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Anna and Joachim
The calendar of Holy Days in Common
Worship doesn’t draw much upon apocryphal literature. ‘Anna and Joachim,
Parents of the Blessed Virgin Mary’,
listed for 26 July, are rare exceptions.
Their names occur only in the New Testament apocrypha, the earliest written
text giving us this information being the
Gospel of James, from around AD 150.
The story is that Anna, born in Bethlehem, married Joachim
of Nazareth. They suffered the sorrow of being childless
which led to Joachim being denied entry to the Temple on
the grounds that men without offspring were unworthy to
be admitted. Joachim did not return home, but fled to the
mountains to pray. Anna realised that her sterility was the
reason for Joachim’s absence. She, like Joachim, called upon
God. Their prayers were answered when an angel came to
Anna promising that she would “conceive and give birth and
the fruit of thy womb shall be blessed by all the world”. The
angel also made the promise of a child to Joachim, and he
returned to Anna. In due course they had a daughter, whom
they called Miriam (Mary).
Apocryphal texts satisfied desires for more information
about the lives of New Testament figures. Some consider
that they enshrine sound oral tradition. Modern scholars
point to the mirroring of stories elsewhere in the Bible and
argue that several of the narratives are modelled on these.
In the case of Anna, we see something of the story of the
barren Hannah being blessed with the birth of Samuel;
there is even the coincidence of name, since Anna is actually the same name as Hannah. The story includes a form of
annunciation, expressed in terms similar to that of Mary in
the Gospels. There are echoes of the story of the birth of
John the Baptist to the childless Elizabeth and Zechariah.
Hannah means “grace” in Hebrew, and Joachim means “he
whom Yahweh has set up”, both highly suitable names.
Mary’s parents are honoured in the Eastern and Western
Church. In the West they were not given much attention in
the liturgy until the 12th century. Anglo-Saxon church
calendars have no feast-day for either of them. In the East,
the cult of St Anne is traceable to the 6th century, when
Justinian built a church in Constantinople in her honour.
In the West, despite their absence from the liturgy, we find
the earliest sign of Anna’s veneration in an eighth century
fresco in Santa Maria Antiqua in Rome. Mary’s ‘family story’
entered the popular imagination in the 13th century, thanks
to its inclusion in Jacobus de Voragine’s Golden Legend.
From then on scenes from Mary’s early life, including
depictions of Anna and Joachim, were given imaginative
expression in western art until apocryphal scenes were
restricted by the Council of Trent in the 16th century.

Joyce Hill
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Church Diary, July 2018
Date

Time
th

Sunday 8

10:00am
12noon
6:30pm

Holy Communion at St Chad’s
Environment service at St Chad’s
with Jemima Parker
All Age Eucharist at St Michael’s
Holy Communion at St Michael’s
Evensong at both churches

8:00am
9:30am
10:00am
12noon
6:30pm

Holy Communion at St Chad’s
Parish Eucharist at St Chad’s
All Age Eucharist at St Michael’s
Holy Communion at St Michael’s
Evensong at both churches

8:00am
9:30am

Holy Communion at St Chad’s
Parish Eucharist at St Chad’s
with baptisms, followed by sports day
Parish Eucharist at St Michael’s
Holy Communion at St Michael’s
Evensong at both churches

8:00am
9:30am

July
Trinity 6

th

Sunday 15
July
Trinity 7

Sunday 22nd
July
Trinity 8

Sunday 29th
July

10:00am
12noon
6:30pm
8:00am
10:00am

Trinity 9

6:30pm
Sunday 5th
August
Trinity 10

Services

8:00am
9:30am
10:00am
12noon
6:30pm

Holy Communion at St Chad’s
Team ministry outdoor service in
Churchyard of St Michael’s Church
- further details nearer the time Please note that there will be no
9.30am service at St Chad’s and no 12
noon service at St Michael’s
Evensong at both churches
Holy Communion at St Chad’s
Parish Eucharist with ministry
of healing at St Chad’s
Parish Eucharist at St Michael’s
Holy Communion at St Michael’s
Evensong at both churches with
ministry of healing at St Michael’s
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‘Tis the season of ordinations!
Congratulations to Angela
Birkin, Abbie Palmer and Alex
Wheatley, all of whom were
ordained on Saturday 23 June.
It’s something that should encourage us all to think about
our calling. My calling to be ordained began when I was
about 8 years old, and simply
did not go away. There came a
point when I just had to decide
whether to ignore it, or do
something about it. I obviously decided on the latter!
Apart from being a parish priest, one of my other roles is
being one of a group of Assistant Diocesan Directors of
Ordinands. When someone is thinking about ordination,
they are assigned to one of us, and we accompany them
on a journey of discovery. Our task is to help identify
what God might be calling this person to. And I find that
many of their stories echo my own: it is an itch which
won’t go away, and they either just try to ignore it, or
give it a scratch and see where it leads them.
For some people, it is an internal thing, something that
lurks in the back of their minds. For others, someone
might suggest it to them, ‘You’d make a good vicar!’ In
the Church of England there was a campaign quite some
years ago called, A Tap on the Shoulder, where people
were encouraged to think about people who might have
a calling, and that is often the case with the candidates I
accompany.

