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Church Diary, February 2018

In Headingley

Date

Time

Sunday 4th

8:00am
9:30am
10:00am

February

Lent Lunches 2018
Headingley Methodist Church Hall
(Chapel St entrance)
Theme:

Community Matters
Lunches commence on Friday 23 February and continue
every Friday until 23 March.
Each week there will be local speaker who will talk
about the ethos of their church.
TIME—12.15pm for 12.30pm to 1.30pm
COST—£3
MENU—Soup, Bread, Cheese, Fruit and Tea.

2 Before
Lent

12noon
6:30pm

Sexagesima

Sunday 11th

Holy Communion at St Chad’s
Parish Eucharist at St Chad’s
All Age Eucharist with Shire Oak
School for Candlemas
Holy Communion at St Michael’s
Evensong at both churches
- ministry of healing at St Michael’s

8:00am
9:30am
10:00am
12noon
6:30pm

Holy Communion at St Chad’s
Parish Praise at St Chad’s
Parish Eucharist at St Michael’s
Holy Communion at St Michael’s
Evensong at both churches

Ash
Wednesday

7:30pm

Sung Eucharist with imposition of
ashes at St Chad’s and St Michael’s

Sunday 18th

8:00am
9:30am
10:00am
12noon
6:30pm

Holy Communion at St Chad’s
Parish Eucharist at St Chad’s
Parish Eucharist at St Michael’s
Holy Communion at St Michael’s
Evensong at both churches

8:00am
9:30am
10:00am
12noon
6:30pm

Holy Communion at St Chad’s
Parish Eucharist at St Chad’s
Parish Eucharist at St Michael’s
Holy Communion at St Michael’s
Evensong at both churches

8:00am
9:30am

Holy Communion at St Chad’s
St Chad’s Patronal Festival
No morning service at St Michael’s
Holy Communion at St Michael’s
Evensong at both churches
- ministry of healing at St Michael’s

Sunday next
before Lent
Church Action
on Poverty

Lent 1

KITCHEN DUTIES—St. Michael's 9 MARCH. St. Chad's 16
MARCH
If you are if you are willing to help please contact:
Felicity King 2754201 for St Michael's
Dorothy Gazey 2578868 for St Chad's

Services

Sunday 25th
Lent 2

We look forward to welcoming you!
Sunday 4th
March
Lent 3
St Chad’s
Patronal

12noon
6:30pm

Headingley Team Ministry News
Representing St Michael’s & St Chad’s
www.stchads.co.uk

www.st-michaels-headingley.org.uk

Thank you to everyone who made the week of the 150th celebrations culminating on Sunday 14 January go so well. Thank you to
the specially convened bell ringing team who rang a full peal on the date of the exact anniversary. If you think that ringing a new
method the world has never heard before (“Far Headingley Surprise Major”) and effecting over 5000 changes was an impressive
achievement it is not too late to sponsor them retrospectively.
Thank you to the wonderful flower arranging team who made the church
look so cherished on the day. Thank you who those helped facilitate - and
clear up after - our bring and share lunch for nearly 200 people. There were
over 300 adults and 65 children at our parish communion, and I reckon
there were around 300 different people in Church that day. The fact no one
caught fire on the torchlit procession was a relief so thanks to those who
enabled the procession outside to go smoothly, particularly two PCSOs
who were invaluable in guiding the way with torches.
Thank you to Richard and the choir for their extensive musical contributions. Thank you to the Lord Mayor, Jane Dowson, for
coming along and for her entertaining impromptu speech, and to our local MP Alex Sobel for taking the time to attend. To have a
drone to capture the history of the occasion after the morning service was the icing on the cake. If you have yet to see the video
simply type in “planet earth drones St Chads” on Google and it will take you to the You Tube clip. Thank you to Bishop Nick for
leading the service and for his inspiring words. Highlights from his sermon and details about the drone can be found on page 4.

