Churches Together in Headingley

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity
18 - 25 January 2018
“That all may be free”

Headingley Team Ministry News
Representing St Michael’s & St Chad’s
www.stchads.co.uk

This year the material has been
produced by the
churches of the Caribbean
Please support
the following events:

Saturday 20 January 10am - 12 noon
Coffee morning in aid of Wheatfields Hospice

In Headingley Methodist Church Hall
Coffee, tea, cakes and Traidcraft stall

Sunday 21 January at 3pm
United Service at St Chad’s, Far Headingley

It’s a while since I’ve seen this tiny
bird “spiralling” up a tree trunk
and this one was climbing up a
tree next door. They are brown
above and white below. It’s song is
a penetrating tsp-tsee-tsee. They
don’t visit bird tables.
Jenny Wren
For almost 30 years Jenny Wren, a.k.a. Mary Duffty, has
entertained us with her observations about the bird population in and around Headingley and further afield. In her
collection of scrapbooks she has personally recorded over
100 different birds and /or reported sightings by members
of the church congregation or family and friends. Mary
and her late husband George visited many R.S.P.B. sanctuaries and other nature reserves both at home and abroad.
Jenny’s Jottings, subtitled “100 tweets in 30 years” is out
now – makes for a great Christmas present. This booklet is
arranged as a calendar but many of the birds have also
been sighted at other times of the year.

£4 a copy, available at the back of both Churches

Tuesday 23 January, from 10.15am
St Urban’s Church, Grove Lane
Wednesday 24 January, from 7pm
Headingley Methodist Church Hall
There will be time for discussion, reflection,
fellowship and food! Please give us your support.
For further information please contact
Dorothy Gazey on 257 8868

The deadline for articles for the February edition is:

Monday 22nd January
Please send copy to:

stchadsmagazine@hotmail.co.uk
This month’s editorial team:
Tom Lusty — Editor Andy Freeth — Sub Editor

There is a poem by Auden, The More Loving
One, that can be read as a straightforward
reflection on unrequited love.

He probably does mean that, because Auden
was himself the more loving one in his long relationship with Chester Kallman. Perhaps that is
what he accepted and indeed wanted.
There is another way in which we can read if
equal affection cannot be, / let the more loving
one be me. Some will not love us, but that does
not mean that we should fail to love them.

Looking up at the stars, I know quite well
That, for all they care, I can go to hell,
But on earth indifference is the least
we have to dread from man or beast.

To say let the more loving one be me is to express the hope that we shall rise above the indifference of others, perhaps even their animosity, and love them more than they love us.

How should we like it were stars to burn
With a passion for us we could not return?
If equal affection cannot be,
Let the more loving one be me.

The message of Christmas is of God with us.
Not detached from us, remote and indifferent
like the stars, but loving us with a fierce and
tender love, a love “immense and free”.

The stars have no interest in us –
there are some things for which
our human concerns are a matter
of complete indifference; our life
is as nothing to them. But what if
we are faced with the opposite of
indifference – a strong passion
we cannot reciprocate?
It is better, Auden suggests, to be
the giver of love rather than its
object. What he suggests flies in
the face of our common experience of the pain of unrequited
love. Unless Auden is suggesting that it is
uncomfortable to be the subject of love that
one does not want.

To find out more about Parish events please visit www.stchads.co.uk or www.st-michaels-headingley.org.uk
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In a break with tradition I am not preaching on
the Star Wars film this Christmas. I was stuck by
these words in What W. H. Auden can do for
you by Alexander McCall Smith, the author of
the No.1 Ladies Detective Agency series:

Ecumencial Get Togethers will be held on:
Monday 22 January from 1.45pm
St Michael’s Church Hall, St Michael’s Lane

January 2018

Let me be the more loving one

followed by light refreshments

Bird of the month: Tree creeper (12.5cm)

60p

In each situation where we are
tempted not to love, or to place our
love only where it will be reciprocated, let us think again - let us be the
first to love.
In each and every situation where we
are tempted not to love … let us be
inspired by the ethic of the one who
said don’t just love the people who
love you back, the ones who will reward you: love your enemies, do
good to those who hate you.
If equal affection cannot be,
Let the more loving one … be me.