This echoes many stories in
the Bible. Take the case of the
boy Samuel: God was calling
him in the middle of the night,
and he didn’t know it was God
(1 Sam 3). It took Eli to see
what was going on and to encourage Samuel to respond to
God’s call: “Speak, for your
servant is listening.” The call
of Isaiah was a bit different:
Then I heard the voice of the
Lord saying, “Whom shall I send? Who will go for Us?”
And I said, “Here am I. Send me!” (Isaiah 6: 8).
But ministry is not all about those who are ordained. The
service of ordination makes this clear: ‘God has given a
variety of ministries’ to serve his church, and the ordained ministry of deacons, priests and bishops is just
part of this variety. All of God’s people are called.
As John Henry Newman wrote, “God has created me to
do Him some definite service; He has committed some
work to me which He has not committed to another. I
have my mission—I never may know it in this life, but I
shall be told it in the next. Somehow I am necessary for
His purposes.”
And that applies to us all.
May God bless us all in the ministry to which he has
called us, and only us.
Tony Whatmough

STOP PRESS: Sports day after 9.30am service at St Chad’s, Sunday
22 July. All competitors welcome. Great prizes, certificates, etc.

This month’s editorial team:
Tom Lusty — Editor-in-Chief Andy Freeth — Sub Editor

The deadline for articles for the August edition is:

Monday 23rd July
Please send copy to:

stchadsmagazine@hotmail.co.uk

To find out more about Parish events please visit www.stchads.co.uk or www.st-michaels-headingley.org.uk
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Visit by Wharfedale Naturalists to St Chad’s
As the programme secretary for Wharfedale Naturalists,
it’s my job to come up with an interesting schedule of
Tuesday evening visits in May and June to locations likely
to be of interest to our members. As you might imagine,
most of these visits are to locations within Wharfedale,
but just occasionally we branch out a bit and venture
beyond the confines of our recording area. A member
had sent me a newspaper article about the excellent
work being done for wildlife conservation around St
Chad’s – and an idea for a Tuesday evening meeting with
a difference was born!
On Tuesday 22 May, an unseasonably blustery interlude
in the fabulous May weather we’ve been having, we
were met at the Church by Mike Willison. The Green
Team had gone above and beyond the call of duty and
prepared a presentation to introduce us to the history
and environs of the church. We learned that St Chad’s
had been built in the nineteenth century on land that
had formerly been hay meadow – and that due to its
being maintained in an ‘unimproved’ state, without use
of herbicides, fungicides or artificial fertilisers, some
traditional Yorkshire hay meadow grasses remained.
At the beginning of our walk around the churchyard
we were shown the carefully protected section of grass
maintained by the Green Team as hay meadow, and were
pleased to see the yellow rattle that was beginning to
appear there.

“Sixty Nine Years”
There’s sixty nine years between us Phyllis,
that’s right there’s sixty nine,
Who’d have thought I’d find a friend
with an age so far from mine.

Walking around to the rear of the
Church, Mike explained that the
grass was cut at different lengths in
order to encourage a range of
different wild flowers, such as Lady’s Smock, and different areas for
insect species. We were impressed
by the enormous insect hotel and
the large number of bird boxes that had been erected –
we were even lucky enough to see a blue tit emerging
from one of them, so clearly it’s being used in the way
intended! And though it was the wrong time of year to
see it, we were excited to hear that the churchyard is
home to pink waxcap fungus, an indicator species of
unimproved grassland, and hence a good sign that the
Green Team’s work is paying dividends.

A befriending scheme bought us together,
in the heart of Headingley,
A student and a local resident they said,
introduced with a cup of tea.
Details of our lives were shared,
though this was never fleeting,
Indeed you met with all my friends,
I always enjoyed those meetings.
If it wasn’t right, you’d be sure to tell ‘em
and that would make me laugh,
Never afraid to say your piece,
to friends, family or staff.
Luncheon club and dinner dances,
a few of your activities,
The mobile library and the shopping bus
to help with your mobility.
Resilient and determined,
you always find a way,
Occasional respite care to rest,
but at home you like to stay.
As time went on, a hundred years,
you reached your final days,
The parrot and the cat were there
as you plotted your escape.

