www.stchads.co.uk

www.st-michaels-headingley.org.uk

Headingley Team Ministry News
Representing St Michael’s & St Chad’s
www.stchads.co.uk

50p

June 2018

www.st-michaels-headingley.org.uk

Becoming a Priest
What would you like to be when you grow up? “A
priest” was never my answer. I’m pretty sure I’d worry
a bit for any child who did give this response. Yet here
I am, not yet grown up (!), yet being charged with
growing into becoming an ordained priest.
For many this is a confusing concept. Unless you are
part of the Roman Catholic church, we know our clergy as Vicars or Curates. And I will still be a Curate for
the next two years at Pannal and Beckwithshaw. Curate is my job title. But I will be ordained priest, a holy order to serve God in a particular way through my
life. The role of priest is “to lead God’s people in the
offering of praise and the proclamation of the gospel… to set the example of the Good Shepherd… as
the pattern of their calling… to sustain the community of the faithful by the ministry of word and sacrament” (from the ordination service).
The visible signs of the move from deacon to priest
are that I will be celebrating holy communion and
that I will wear my stole (scarf vestment) in front of
me rather than across the body (à la Miss World). But
the deeper significance of this ordination is a new focus. I will still have a deacon’s ministry. A deacon’s
ministry is to serve the world and equip others to
make Christ known. This is
the foundation of all ordained ministry, from permanent deacons to Archbishops.
But layered on to this is the
ordination to priesthood,
where the focus is on leading
and sustaining the faithful. One phrase I find helpful
to begin to explain the difference is that priests serve
by leading and deacons lead by serving.

For those who knew me before I was ordained and
wearing a collar, I imagine there is a curiosity about
how it feels to be ordained into a role. I would probably respond that it is like moving from primary to secondary school. At first, you feel a bit like you’re playing at being a secondary student but not totally convinced in yourself that you are. Then after a while it
begins to feel more comfortable, but you don’t really
think it has changed you. However, I’m certain that
parents of school children, those observing from outside, see a dramatic
change. That aligns
with my experience
this year as I have
grown into being a
deacon, and I imagine will be the same as I try to
inhabit the calling of a priest.
The words of John’s Gospel are particularly poignant
at this time; “You did not choose me but I chose you.
And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that
will last” (John 15:16). Each of us is chosen by God.
Chosen for a particular life and ministry. I truly believe that. And the appointment God makes is in order to bear fruit. To abide in God and allow God to
abide in us, so that through us, fruit may grow.
We are conduits of God’s love to a world in desperate
need of it. Each of the baptised have this calling and
have gifts that allows us to bear fruit in different
ways. As a priest, I will have the duty and joy to minister sacrament and word, as a means of proclaiming
the gospel. I look forward to doing this and learning
how not to get in the way!
Blessings,

To find out more about Parish events please visit www.stchads.co.uk or www.st-michaels-headingley.org.uk
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Abbie

Church Diary, June 2018
Date

Time

Sunday 3rd

8:00am
9:30am

June

10:00am
12noon
6:30pm

Trinity 1

Sunday 10th
June

8:00am
9:30am

Trinity 2
St Columba

th

Sunday 17
June
Trinity 3

Sunday 24th
June

10:00am
12noon
6:30pm
8:00am
9:30am
10:00am
12noon
6:30pm
8:00am
9:30am
10:00am

Trinity 4
12noon
6:30pm
Sunday 1st
July
Trinity 5

8:00am
9:30am
10:00am
12noon
6:30pm

Services
Holy Communion at St Chad’s
Parish Eucharist with ministry
of healing at St Chad’s
Parish Eucharist at St Michael’s
- Environment Sunday
Holy Communion at St Michael’s
Evensong at both churches with
ministry of healing at St Michael’s
N.B. Day of Leeds Triathlon
Holy Communion at St Chad’s
Parish Praise at St Chad’s
— pilgrimage themed service
Parish Eucharist at St Michael’s
Holy Communion at St Michael’s
Evensong at both churches
Holy Communion at St Chad’s
Parish Eucharist at St Chad’s
All Age Eucharist at St Michael’s
- Father’s Day Service
Holy Communion at St Michael’s
Evensong at both churches
Holy Communion at St Chad’s
Parish Eucharist at St Chad’s
First celebration of the Eucharist by
Revd Angela Birkin at St Michael’s
Holy Communion at St Michael’s
Evensong at both churches
Holy Communion at St Chad’s
Parish Eucharist with ministry
of healing at St Chad’s
Parish Eucharist at St Michael’s
Holy Communion at St Michael’s
Evensong at both churches with
ministry of healing at St Michael’s