To find out more about Parish events please visit www.stchads.co.uk or www.st-michaels-headingley.org.uk
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Holy Innocents Day

Church Diary, January 2018

We celebrate the Feast of the Holy Innocents on 28 December. You may well wonder why it’s the subject of this
year’s article for January. The answer is that it is integral
to the narrative of the Visit of the Magi, which we commemorate on 6 January. I have always thought it odd
that we commemorate the massacre of the Holy Innocents before we focus on the Visit of the Magi.
It’s only Matthew who tells us about the Magi. According
to his narrative, it is only after the wise men have visited
the Christ-child and gone home by another route that
Herod orders the killing of all the male babies in the region of Bethlehem. So you see why I wonder about Holy
Innocents’ Day being on 28 December.
When the feast-day was first recorded in the Western
Church it was - more logically I think - connected with the
Feast of the Epiphany. Liturgical calendars show that it
was already firmly established as 28 December by the
early eighth century. The Holy Innocents were generally
regarded as the first martyrs for the faith.
Whether the story is historical is, of course, a matter for
debate. Herod was certainly ruthless enough to resort to
murder to protect his precarious position as a non-Jewish
puppet king under the Romans. Josephus, writing towards the end of the first century, tells us that Herod
murdered three of his own sons, his mother-in-law and
his second wife.
The need for the Holy Family to flee to Egypt for a while
to escape Herod, and the grief which followed the massacre are presented by Matthew as fulfilments of Old
Testament prophecies. They can be seen as a construct,
after the event, to give expression to what people had
subsequently come to understand about the nature of
Jesus and his significance for the Jews (for whom, primarily, Matthew’s gospel was written). In this scenario,
Herod was a good peg on which to hang the story, given
his well-known ruthlessness.

Date

Time

Sunday 7th

8:00am
9:30am
10:00am
12noon
6:30pm

Holy Communion at St Chad’s
Parish Praise at St Chad’s
Parish Eucharist at St Michael’s
Holy Communion at St Michael’s
Epiphany Carols at St Michael’s
Evensong at St Chad’s

8:00am
10:00am
10.30am

Holy Communion at St Chad’s
Parish Eucharist at St Michael’s
150th Anniversary service at
St Chad’s with ministry of healing
Holy Communion at St Michael’s
followed by a Baptism
Festal evensong with torchlit
procession at St Chad’s
Evensong at St Michael’s
Holy Communion at St Chad’s
Parish Eucharist at St Chad’s
Parish Eucharist at St Michael’s
Holy Communion at St Michael’s
Unity service at St Chad’s
N.B. No evensong today

Epiphany

Sunday 14th
Epiphany 2

12noon
5:30pm
6:30pm
Sunday 21st
Epiphany 3
Week of Prayer
for Christian
Unity

Sunday 28th
Epiphany 4
Candlemas
may be
celebrated
today

Sunday 4th
February
2 Before
Lent
Candlemas

It is the suffering of the
mothers of the children
which has always fired the
imagination of artists. It was
also the subject of some of
the more vivid medieval mystery plays. According to these
traditions, large numbers of
children were killed. Even if
we believe that the event occurred as described, the number is more likely to have
been somewhere between six and twenty - horrific
though that is.

Joyce Hill
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8:00am
9:30am
10:00am
12noon
3:00pm
8:00am
9:30am
10:00am
12noon
3:30pm
6:30pm
6:30pm
8:00am
9:30am
10:00am
12noon
6:30pm

Services

Holy Communion at St Chad’s
Parish Eucharist with Candlemas
procession at St Chad’s
Parish Eucharist and Covenant service at St Michael’s
Holy Communion at St Michael’s
Christingle service at St Chad’s
Epiphany Carol service at St Chad’s
Evensong at St Michael’s
Holy Communion at St Chad’s
Parish Eucharist at St Chad’s
Parish Eucharist with Candlemas
procession at St Michael’s
Holy Communion at St Michael’s
Evensong at both churches - with
ministry of healing at St Michael’s

Leeds & District Association of the National Trust

Tuesday Talks in St Chad’s Parish Centre
Tuesday 12 January
“Yorkshire Textile Mills (and what happened to them)
1780—1790” • Dr George Ingle •
Talks begin at 10.30am with coffee served from 10am.
£3.00 per head. Refreshments available at 50p.
Talks are open to all