A Slow Lent
I am currently reading a book called, Year of Wonder: Classical
Music for Every Day by Clemency Burton-Hill, although to say
‘reading’ is probably not quite right! In her book, she suggests a
piece of music to listen to for every day of the year, and adds a
short commentary about it.
Classical music might not be your thing, but I think there is an important principle about this. As she says, so often we listen to
music on the go, whilst we are doing something else, but she
encourages us to sit down and really listen for five minutes or so,
to really give ourselves to what we are listening to.
This is part of a trend at the moment,
slow things. So on the television there
are slow bus journey’s where we travel
through the Lakes for instance, with no
commentary, but simply taking in the
view. There are similar things on the radio, where we are encouraged just to
listen without the incessant commentary
and chat all the time, and Vasilii Rozanov
wrote, ‘All religions will pass, but this will
remain: simply sitting in a chair and l
looking into the distance.’ All this says
something important that we have lost.

Tom Lusty — Editor-in-Chief
Andy Freeth — Sub Editor

The deadline for articles for the February edition is:

Monday 22nd February
Please send copy to:

stchadsmagazine@hotmail.co.uk

I remember my maternal grandmother sitting in a chair gazing
Into the fire, and twiddling her thumbs. She would not have
understood it, but she was practising Mindfulness before the
term had been invented, an awareness of our thoughts and feelings as they happen moment to moment, being aware of the
world around us, living in the present rather than in the past or
worrying about the future. And most of us find this difficult to do.
So as Lent approaches, can I suggest that we opt for a Slow
Lent? Lent is typically a time for taking things on, but we might
get more out of it by giving things up.
As Sylvia Boorstein , author of the Mindfulness Retreat, says,
Don't Just Do Something, Sit There.

Tony Whatmough

To find out more about Parish events please visit www.stchads.co.uk or www.st-michaels-headingley.org.uk
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February 2018

Reverend Tom reflects on St Chad’s 150th Anniversary

This month’s editorial team:

A special thanks to Glynis Dickson for the spectacular new art
installation of “Saints & Angels” at the entrance to the lady
chapel in St Michael's

50p

To find out more about Parish events please visit www.stchads.co.uk or www.st-michaels-headingley.org.uk
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Into the Wilderness
Lent is a period of reflection and self-denial. It serves both
as a commemoration of the forty days that Jesus spent in
the wilderness and as a preparation for participation in the
celebration of Easter: a kind of spiritual spring-cleaning.
The early church had a practice of strict self-denial to
prepare for Easter, but at first this only began on Good
Friday. It soon extended to a week, what we now call Holy
Week.
By the fourth century (when the liturgy was increasingly
structured to reflect major events in Christ’s life) the
period of penance was extended to forty days to echo
Christ’s time in the wilderness. At first Lent started on a
Sunday, which gave forty days before the commemoration
of the Crucifixion on Good Friday (Good Friday and Holy
Saturday remained days of extreme fasting, as they had
always been). In the latter part of the seventh century,
recognising that Sundays weren’t fasting days, Lent was
extended back into the previous week to compensate. This
means that, with Lent now starting on a Wednesday, there
are forty fasting days. Sundays are not counted, but Good
Friday and Holy Saturday are, so the forty days run right up
to Easter Eve.
John’s gospel makes no reference to Christ’s withdrawal
into the wilderness. In Mark it is only mentioned briefly.
From Matthew and Luke we have the account of three
temptations, although not in the same order. Both start
with the temptation to turn stones into bread. In Luke the
last two temptations are reversed.
Withdrawal into the wilderness, which in Palestine meant
the barren desert, was an ascetic practice known in
Judaism. But following the example of Christ, it became a
major movement in the Christian church, starting in Egypt
and Palestine towards the end of the third century.
Solitaries withdrew to live a life of extreme self-denial in
the desert, where they wrestled with temptations that
often appeared to them in the form of demons. These holy
figures, known in later times as the Desert Fathers, were
the first ‘monks’ (the word comes from the Greek monos,
meaning ‘alone’). Over time some began to live in scattered
colonies, occasionally coming together for worship, and
so monastic communities began. What we are more familiar with in the west, however, is
monasticism as a
withdrawal from the secular world into a dedicated closeknit community — a rather different concept from the
‘wilderness’ life of the early monks of the Middle East. Even
so, a tradition of withdrawal and self-denial to meditate
and to wrestle with temptation
continued to have an
important place.
St Cuthbert often withdrew to Cuddy’s Isle, the small tidal
island off Lindisfarne. For more extreme isolation and selfdenial he went to Farne. Christian history provides us with
many examples of such forms of withdrawal. There are still
monks in the east who spend time alone in the wilderness,
even if they then return to their monastic community.
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Joyce Hill