In spring, there
are bluebells,
ramsons, coltsfoot and a blosWe’d like to encourage you to follow us on social mesoming blackdia. Anyone wishing to learn more about how to set
thorn bush folthis up please email
lowed by maystchadsmagazine@hotmail.co.uk If we get enough
blossom. Someone has planted harcissi, primroses and
people interested in learning more we’ll set up a
“ornamental” grass. Later on, herb Robert, dock,
social learning session for new users.
garlic mustard hedge and cow parsley bloom. At
one exit clover daisies, vetch and plantain are
Follow us on Twitter
growing. There are horsechestnut, sycamores and
a snowberry. You can hear wrens, crows, mag@StChadsFarH
pies, jays and chiffchaffs. On the way there are
thrushes, blackbirds, wrens, magpies, crows, bull
and gold finches and swifts over head. An unusual bird is the stockdove. I sighted mallards nesting
St Chads Church
in our churchyard! Apparently they do nest in
gardens without ponds!
Far Headingley
Jenny Wren

UPCOMING EVENTS AND NOTICES
STAMP COLLECTION

There’s sixty nine years between us Phyllis,
that’s right there’s sixty nine,
Grandmother to Debbie and David of course
but I love you as if you were mine.
Tansy Warrilow

Thursday 12th July 2pm
Main fund raiser for MU Overseas funds
Annual Afternoon Tea tickets £5

We’re now collecting used
stamps for Christian Aid and
RSPB. Please trim your
stamps leaving a narrow
margin and hand them in

Tuesday 3rd July 7.30pm
Knit & Natter bar area Parish centre

Thanks in advance for your
support

Thanks to all who enjoyed our summer lunch in June

Thursday 18th July
A privileged trip to Ripon Cathedral for midday prayers
Further details and tickets please contact Elizabeth
01132 787990 or elizabetheden9@gmail.com

At the end of the visit, tea and coffee were provided for
the Nats – a courtesy to which we are by no means
accustomed on our Tuesday walks! – which was very
gratefully received by all, especially given the windy
conditions outside. We’d like to thank Mike and the rest
of the Green Team both for showing such wonderful
hospitality, not only to us, but also – and more
importantly - to the wildlife of North Leeds.

To meet your mum and dad again
was what you talked about,
An impressive impact you have on many
and that I have no doubt.
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Where am I?

STAMP
LECTION

COL-

As part of National Allotments Week, Hollin Lane Allotments will
be open to the public

Saturday 18th August from 11am til 1pm.
Come and have a closer look at the many and varied ways that
people garden. Refreshments available.
All welcome and FREE entry
Location: off Hollin Drive LS16 5NE

Helen Steward
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Gloria!
I put details of the Leeds Festival Chorus concerts in the
team ministry newsletter in the hope that people might
one day come and support these. I am looking forward
to singing at Ripon Cathedral later this month in a concert featuring music by Francis Poulenc (1899-1963) and
Morten Lauridsen (b. 1943).
Here are two things that have been said about Poulenc’s
Gloria (1959): “squishy pop harmonies, neon-lit fanfares, and frisky patter more redolent of the ballet stage
than the altar” and “the snazziest and snappiest
sacred work ever written”.
Poulenc famously likened the tenor of
the Gloria to "those frescoes by Gozzoli
where the angels stick out their
tongues; also some serious Benedictine
monks I had once seen revelling in a
game of football." It is this mixture of
registers, the flouting of the distinction
between sacred and profane, that
makes Poulenc's brand of spirituality so appealing. If
you have not heard the Gloria before, why not come
and hear what all the fuss is about.
I have been a member of the Chorus for six years now
and am excited that one of my suggestions has made it
into the repertoire, “O Magnum Mysterium” by Morten
Lauridsen. Here is the composer speaking about this
piece in his own words:

“When I first saw Francisco de Zuberan’s Still Life with
Lemons, Oranges and a Rose (1633) it knocked me out…
It contains symbols of the Virgin Mary: a cup of water,
symbolic of purity; lemons,
an Easter fruit; orange blossom, renewed life. How can I
do musically what Zubaran
does with a still life which
knocks peoples socks off?
O great mystery and wondrous sacrament, that animals
should see the newborn Lord lying in the manger.
O Blessed Virgin whose womb was worthy to bear the
Lord Jesus Christ. Alleluia!
I wanted to achieve something close to the Victoria
(1548-1611) setting of these words, as fresh today as
when written hundreds of years ago. I immersed myself
in Palestrina and worked on this
piece for six months until I got it
right. The toughest part was the Virgin Mary. How can I indicate her
profound sorrow at the murder of
her son? I couldn’t figure it out.
Then I got it: a G sharp on the word
‘virgo’. It is the most important note in the piece.” Tom
If you want to hear the whole clip google
“Morten Lauridsen O Magnum Mysterium”
it should be the first clip you come to on You Tube.