Gaudete!
Today is Gaudete! Sunday. As we light the third Advent
candle we are called to be mindful of the joys the light
symbolizes: joy for the coming of our Saviour’s birth, joy
of spending time with family and friends, the joys of last
year and of new beginnings that come with a New Year.
This season is about joy and
light. One of the reasons we have
to be joyful is in our reading from
Isaiah: we are forever blessed,
year after year, by the Lord. We
are blessed “because the Lord
has anointed us to proclaim good
news ... freedom … and release” (61:1). We are joyful in
our God who liberates us, who
heals our brokenness, who
brings us good news.

As Paul says in 1 Thessalonians, to fulfill Christ’s commandments we are to do the work of God by “rejecting
every evil” (5:21). As we do so, “God Himself, the God of
peace, [will] sanctify you through and through” (5:23).
So here we are at the end of another year. I feel more realistic than pessimistic when I say
that 2018 will not be any easier. We
will see more political corruption.
More celebrities will fall from grace.
More social issues will challenge
and shake our personal convictions.
There will be shame, and sadness,
and grief, and yes, there will be moments of genuine joy. I say this because while we cannot change the
world we live in, we can change the
way we engage with it.

The Lord has called us by name and put us to work to
bring joy to a world that, at times, seems joyless. We are
called to “comfort all who mourn”, to “restore the places
long devastated.” Only God can restore and heal this broken world. But we have a role in bringing this world into
that most joyful of days ahead.

John the Baptist is a model for us to follow as much as he
is a reminder that Christ, the Light and Saviour of the
World, will be with us very soon. Christmas is a week
away - Christ’s return may come just as soon. What we
Christians must do today, tomorrow, next week, and every day of 2018 and beyond, is live for justice; condemn
For many 2016 was one of the worst years in recent histo- evil and corruption, protect the weak and marginalized,
and show unconditional compassion and empathy for the
ry. Let’s be honest; 2017 was far from perfect. With an
epidemic of political and social egotism, these days feel a poor, the sick, and the vulnerable. And love our enemies.
lot colder and darker than they might actually be. I don’t The Christian mission is to carry the light and joy of Christ
into the world be it on the shortest day of the year, the
know about you, but I feel fatigued from being on high
alert all the time. Every day feels like we are on the verge longest day of the year, and every day in between.
of another crisis. Complacency and fatigue are demonic
Rory Sellgren, from a sermon preached on Gaudete
forces that can rob us of our joy.
Sunday (17 December) at St Michael’s
So we must return to the Prophet Isaiah’s words as the
well-spring of our joy: “For I, says the Lord, love justice; I
hate robbery and wrongdoing. In my faithfulness I will reward my people” (61:8). In other words, when the selfish
powers of this world reveal themselves to be the unjust
thieves and robbers that they are, know that you - the
faithful people of God - have been “clothed in the garments of salvation” (61:10).
1 Thessalonians gives even sharper instructions of how to
find the strength to keep going: “Rejoice always ... give
thanks in all circumstances” (5:16 – 18). All circumstances
meaning the good and the bad. That may seem an impossible task in such a polarizing environment, but remember
that we, like John the Baptist and all the prophets and
saints who have lived through dark moments, are called
to give testimony to the light (John 1:7). We ourselves are
not the Light, but we are agents of the Light of the World.
Christ gives us our clearest and sharpest marching orders:
“Love God, and love your neighbor” (Mt 22:37,39).
Remember the way we love and respect our neighbours even our enemies - is a direct reflection of how we show
our love and obedience to God.
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St Chad’s Mothers’ Union News
Hope you have all had a good Christmas. As I write these
notes (mid December) the rest of the country seems to
have snow, but we seemed to have missed it in Leeds!
Our next meeting will be on MONDAY 8 JANUARY at 2pm
We will be playing our part in the worldwide “Wave of
Prayer” followed by refreshments
Just a reminder that the annual subs are now due
(£22) and that the new programme is available.