Birds Climate Change

‘Leeds in Lent’
reflections
Led by Revd Tom Lusty and
Dr Helen Reid, Director of
the Leeds Church Institute

Leeds & District Association
of the National Trust

Tuesday Talks in St Chad’s
Parish Centre

Saturdays in Lent from 5.005.45pm including
an informal Eucharist

Tuesday 13 February

Saturdays 17 and 24 February, and 3, 10 and 17 March

“Steam Locomotive 1054”
• Pete Skellon•

Church open 4-6pm, reflections and Eucharist at 5pm
Open to all

Tuesday 13 March
“Albania: A Secret lane revealed”
• Joyce Hill •

th

St Chad’s Patronal Festival in our 150 year
Sunday 4 March at 9.30am
A team ministry celebration with
St Michael’s, Headingley and All
Hallows Church, Hyde Park, followed by a bring and share lunch.

Talks begin at 10.30am with coffee served
from 10am.£3.00 per head.
Refreshments available at 50p.
Talks are open to all

Guest preacher:
Revd Canon Sam Corley,
Rector of Leeds

St Chad’s Mothers’ Union News
The truth that is in Jesus Christ
in HEADS, HEARTS, and HANDS

Climate change could send
some of our birds to
extinction….new ones may
appear, others may not be
able to adapt themselves.
“Goldfinches” and
”Nuthatches” are moving
North. A rare “Dartford
Warbler” (pictured right)
has recently been seen in Yorkshire. Amongst other
newcomers are the “Great White Egrets” from the
Heron family, “Spoon Bills” and “Black winged
stilts”….and yes as you’ve guessed they do have
very long legs. These are found in the pools and
marshes. WP Spotted two goldfinches on AD’s
feeder and I’ve recently seen one on my fat balls.

Our meeting this month is our annual meeting on Thursday 8
February at 2pm in parish the centre. Come and find out about
what the MU has done and is doing this next year our theme for
this year is ‘’In Mary Sumner’s footsteps ‘’

Next Knit & Natter February 6
Parish centre at 7.30

Three Holy Week reflections
within a Sung Eucharist
led by Reverend Canon Bob Shaw
Monday 26, Tuesday 27, Wednesday 28 March

Jenny Wren

Women’s World Day of Prayer
The interdenominational movement of the Women’s
World Day of Prayer invites everyone to attend one of
over 5,000 services being held on Friday 2 March
‘ALL GOD’S CREATION IS VERY GOOD!‘
We will join an estimated 3 million people around the
world that day in a service which has been written this
year by the women of Suriname in South America.
Starting in Samoa as the sun rises, and ending as the sunsets off the coast of American Samoa, the service will
have been translated into more than 95 languages and
1000 dialects. We are reminded that we have responsibilities in caring for this wonderful world we live in, with
its vast rainforests and wealth of resources. Suriname
asks us to pray for conservation through an awareness of
pollution, misuse and abuse. This is not simply a day for
women, but for everyone who cares out our world and
those who live in it.

in the Lady Chapel at St Chad’s, 6-7pm
Photo from a recent MU “Wave of Prayer”

All welcome
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Headingley area is celebrating WWDP on
Friday 2nd March at 2.00 - St Chads’ Church