Sermon to mark the start of Abbie Palmer’s priestly ministry
Did you hear about the man who decided to become a monk and joined a silent order? They
were only allowed to say two words every ten years. After ten years he went in to meet the
abbot and he said: “bed hard”. That was all right, they got more straw for his bed and the ten
years rolled around. This time, he said: “Too cold”. They got him a thicker habit, and ten years
later his words were: “I’m leaving”. The abbot turns round and says, “Well, I’m not surprised.
All you’ve done since you got here is complain”!
I wonder what your first words would be after a long time of not being able to speak? Perhaps
you’d store up all those things you never got a chance to say while you were silent. Maybe you
would complain about what had happened to you. In our reading, we get to hear the first
words of Zechariah after a nine-month silence. Immediately he begins to praise God, to the
amazement of his friends and neighbours.
Zechariah had no doubt about what his son will do: echoing God’s words to him when he was
told he would become a father, this baby would be called the prophet of the Most High and
will go before the Lord to prepare his way.
Yesterday Abbie was ordained priest, just like John’s father. Well the ordination service wasn’t
exactly as John’s father’s would have been, there was no sacrificed bull or buckets of blood to
throw over the altar, but Abbie entered into the long succession of people set aside to be a
priest, like Zechariah. Zechariah was also called to be the father of John. Abbie also has lots of
calls upon her life, to be a mum, a wife and a priest. My prayer for you is that you manage to
balance those calls on your life. Remember your family are as important as being a priest.
It was a good thing John could not hear all that was being asked of him. What a weight of expectation on his shoulders, not just from
his parents but from the whole community. The challenge for Zechariah and Elizabeth was to raise John to be himself so that he could
be what he was called to be for others. Abbie’s call is the same, to be herself so that she can be what she is called to be for others.
The Gospel reading we heard today ended, “The child grew and became strong in spirit, and he was
in the wilderness until the day he appeared publicly to Israel.” “He became strong in spirit” – that is
the crucial phrase because that is what enabled John to face an uncertain future. For all of us that is
the important question: whether we are growing strong in spirit, growing up into ourselves, waking
up to God in our lives as we go with God. Abbie at times you will be scared, at times you will be
hopeful and even joyful. May the later prevail in your ministry but wherever it leads, go with God.
And the same goes for all of us: go with God.
Abbie, you have been touched by the Spirit this weekend. By God’s Holy Spirit may you continually
be remined of that encounter, that daily you will be renewed in that Spirit, and live and love in God’s
grace and love - sharing that grace and love with all those you encounter. Amen.
Extract from sermon by Revd John Smith, Abbie’s training incumbent – based on Luke 1: 57-66,80

Baptisms
3 June — Oscar Hiten Chauhan at St Chad’s
24 June — Hannah Gill McKenzie at St Chad’s

Weddings
1 June — Peter Drury and Jemma Pendlebury
at St Chad’s
29 June — Luke Lumbis and Rebecca Hewitt
at St Chad’s

Funerals
14 June — Ian Sharp

at St Michael’s

15 June — Paul Michael Dickinson
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at St Chad’s
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Special thanks to our local supporters

Special thanks to our local supporters
LV Windows
BRAMHOPE
A Friendly Family Company with
over 40 years’ experience

Windows - Doors
Conservatories
All products fabricated
from Rehau profiles
Fascias - Soffits
Steamed up Unit Replacement
lvwindows@gmail.com

Call Len Hawkins on:
01423 562 469 / 07836 513
730

or Chris Hawkins on:

Michael Kirkby Painter & Decorator
20 The Maltings MIRFIELD WF14 9 PU
01924 401 210 / 07985 394 297
FREE ESTIMATES * NO VAT * WORK GUARANTEED

STEVEN CROMACK
JOINER
Tel: 295 0696
Fitted kitchens & Bedrooms
Kitchen Facelifts
Doors internal and external
All household joinery
No job too small

Martin Cooke
Plasterer
07756 906 916
Call for a quote
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