IMPORTANT NOTICE– There will be NO
“Knit and Natter” in January
For further details contact Elizabeth on 278 7990

or elizabetheden9@gmail.com

New players, volunteers
& sponsors
We are the only amateur cricket club in
Headingley, Leeds with over 130 years of
history and 15 senior and junior teams,
playing both at the weekend and midweek.
Join us now for 2018!

Not only do we have consistent on field
success (21 trophies in the last 10 seasons)
but we also have a social scene that is second to none. What more would you want
from a cricket club? What about a visit to
our nets by England and Yorkshire players
Gary Ballance and Jonny Bairstow (see the videos section) or us hosting the first outdoor game of the year in
January! Yes, really!

We are looking for new players of all standards and ages
As well as new players, we are also looking for volunteers
for the following teams:
and sponsors.
 3 Saturday and 1 Sunday league teams (champions in
If you are interested, please contact Paul
2010 and 2015)
on 07795 154 444 or at paul@stchadscc.com
 A midweek evening league team (champions in 2014
and 2015)
New Churchwarden at St Chad’s
 2 midweek evening Last Man Stands social league
teams
I am delighted to announce that at a Vestry Meeting
 Junior teams at various age groups starting from 5
years old
in Church on Advent Sunday Helen Cruickshank was
 A ladies team playing both hard ball and soft ball
unanimously elected as Churchwarden at St Chad’s.
cricket
We wish Helen well in her role and we thank John in
advance for his help in a support capacity. We also
.....and if you want to play all year round you can play for
one of our indoor league teams in the winter! No other
give thanks that Helen and John were able to move
cricket club in the area can provide cricket for such a
back into their own home in time for Christmas. Tom
wide variety of standards and ages, all year round.

Matthew in Your Pocket
Martin Shaw is the retired bishop of
Argyle and the Isles, someone I’ve
known for some 20 years. He is a first
rate singer, his daughter sings regularly with Opera North, and Martin
confesses to having a kind of split
personality between music and the church, something
which he has resolved in his life by being chaplain of
King’s College Cambridge, Precentor of St Edmundsbury
Cathedral, and in retirement, acting Precentor of Exeter
Cathedral. He has a great Glaswegian sense of humour!
This is his first book, and it arises out of his lifelong
attachment to St Francis of Assisi. He has led numerous
pilgrimages in the steps of St Francis, and this book could
be seen as the culmination of this. The structure of the
book is simple. Francis and an anonymous pilgrim, who is
the narrator, are on a journey together. As they go along,
they chat about the various sights and happenings of
their journey. They get into discussions and arguments
with other travellers on the road, and indeed get irritated with each other as most people do on a journey.
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This short dialogue is then followed by
a brief passage from Matthew’s Gospel.
Then follows a short reflection on the
reading and a sentence for meditation.
Each chapter then ends with an Exercise, which challenges us on what we
have read, and sets us on a new course
of spiritual understanding.
It is not a book to sit and read from beginning to end. I
have been reading a chapter a day and letting the experience marinade over the course of the day. If read in this
way, you absorb far more of the Gospel and the way of St
Francis than you would at one sitting. As Martin says, pilgrimage ‘is mostly about ordinary experiences: eating,
resting, talking, getting irritated, being bored, embarrassed, delighted: and any other mood you care to add.
In short, pilgrimage is about life!’
Highly recommended.
“Matthew in your Pocket: A pilgrimage with a Gospel”
by Martin Shaw (Saunton Press, 2017). Paperback £9.99

