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Reflecting on the Passion
Since Christmas we have been rehearsing Bach’s St John
Passion with the Leeds Festival Chorus. We are singing it
in the Leeds Town Hall in twenty day’s time. Somehow
this Lent my two favourite pastimes, studying the Bible
and choral music have wonderfully converged. John’s
account of the passion is the one which moves me the
most, being the most thought out reflection of all the
Gospels upon the suffering and death of Christ.
Our conductor, Simon, is the son of a clergyman. He
brings both theological articulacy and pastoral sensitivity
to his understanding of what we are singing. “Be more
pedantic - you’re getting someone to do your dirty work
for you” … “Listen to this aria if you haven’t heard it sung
before. I don’t want you blubbing through it on the
night.” Duly listened to, duly cried. Or as Bach puts it,
Zerfließe, mein Herze, in Fluten der Zähren.*
In the opening chorus you get a sense of the world
churning under your feet, of all creation in turmoil. A
later aria describes what this opening piece of music
accomplished: die ganze Welt bei Jesu Leiden gleichfalls
leidet, “the whole world suffers as Jesus suffers”…
Die Sonne sich in Trauer kleidet, Der
Vorhang reißt, der Fels zerfällt, Die
Erde bebt, die Gräber spalten…
“the sun is clothed in mourning, the
veil is torn, the rocks split, the earth
quakes, graves split open”…

We have spent a whole day of rehearsal time practising
one particular piece of music. Simon wants us to do it
from memory and at breakneck speed. Musically it
captures the fickleness of rolling dice for a seamless item
of clothing made by an unknown woman for an itinerant
rough sleeper - out of love. You know the story. Twelve
hours for something that takes a minute to sing. In
economies of scale one trusts it might distil into a
precious offering like the robe itself: beyond value.
What I write next might need a spoiler alert. It’s about
the aria I mentioned earlier. It is impossible to spoil it, all
I can do is urge people to hear it. The aria begins at a
formidably dirge like pace. It is like sitting in thrall to the
worst PowerPoint presentation you have ever heard.
Die Trauernacht läßt nun die letzte Stunde zählen. The
night of sorrow now reaches its final hours. Clearly. If the
Alto sang it any slower she would stop breathing...
Then Bach ‘takes our breath away’ with a violent change
of tempo: Der Held aus Juda siegt mit Macht / Und
schließt den Kampf. “The hero from Judah triumphs in
his might / and brings the strife to an end”. The transition
accomplishes a ‘panning back’ from the narrative for the
God’s-eye perspective. The tragic becomes comic in the
blink of an eye. It makes you laugh, it makes you cry.
Singing the piece must require virtuosic breath control
but more is going on than seeing someone ‘expire
through singing’ before one’s eyes.

Bach’s own Christian faith shines through, it truly is
Weil sie den Schöpfer sehn erkalten, ad majorem Dei gloriam (AMGD) inque hominum
“because they behold the Creator grow salute, "for the greater glory of God and the salvation of
cold in death”.
humanity."
Look forward to seeing you on Palm Sunday,
And that is just how it starts…Somehow my whole Lent
Leeds Town Hall at 6.30pm; details on the back page
this year has become an extended reflection upon the
passion, such that when it comes to Palm Sunday I will
somehow feel as though I have been through Holy Week
for the last forty days and forty nights. To have to ‘do it all
again’ the following week will have added depth as I publicly lead God’s people at St Chad’s through our corporate re-entering into the story.
*“Dissolve, my heart, in floods of tears”.

To find out more about Parish events please visit www.stchads.co.uk or www.st-michaels-headingley.org.uk
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Church Diary, March 2018
Date

Time

Sunday 4th

8:00am
9:30am

March
Lent 3

12noon
6:30pm

St Chad’s
Patronal

Sunday 11th
Mothering
Sunday
Lent 4

8:00am
9:30am
10:00am
12noon
6:30pm

‘Leeds in Lent’
reflections

Services
Holy Communion at St Chad’s
St Chad’s Patronal Festival
No morning service at St Michael’s
Holy Communion at St Michael’s
Evensong at both churches
- ministry of healing at St Michael’s
Holy Communion at St Chad’s
Parish Praise at St Chad’s
Parish Eucharist at St Michael’s
Holy Communion at St Michael’s
Evensong at both churches

Led by Revd Tom Lusty and
Dr Helen Reid, Director of
the Leeds Church Institute
Saturdays in Lent from 5.005.45pm including
an informal Eucharist

Birds of St Chad’s churchyard, 10 Feb 2018:

Bang! Bang! Bang!