Moveable Feast
The more liturgically observant will be aware that the
feast day for Etheldreda is 23 June. Joyce Hill’s article
about her in the May edition was therefore premature.
Our apologies to those who kept her feast a month early.
Professor Hill’s next article will be in the July edition. Eds.

Please pray for Abbie and Angela and Alex
Abbie Palmer and Alex Wheatley are being ordained
priest in Ripon Cathedral on Saturday 23rd June at
3pm. Angela Birkin will be ordained priest at Leeds
Minster at exactly the same time. All are most
welcome and encouraged to attend these celebrations.

St Chad’s Mothers’ Union News
MU Summer Lunch: in St Chad’s Parish Centre
Thursday 14th June at 12.30 for 1pm cost £14
Knit & Natter Tuesday 5th June bar area Parish
centre 7.30pm
Keep 12th July free - we are holding our annual
Afternoon tea in aid of MU overseas funds £5

For further details contact Elizabeth on 278 7990

Please send copy ideally before then to:

stchadsmagazine@hotmail.co.uk
This month’s editorial team:
Tom Lusty — Editor-in-Chief Andy Freeth — Sub Editor
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Thank you for your prayers for
Malta and the plight of refugees;
there are small steps coming that
will make life somewhat easier.
Please continue to pray for the
hearts of people to soften toward the forcibly displaced.
Pray for those who are still trying to reach Europe, and
the hellish experience hey are having in the northern
Sahara as the Italian interior ministry is funding militias
to stop the flow of migrants. Pray that they will know
God in a time such as this.
Pray for some friends of ours who are working on their
asylum applications and long-term residency, that they
may find favour with the authorities.
Pray for us as a family; it is a busy period of life right
now, between school, food bank and refugee work.
We need to maintain a good balance and have realistic
expectations.
Pray for our upcoming church visits in the summer, that
we find a suitable schedule (we are based in Glasgow).

Doug and Jacqui Marshall,
St Chad’s CMS Mission Partners

Bird news
This Autumn blue tits and robins were seen in 90% of gardens. House sparrows are still common, seen in 60% of
gardens. This year I’ve seen one male house sparrow at
the Heart Centre. GD has a small flock that visits her garden. Starlings, which used to be so common are now only
seen in 43% of gardens. Jays are equally seen in 43% of
gardens. This week one has been feeding on my fat balls.
Apparently bird watching and feeding are “global pastimes”. We are also reminded to clean and disinfect our
feeders (and bird baths) and to move them around the
garden.

Jenny Wren

Help for the sinner!
I’ve been drinking bottled milk for over 80 years! CEL says
“shop local”. Harris’s (and the milkman) sell ian Taylor’s
fresh Yorkshire eggs and fresh vegetables, all sold unpackaged of course. As CEL says, SHOP LOCAL! Alas I couldn’t
have a plastic-less lent as my prescription gluten free
bread is double wrapped in ‘non-bio’ plastic, as are many
biscuits, frozen meals and crumpets, etc.

Baptisms
27 May

Faith Ifeoma Pokelani Mukolu

at St Chad’s

Funerals
23 May Barbara Georgina Haig at St Chad’s

Mary Duffty

Weddings
5 May

The deadline for articles for the July edition is:

Monday 25th June

Some prayer pointers from the Marshalls

6 May
26 May

Shane Lancaster and Lorna Richardson
David Crowther and Ollie Ojo
at St Chad’s

Good news from Revd John Russell
John, a former curate at St Chad’s (1968 to 1972), who
wrote an article for the newsletter earlier in
the year, has had ‘gentle’ radiotherapy and
chemotherapy and feels much better. The
cancer has reduced in size. He thanks people
for their prayers.