Still Alice: A Book Review

Back in October 2017 Alan Griggs led an environmentallythemed Parish Communion supported by the St Chad’s
Green team. We were delighted to welcome to this service a
baptism party and Anita Shaw who was recently appointed
as Environmental Spokesperson for the Leeds Episcopal area. Anita kindly introduced herself and her role to the congregation, and more recently we were delighted to welcome her to the last Green team meeting.
During the service, we reflected on the Environmental Surveys previously run by the Green Team in 2013 and 2015.
The surveys
explored levels of
environmental
awareness, the
types of actions
individuals were
taking to be
environmentally
responsible and
the key challenges
to being greener. Whilst the 2015 survey received approximately a third few responses than the 2013, the results were
encouraging indicating that an increasingly proportion of
people undertook actions and more frequently. There was
also an increase from 69% (2013) to 82% in respondents
who felt that the environmental issues we see on a global
scale were ‘extremely serious’.
We asked the congregation to complete a ‘Carbon quiz’ during the service with questions relating to the carbon impact
of the church’s annual
energy consumption, a
beef Sunday lunch and
of a pilgrimage to Jerusalem. The correct answers were confirmed
at the end of the service, providing food for
thought. We also asked
people to pledge to
adopt various suggested suggestions for action. These included a range of actions from reducing car use, to switching
to low energy light bulbs, going meat free for a week and
switching to a green energy supplier.
35 responses were collected in total, with many people committing to multiple actions and 20% respondents noted that
they were already undertaking these suggested actions and/
or going beyond through for example not having a car, being
vegetarian or vegan. It is our hope that the service prompted people to recognise the positive impact that personal and
household actions can have on reducing environmental impacts and to consider what which future actions they may
be able to consider next.

Claire Booth
On behalf of the St Chads Green Team
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Baptisms
14 January—Juliet Elizabeth Rhodes—St Michaels
Interments at St Chad’s
28 December—Ellis George Frederick Tinsley
27 January—Vivienne Dyke
Funerals at St Chad’s
15th January- Grace Kennedy-St Michaels
19 January—John Barry Atkinson (pictured) -St Chads
24 January—Thelma Dorothy Clarke—Lawnswood

Alice Howland is fifty years old and a cognitive
psychology professor at Harvard. She is a world authority
in linguistics, her husband is an equally successful
academic, and they have three grown up
children.
However, Alice finds that she is becoming increasingly forgetful and in time
becoming seriously disorientated. At
first she and her husband just dismiss it
as ‘one of those things as one gets older,’
but soon it becomes apparent that it is
more serious than this, and after a series
of tests it becomes clear that she is
suffering from Alzheimer's disease.
At first, she and her husband can’t
believe it, because surely, Alzheimer’s
disease is something that only affects old
people, and Alice is only fifty. But they
discover that some 4% of people can get Alzheimer’s in
their 40s, and Alice is one of them. Increasingly, her
students are bewildered and get angry, because they are
paying for their education, and turn up and find that they
are getting the same lecture that they had the week before. Colleagues don’t know quite what to say or do, and
avoid her, but Alice can’t understand why.
At first Alice continues to teach and supervise her
students and develop strategies that will help her cope.
She makes a list of questions that she can ask herself to
test how she is coping, and even puts away in a secret
place instructions on how she can take her own life if

things become intolerable for her.
Her family find it difficult to cope as well. Her husband
for a time simply ignores the problem and pretends that
things will be all right. Alice feels herself
becoming less of the person she was, and
he sees her becoming not the woman he
married.
Alice struggles to find meaning and purpose as her in her life as she feels herself
gradually slipping away. She feels her
time has come, but can’t remember what
she had decided about ending her life, and
can’t remember where she had put her secret instructions, but simply just has to
carry on being Alice, even if she can’t remember who Alice is.
Eventually her family recognise what is
happening to her, and they remember
who she was and recognise that she is still that person,
even though she forgets their names, and forgets their
relationships. Eventually they seem to her to be
strangers. In spite of all this, they try to hold on to the Alice they know for she is still Alice.
There are plenty of good books on the subject of dementia, particularly John Swinton’s book, Dementia, but Still
Alice puts the whole subject in a very accessible, personal and moving way. If you are lucky, you might still find a
copy on the St. Michael’s bookstall!
Tony Whatmough