7:45-8:45am Wood pigeons 2-4 in trees on west edge of
graveyard. Until 8:45, at least 8 more in trees on the south
edge.

I was delighted to hear that “Grouse Shooting” is now
banned on Ilkley Moor. Apparently “Grouse Moors”
cover 1.3million acres of land across England. During
the 121 day shooting season it is believed that about
500,000 of these poor black birds are killed!

7:45-8:45—Magpies 4-7 in trees
on south edge
Until 8:45—at least 3 blackheaded gulls flew over
7:50—3 long-tailed tits in tree near vicarage

Saturdays 17 and 24 February, and 3, 10 and 17 March
Church open 4-6pm, reflections and Eucharist at 5pm
Open to all

8:00 –2 blue tits in tree near vicarage, subsequently seen until 8:45 in memorial garden and trees near children's’ graves,
perhaps 5-6 altogether
8:10—2 great tits in evergreen near children's’ graves

th

Sunday 18
Lent 5
Passion
Sunday

Sunday 25th
Palm
Sunday

8:00am
9:30am
10:00am
12noon
6:30pm

Holy Communion at St Chad’s
Parish Eucharist at St Chad’s
Parish Eucharist at St Michael’s
Holy Communion at St Michael’s
Evensong at both churches

8:00am
9:30am

Holy Communion at St Chad’s
Parish Eucharist at St Chad’s with
procession of palms
(please gather in parish centre)
Parish Eucharist at St Michael’s
with procession of palms
Holy Communion at St Michael’s
Cross of Christ at St Chad’s
Evensong at St Michael’s

10:00am
12noon
6:30pm

Maundy
Thursday

Good
Friday

Sunday 1st
April
Easter Day

10:30am
6:30pm

10.15am

Holy Communion (BCP) at St Chad’s
Eucharist with Maundy Thursday
liturgy and vigil at St Chad’s

St Chad’s Patronal Festival in our 150th year

Pheasants were either introduced by either Romans
or Normans and first came from Asia. The long tailed
8:20-8:35—pair of bullfinches high birds are very handsome indeed.
in tree over south edge, flew to
memorial garden then disappeared Partridges came from Central Europe. During the war
my Dad worked for the Air Ministry and was gifted a
8:20—3-4, goldfinches with bull- pheasant...on reflection I don’t think I actually
finches
realised it had been shot!
8:15—A crow on the ground

Sunday 4 March at 9.30am
A team ministry celebration
with St Michael’s, Headingley
and All Hallows Church, Hyde
Park, followed by a bring and
share lunch.
Guest preacher:

Most commonly present woodpigeons> magpies> blue tits.
NOT SEEN but expected – blackbirds, robins, wrens.
Peter JF Henderson

Tom Chigbo

UPCOMING EVENTS AND NOTICES

Senior Organiser Leeds Citizens

Friday 30th March

The truth that is in Jesus Christ
in HEADS, HEARTS, and HANDS

St Chad’s Mothers’ Union News

Walk of witness begins
at Headingley Methodist Church

2.00pm

Last hour reflections at St Chad’s and

6.00am
8:00am
9:30am
10:00am
12noon
6:30pm

Sunrise Easter Vigil at All Hallows
Holy Communion at St Chad’s
Parish Eucharist at St Chad’s
Parish Eucharist at St Michael’s
Holy Communion at St Michael’s
Festal evensong at both churches

This month’s editorial team:
Tom Lusty — Editor-in-Chief Andy Freeth — Sub Editor

The deadline for articles for the February edition is:
th

Monday 19 March

Our meeting is on Thursday 8th March at 2pm
Our speaker is one of our own members
Nichola Holmes who is going to talk about
'The Leeds Library '
Next Knit & Natter March 6

Annual Parochial Church Meeting 2018
Three Holy Week reflections

I hereby give notice that the

within a Sung Eucharist

St Chad's Annual Church Meeting will be held on

led by Reverend Canon Bob Shaw

Sunday, 22 April in Church after the 9.30am service.