Inspired interfaith ministry
Be praised our Lord, through our neighbours
Sister and Brother Muslim!
And praised be our Lord, for St
Francis’ visit to Sultan Melekel-Kamil, which is a constant
source of inspiration in my
work as parish priest in multicultural inner-city Leeds.
Following Francis’ example allows my interfaith
work to follow a wonderful cycle of humility, love
and joy, as we work to make our Lord known and
loved, spread love and harmony, and live simply.
Humility
Francis approached the Sultan in humility, and so
discovered much godliness and holiness in the
Muslim way. As we likewise ‘empty ourselves’ in
approaching our Muslim neighbours, so we also
learn to appreciate
them as the warm
wonderful Muslims
God has made them
to be. Encounters
abound, with three
mosques in our parish. We visit all three regularly and invite Muslim
neighbours to teach us about identifying and combating Islamophobia; we support Muslim-led initiatives and campaigns; we welcome Muslim neighbours as guest chefs in our community café; and I
regularly lead ‘imam and vicar’ assemblies in local
schools to model interfaith unity and friendship.
Love
As Francis’ humility enables the spreading of love,
so it allows the growth of mutual respect. Which is
the right environment for conversation: not least
about our Lord – already known and loved by
Muslims! This is a wonderful opportunity for us
Christians, as we aim to make our Lord known and
loved as the Incarnate Word of God – as more
than ‘just’ a prophet. As we share such conversations over meals and visits to each other’s homes
(relationally) we can share our (relational) understanding of God the Holy Trinity whose very being
is love. The medium is the message!
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Joy
As Francis’ love enables us
to make our Lord known
more fully, so it allows us
to share life more fully with
our Muslim neighbours.
Who have so much to
teach us about living simply, and about ‘the generosity which gives all’.
I am frequently reminded of our joy-filled 28th Daily Principle, as we depart mosques and Muslim
friends’ homes with full tummies and happy
hearts. We recently visited a young couple who
are renovating their first marital home, ‘for a quick
cuppa’. Their new house is effectively a building
site, but they treated us to an astonishing banquet
of delicious exotic goodies.
Channels of God’s peace
As Francis’ joy enables genuine friendship to flourish, so it allows further appreciation of each other’s lives and faiths. Which means further spreading of love and harmony – which means more relational conversations – which means more life and
joy shared – and so on, and so on, and so on.
Praised be our Lord through humility, love and joy.
In this cycle of God-given graces, it is a privilege to
offer ourselves as channels of God’s peace. And
praised be our Lord for work which is also a lot of
fun!
Revd Heston Groenewald, from an article in the
most recent edition of the journal Franciscan.

“From the Registers” for December
Interment
5 December

George Neville Verity
at St Chad’s

Funeral
14 December

Charles Edward (Teddy)
Clark at St Chad’s

Celebrating the St Chad’s 150th next year
The 150th planning committee have
been having a think about what we
can do with the concept of 150 as a
Church. We have come up with
three things to integrate into our life
together next year that we think are
realistic and achievable.
First of all … to invite 150 new people to sign up on
the electoral roll. We have a lot of people who worship with us who aren’t yet on the roll. Also there are
a significant number of people who are on the fringes
of our life together participating in the uniformed organisations. It is a great way to show you support St
Chad’s and to feel that you belong. And its free!

will advertise it. When you are there
it would be good to put an ‘A frame’
out on the main road to let people
know that the Church is open.
And finally ... 150 ‘one to one’ conversations with me the Vicar and folk in
the congregation. To do this in a year that would be at
the rate of three ‘one to ones’ a week. I have got to be
quite disciplined with my diary to make the time to do
this but this is hopefully something people will value
participating in.

I will draw up a list of around 200 people who are part
of the life of St Chad’s that I
would like to have a ‘one to
Second, to have the Church open for an additional 150 one’ conversation with at
occasions a week. This is more of a big ask as it is ask- the back of Church. If your
ing people to be willing to open up the Church and to name isn’t on the list and
offer hospitality. Ideas so far are: to simply offer a cup you would like to have a
of tea or coffee and a chat; a continuous bible readconversation … first of all whoops, my apologies;
ing; craft activities; who knows, you might even want second, it would be good to meet you - simply get in
to pray... You might want to welcome people who just touch and we can get a time in the diary; third, why
want to look round when they see the door open. You aren’t you on the electoral roll?
could organise a special welcome for dog walkers –
Given that we want to be completer finishers for all of
and dogs (there is no prohibition about dogs looking
these projects I have invested in three cork boards
around Church).
and 450 coloured pins... One for Christine our elecWe have identified 29 slots to sign up for between the
start of the new year and Easter, at the following
times: Thursdays 8-10am and 4-6pm; Saturdays, 1012am and 4-6pm; Sundays 2-4pm.
The Church will also be open
for some reflections in Lent
and Holy Week, and we are
hoping to keep the Church
open each day of the Heritage
weeks in September - and for
the 100th anniversary of the
end of the First World War in
November. All told this will hopefully notch up the
grand total to 150 separate occasions when the
Church will be open.
All you need to do is to have two people sign up
against a time and say what you are doing, and we
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A Thought on Death