Celebrating 90 Years of Music
and composers with a Leeds connection

Tuesday 20th March
at 7:30pm
St Margaret’s Church, Horsforth, LS18 5LA
Tickets at the door or from the
Yorkshire College of Music and Drama
0113 2431605
Adults £8:00, Students £5:00,
18 and under free.
www.horsforthchoralsociety.co.uk

Leeds Lent Prayer Diary 2018
This year’s prayer diary captures a vast amount of ecumenical mission that
goes on year on year in our city of Leeds. It is a wonderful celebration of Christians in partnership looking outwards, engaging communities and meeting
needs. The work of the 60 organisations and initiatives should rightly be publicised, and Lent is an ideal time to set aside a little time each day to reflect upon
each in turn over 40 days from Ash Wednesday. This year there is a handy calendar in the middle which gives you the ’47 days at a glance’ overview. It is
worth getting the prayer diary if only for the inspirational words for Good Friday and Easter Sunday written by Hilary Willmer and Ann Nicholl. If you are inspired by a particular initiative why not contact people (contact details helpfully provided throughout) and let them know. There is always the opportunity to support groups financially - or who
knows, even volunteering - if you are inspired by what you find here.
Copies are available at the back of both Churches. The cost to print of each copy is £1.25 which has already been paid
for. So please feel free to make a donation of £1 to our respective Church funds and this will help to cover our costs.
Additional copies of the Leeds Lent Prayer Diary are also available to order on line at the Leeds Christian Community
Trust at www.lcct.org.uk.
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Celebrating 150 Years of St Chads 1868 - 2018

Celebrating 150 Years of St Chads 1868 - 2018

A Special Sermon from Bishop Nick Baines

A Pealing Success

Every generation faces its unique challenges and opportunities. The people of Headingley in 1868 lived in a world of threat – just a different threat from that of 2018. Yet,
despite the changes in times and technologies, human beings remain the same and the
Gospel of Jesus Christ has not changed.

On Thursday 11th January, the day St Chads opened in 1868, 8
bellringers from across Leeds met to ring a peal, a length of
ringing consisting of over 5000 different permutations, to
celebrate the milestone. Seven towers from around Leeds were
represented by the band, which were from St Chads, St Mikes, St
Matthews Chapel Allerton, Christ Church Upper Armley, St Anne’s
RC Cathedral, St. Wilfrids Calverley, and Leeds Minster. Lasting
3hours and 18 minutes, the band successfully brought the peal
back into rounds - no mean feat physically, but more mentally,
given our heaviest bell, the 8th, weighs just short of a tonne.

Revelation 5 is a form of literature called ‘apocalyptic’ – a code/picture language that
conveys a strong message to a persecuted Christian people: “our gospel looks weak and
futile to a world that worships power and the sword, but hold the faith in the God who
conquers even the power of death. Resurrection challenges every empire.
John 1 sees the Roman Empire powerfully in control in Palestine. Its military presence is
a blasphemy for the Jews – the ‘unclean’ contaminating the place of the Holy One. Yet,
even here, while the Romans remain, Jesus asks people to “follow me” – not just when
everything goes well or conveniently, but even while the Romans remain. Following
Jesus means laying down our life in order that the world might see who God is and what
he is about. Christians are called to be faithful in whatever circumstances we find
ourselves and whatever the world around us is inclined to throw at us.

Are we at St Chad’s willing not only to follow Jesus come what may, but also to invite our friends and acquaintances – with
confidence – to come and see who we are, what we believe and how we live it out in a challenging world? Can we be a fallible community of hope for those who have not yet found that they have already been found by God?

