents and photographs: a complete set of baptism, marriage and burial registers, past editions of the parish magazine covering the last 150 years and other documentation to mark important
stepping stones in the life of this parish. There will be additional material in November recalling the lives of particular individuals from this parish who served in the First World War as a way of marking the Armistice Centenary.
Then and now
In conjunction with the exhibition with its focus on parish life we are presented with a great opportunity to focus on
our life together NOW as a living parish and on current members of the congregation as part of an old and new /
then and now theme. A “Who’s Who” featuring members of the congregation will be a running feature in the team
ministry newsletter and on the St Chad’s website. Please also look out for merchandise to mark the anniversary
Tom Lusty
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Further highlights from Heston’s busy year:

All Hallows’ parish (Hyde Park) is a real ‘rainbow’ of humanity: Muslims, Hindus, students, Yorkshire
born-and-breds, and more. We therefore do our best to ‘bring out the God-colours’ in the parish
(ref Matthew 5, The Message)
Over the last two years various events have been held in the Parish to bring the community together.
Heston has been extremely active, the below images give you just some of the highlights

Last year we threw a huge Christmas Lunch party for
120 neighbours; our ‘fusion cuisine’ lunch consisted of
both Traditional Roast and Chicken and Rice

‘Bringing out the
world’s God-colours’
means being a
rainbow’ church in
the Inclusive sense

Penitence for
the Church’s
historic
(and sometimes
current)
treatment of the
LGBT
community.

Bringing out
the world’s
God-colours
sometimes
means literally
applying colour
(and joy!)

We have 3
mosques in our
parish, so much
of our time and
energy is spent
breaking down
cross-cultural
barriers and antiMuslim prejudice.

Lord Mayors celebrating the
unity we’re bringing

Praise God, 2017 has been a wonderful year. We're so grateful for our many amazing neighbours, whose
generosity and collaborative spirit make our diverse ministry possible. That includes YOU!
Building friendships and links with St Chad's and St Michael's has been a wonderful joy and privilege this
year, and we're praying for that to continue into the years ahead.'

God is love; and every colourful cool neighbour we encounter
enlarges our vision of Love, of God, of Humanity. We love Hyde Park!

Heston Groenewald
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Campaigning with Muslim
neighbours on issues that are
important to them
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