Giles Moss and Emily Jackson at St. Michael’s
Mark Scott and Tanya Allen

at St Chad’s

Memorial Service
20 May Arthur Robert Collier

at St Chad’s
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Hope at Pentecost
My heart has been heavy this past week. So much violence surrounds us. And that violence is met with further
fear and suspicion and polarised reports in the media.
And now what happened in Gaza on Monday is yesterday's news, while the people there continue to suffer.
We are so quick to label: Jew/Arab, Palestinian/Israeli.
Friend/Enemy. Bad/Good. Innocent/Guilty. Perpetrator/
Victim.

Today is the Feast of Pentecost.
Over past years, I've come to see
it not so much as the birthday of
the church as of a celebration of
divine imagination. It was the
day when God transformed
weary, frightened disciples (literally, those who follow)
into apostles (those who are sent), to courageously
spread the Good News to all corners of the earth.

There are great wrongs that have been done and great
injustices in this land. But we seem to have lost sight of
the fact that on both sides of the border are sons and
daughters, mothers and fathers, friends and lovers, husbands and wives. Just humans. Human beings in relationship. Human beings in conflict. Human beings whose
lives will never be quite the same again once violence
has touched them.

On Pentecost, God poured out the fire of creative, imaginative love upon all people, across boundaries of religion
and race and culture and language - Parthians and
Medes, Jews and Gentiles, slaves and free, men and
women. And all those ordinary people, whom many
would consider tired and old and unusable for the divine
plan, God transformed them through the Spirit into
prophets and dreamers and visionaries.
Yesterday Presiding Bishop Michael Curry quoted Martin
Luther King, Jr in his address at the royal wedding: ‘We
must discover the power of love, the redemptive power
of love. And when we have discovered that, we will be
able to make of this old world a new world. Love is the
only way.’ He then went on to urge his listeners: 'Imagine
this tired old world, when love is the way!'

On Tuesday, I went to visit the blacksmith who is working
on a new cross for St Andrew's Tiberias. His forge is set in
a yard filled with tired old pieces of metal. A fan here. A
sewing machine there. Metal sheets, metal drums, metal
rods. All waiting to be transformed into something new.
I am in awe of and inspired by people who have the imagination to take what others would consider tired and
old and unusable and turn it into something totally
different and utterly beautiful.

These were words I needed to hear this Pentecost as I
felt like I was losing hope. I needed to be reminded that I
-- that we -- too have been transformed by the divine imagination, that we are anointed to prophesy and dream
dreams and see visions, to take what may at first glance
look old and broken and intractable and unusable in our
lives and in our world and, with the help of God, turn it
into something totally different and utterly beautiful.
I do not know what that looks like yet or exactly how we
will get there, but I know this: love is the only way.
Revd. Kate McDonald is a Church of Scotland Mission
Partner in Israel-Palestine. This article is taken from
a recent post on the ‘Imagination for Peace’ website.

Perhaps because of what had happened the day before,
the words from Isaiah — an expression of a similar imagination — came to mind: ‘They will beat their swords into ploughshares and their spears into pruning hooks. Nation shall not take up sword against nation, for war will
be no more.
These words of prophesy are being realised by artists all
over the world: Pedro Reyes of Mexico, who turned 1527
weapons into 1527 shovels used to plant 1527 trees;
Cambodian students who turn AK47s and M16s into
sculptural furniture; and Bethlehem residents who
turn teargas canisters into Christmas ornaments.
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St Michael’s celebrating Pentecost
with Whitsun hats and bonnets