The method or combination was something that had never been
rung before, and was unnamed. As the band succeeded, the band
are given naming rights to this combination, which we decided to
name after the Parish, naming the method ‘Far Headingley
Surprise Major’, with Surprise Major just meaning ‘on 8 bells’,
making our own little piece of history. We hope that all in ear
shot enjoyed listening to the ringing that evening, the band certainly enjoyed ringing it for the parish, even on our slightly
challenging and heavy ring.

We had been warned by Peter that the drone couldn’t fly in rain
so not to get our hopes up if the weather conditions were unfavourable. The Sunday started overcast so it made it seem more
real that it might actually happen and mild, with a steady
breeze but no rain forecast. Peter arrived in good time to set up
the drone—complete with wind sock! - on the cricket pitch. We
duly signed the permissions forms and waited for folk to start
arriving.
Having the drone recording us at the end provided a great deal
of amusement to those who attended. It was cold outside so
we even did a few Mexican waves to keep warm. We are also
grateful to Peter’s wife Fiona and the PCSOs for coming and ensuring that we were all standing at safe distance.
The first images that were stills from the video footage were incredibly clear. And then the images from Peter kept coming… it
is wonderful that we can make out every brick on the Church
steeple. We were delighted with the images of the Church from
an angle that has never been seen before. Everyone present
will be able to identify themselves and say “I was there on that
day”. The day couldn’t have gone any better and having the
drone to record our celebrations was the icing on the cake.
Revd Tom and Andy

To draw a conclusion to a
fantastic day of joy and
celebration we held a
remarkable torchlit precession
in the grounds of St Chad’s. Each
torch represented a decade of the
Church’s life. Those carrying the
torches represented fifteen
different parts of the Church’s life.
There were representatives from
St Chad’s School, the Mothers’ Union, the Memory Café, the PAFRAS and
WYDAN volunteers, the parish prayer group, Readers past and present, the
Green Team, the Choir, the Uniformed Organisations, Churchwardens and clergy
past and present, and the Bell Ringers. Christine Khullar from the parish office
represented all the Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals, and Tracey Teasdale from
the parish centre, and Andrew Smith the secretary for the Leeds Festival Chorus
represented all the regular hirers of the Church and centre.

As well as lighting up the skies we also
got great coverage of our event in the
Yorkshire Evening Post!

Commemorative Edition:
Over the coming weeks we shall be putting together a commemorative edition booklet to celebrate this special time
at St Chads, please make sure you keep an eye out and buy a copy as a wonderful keepsake.

Thanks for joining us during this special time
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Back Row: Alan G Futers, James W Holdsworth, Paul Brook, Jeffrey P Ladd
Front Row: Barrie Dove, Chris Bostock, Penelope J Thorley, Maurice Calvert

Lighting up the night!

St Chad’s on a high!!

Given that we made contact with Peter at short notice we had
resigned ourselves to thinking that the drone idea probably
wasn’t going ahead. As the week progressed, however, the
possibility of the drone coming looked more likely. Peter had
got in touch with Air Traffic Control at Leeds Bradford Airport
and received confirmation from them that we could go ahead.

‘Far Headingley Surprise Major’
Composed by James W Holdsworth

“A little piece of history”

Jesus’s invitation to his new friends is to respond to their curiosity about him with the
words, “Come and see!” Nothing has changed.

Andy Freeth and Tom put out some bids for help capturing the
spirit of the anniversary by a drone taking footage of the occasion. We went with Peter Convy and Planet Earth Drones as it
was clear that Peter knew what he was talking about. He had
taken the time to see look up the Church on the map and had
noted that we were directly under a flight path.

So far, sponsorship for this successful attempt totals £420 for
church funds. Thank you for all the support shown for this
attempt as its been great to hear the positive views from those
who heard it.

Thanks for joining us during this special time
Page 5