There have been 17 curates

I hadn't been in the habit of thinking about death until the day in
June when I saw the cancer doctor. The cancer that I had 18
years ago and was cured has now returned in an aggressive
form. My life expectancy may be only a matter of months.

at St Chad's since the centenary in 1968. They have
all been invited to the 150th

It was naturally a shock. But I have so much to be thankful for:
81 years of a varied and rewarding life, 55 years of a marvellous
marriage to Philippa, and children and grandchildren all of whom
I love and with all of whom I am in touch.

service on 14 January.
Revd Stanley Baxter sadly
died last year and we have
invited Revd Elizabeth Baxter from Holy Rood House
to come and represent
Stanley. John and Philippa
Russell give their apologies

Revd John Russell
Curate at St Chad's
1968-1972

for reasons which will become clear from John's
article here.
With thanks to Mike Willison, Margaret Sprittles
and Elizabeth Johnson for help with compiling the
list of curates at St Chad's. These details will be
incorporated into the order of service in January.

The prospect of death has led me to some thinking, which has
crystallised, at present, into three guiding themes. First was a
note seen posted on the refrigerator door of a person herself
near death: 'Just when the caterpillar thought the world was
coming to an end, it became a butterfly.' I like that! Second, St
Paul: 'Things beyond our seeing, things beyond our hearing,
things beyond our imagining, all prepared by God for those who
love him' (1 Cor 2.10, NEB). Third, Julian of Norwich: 'All shall be
well, and all shall be well, and all manner of thing shall be well.'
I'm aware that I don't take account of my sinfulness or my inadequacy; as for my sinfulness or otherwise, I find I am totally uninterested in it. I mentioned that to a friend, who pointed out that
Jesus himself was not interested in people's sinfulness; it was the
people who thought themselves all right that he found difficult.
He taught his followers rather to be concerned with God's love.
I hate the thought of what I see as abandoning Philippa. But myself, I am ready for whatever my loving God has in store for me.
May each of us have a good journey forward.
John Russell

Curates at St Chad’s since 1968
[ Terry Munro

1961 – 1964

Malcolm Stonestreet

1964 – 1967 ]

toral roll secretary - for each new person on the roll a
pin goes in the board.

John Russell

1968 – 1972

Derek Barnes

1969 – 1972

Likewise there is another
cork board for Tracey who is
in charge of the Church
bookings - let her know
when you are going to be in
Church, she will be pleased to hear from you.

Richard Orton

1972 – 1975

Bill Hulse

1972 – 1976

Philip Elston

1975 – 1979

Brian Close

1976 – 1979

Stanley Baxter

1980 – 1982

Tim Kaye

1983 – 1986

And I will have a separate cork board with 150 pins as
well. Let’s see who gets to 150 first. Obviously it is not
a competition but I’m rather hoping to make it to 150
separate conversations by Christmas 2018.

John Leak

1987 – 1990

Jenny Barbour

1987 – 1995

Robin Brown

1991 – 1994

Philip Clarke

1991 – 1996

So … to summarise, 150 new names on the electoral
roll. 150 new Church bookings and 150 ‘one to ones’.
Are YOU up to the St Chad’s 150th challenge…? How
ready are YOU to celebrate our life together?

Simon Cowling

1994 – 1996

Andrew Sewell

1996 – 1998

Kingsley Dowling

1999 – 2001

Adam Clayton

2002 – 2006

Melodie Kimball

2007 – 2011
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St Chad’s Ringer’s (Marathon) Peal

On Thursday 11 January as part of the St Chad’s
150th celebrations, 8 ringers from across Leeds will
be attempting to ring a peal at St Chads. A peal is a
length of ringing of just over 5000 different changes,
which should take over 3 hours (more than 150
minutes) to complete. A bit like a ringer’s version of
a marathon. You could perhaps sponsor per minute /
per 1000 changes completed. Start time will be just
after 5pm. Sponsorship forms to aid church funds
are at the back of St Chad’s Church.