Visit to HMP Leeds
At the end of April, a group from All Hallows and
St Michael's went on a tour of Armley Jail. Even
from the outside, if ever there was a building guaranteed to make you want to behave and not get
into trouble, this is it. It looks very, very forbidding.
I wasn't sure what to expect, beyond a lot of security. I thought we'd see the more public areas
(where visits take place, for example), and we did
see those, but we were also taken right into the
heart of the prison, where the prisoners are held.
We were taken through the
route that prisoners take on
their arrival: where they are
assessed and hand in belongings (an amnesty on any
forbidden items they may be
carrying), where they have a
health check, and the cells
where they spend their first
night.
We were taken on to the Segregation Wing ('The
Seg') where prisoners are held who are too disruptive to be on a normal wing. Boy, was it noisy. Constant shouting and thumping on the insides of the
cell doors – we could see the prisoners' faces as
they looked out of their windows. Even though
they were in their cells it felt very threatening.
The staff were remarkably upbeat as they told us
how they get spat at and have excrement thrown
at them on a regular basis. We were shown one
cell at the end of the wing which was completely
bare, with no furnishing at all beyond a hole in the
ground loo – this was where the most disruptive
prisoners were held while they cooled off. This cell
was painted pink as it's supposed to be a calming
colour; apparently it doesn't work!
After the Segregation Wing, the other wings
seemed relatively quiet. Visually they were
straight out of 'Porridge' – several storeys high,
with a landing on each side and netting strung between the landings. If a prisoner gets on to the
netting, the staff are not permitted to follow, so
the whole wing has to be locked down while specialist staff are brought in to resolve the situation.
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We were shown the hospital wing, including a cell
where all the corners were rounded and furnishings removed. This cell has a window where vulnerable prisoners are watched 24/7. Sometimes
people who have been refused an asylum claim try
to kill themselves before they are deported. They
fear that if they are sent back to their country of
origin their families will be killed in retaliation.
One of the officers told us that he had to tell a
prisoner just last week that his asylum claim had
been refused, and the man wept on his shoulder.
It was heart breaking.
The average reading age for
prisoners is 11. Education is
really pushed, with the aim
of achieving recognised
qualifications. Even if a qualification is obtained, it is
difficult for ex-offenders to
get jobs on release. The
odds really are stacked
against them.
We found out at the end of our visit that the two
officers who had shown us round had actually finished their shifts at 5.00pm, and were doing our
tour in their own time. They were great ambassadors for the prison service, and really did show us
a lot more than I expected to see.
So how did it feel? I left with mixed feelings. You
don't forget the sound of a door being locked behind you, and walking out into the evening sunshine felt particularly precious. In some ways I felt
quite uncomfortable seeing the prisoners looking
out from their cells. It felt rather voyeuristic, as
though we were on a visit to the zoo. On the other
hand, it certainly brought it home to me that these
are real people, with real lives.
I haven't a problem with people being punished
for their crimes, and some people undoubtedly do
need to be locked up for the public good. But men
with a reading age of 11? What chance did they
have from the start? I don't have answers to any of
these questions, but the visit stirred up uncomfortable feelings, which I think is as it should be.

Catherine Whatmough

Music in June and July

UPCOMING EVENTS AND NOTICES

Headingley Voices Community Choir
sing Fauré’s Requiem
Saturday 23 June at St Chad’s Church at 6.30pm
St Michael’s Green Group Outing to Rodley
Nature Reserve, Saturday 2nd June
Guided Walk 10am to 12 noon Refreshments afterwards
at Visitors Centre: Coffee, tea, cakes available or bring a
packed lunch. Travel by shared cars – lifts will be arranged. Depart St Michaels at 9.15 am or meet at the
Visitors’ Centre. For more information please contact
Felicity on 07963 219 206.

If you enjoy singing why not join Headingley Voices?
We are particularly on the search for tenors and basses.
We rehearse at Shire Oak Primary School on Thursdays
from 7.40 - 9.30pm. Join the choir or come to the concert - tickets £5. More details at: headingleyvoices.com

Horsforth Choral Society are performing

Mirth and Madrigals

Environment Service at St Chad’s
9.30am on Sunday 8th July
The service on 8 July, organised by the St Chad's Green
Team, will have an environmental theme. The aim is to
discover our part in God's rescue plan for creation. We
are delighted that the speaker will be Jemima Parker,
the Diocesan Environment Officer. Most scientists
believe that climate change is the biggest threat to the
future of our planet. If we don't respond quickly and
effectively, the diversity of species and the future of
human life itself will be at risk. Everyone welcome.
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An Evening of Four-part Merriment
Friday 20 July at 7.30pm
in the St Chad’s Parish Centre
Tickets: Adults £8, Students £5 and under 8’s Free
Join us for an evening of Folk Music and Drinking Songs.
The Parish Centre Bar will be open for both
non-alcoholic and alcoholic beverages.
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