Monday 26, Tuesday 27, Wednesday 28 March

Please contact Tom Lusty or the Churchwardens if
you would like more information.

in the Lady Chapel at St Chad’s, 6-7pm

Please send copy to:

stchadsmagazine@hotmail.co.uk
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Jenny Wren

Richard Wilson, PCC Secretary

All welcome
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Meet at Headingly Methodist Church at 10.15 and join us
in a walk of witness to the Arc where there is a short
Good Friday drama and service being conducted in
the rose garden.

Electoral Roll - JOIN NOW
100 TO GO TO REACH TARGET
The annual church electoral roll will start on 4th March.
There is a copy of the current roll at the back of church,
if you are not on the roll, but are a regular worshipper at
St Chad’s please fill in a form. If you are already on the
roll, please let the parish office know if your entry needs
updating. Being on the roll entitles you to vote at the
Annual Church Meeting, which is taking place

Sunday, 22 April, after the 9.30am service.

St Michael’s Stage Group

Volunteers Needed

promised profits
depended entirely
on the sale of
imported luxury
goods.

March 17, April 14, May 19,
Interments at St Chad’s
22 February—Richard Hawkes
27 February—Thelma Dorothy Turner

Funerals at St Chad’s
14 February—Ken Rigby (at Rawdon)
1 March–Christopher Furniss
2 March—Kathleen Atha

Wedding Blessings
20 February—Bob and Sally Smith
(On the occasion of their 30th Wedding Anniversary)

15 Feb—Ken and Mary Shawcross
(On the occasion of their Diamond wedding anniversary)

We had our first working party in the churchyard on 6 Feb to
clear away wreaths from the graves and the garden of rest.
Since the rain started at about the same time as the planned
start of the working party, we didn’t achieve much more
than the wreath clearance, a cup of tea/coffee in the church
and a chat! Future working parties are planned for the
3rd Saturday morning of the month from
March to September, from 10.00 am to
noon. To join us please let the churchwardens or myself know. Email—
Helen.Cruickshank@midyorks.nhs.uk or simply turn up at
the churchyard and join in. Equipment and gloves are
available, but if you have your own favourite secateurs etc.
do please bring them along. We usually send an e-mail
reminder a week or so ahead of the next session, with some
hints about what tasks might be the next priorities. We look
forward to seeing as many of you as possible for some fresh
air and a very productive day.
Helen Cruickshank—St Chad’s Green Team

This year, for Lent we challenge you to give up single use plastics to reduce the actions which damage gods
creations. Here you’ll find some useful tips on how you can play your part.
Share your stories, ideas and activities on “Plastic-Less Lent Facebook”

Stage Group
celebrated its fiftieth
anniversary by
revisiting their very
first panto:
Dick Whittington.

Fitzwarren clearly
had no interest in
selling British
goods into foreign
What did we expect?
markets. Could you
As avid readers of
ask for a more
these reviews will
pointed exposé of
recall, recent
the imbalance of
productions have
the modern British
been unpredictably
economy? But in
varied in style: punfest, political satire, postmodern addition to these political themes, this year there
metafiction, radical minimalism, retro revival... So was also an innovative ecological subplot: when let
we didn’t know what to expect, except a surprise. loose on the Sultana’s island, Tommy the regicidal,
and ultimately genocidal, Cat (Ruby Hart)
This year’s opening song signalled a lack of satirical
demonstrated the devastating effect that
bite: ‘the world’s in a wonderful way.’ Needless to
introduced species can have on native fauna.
say, that was ironical misdirection. Deryck Piper, in
the role of the rapacious Financier Alderman
So this was all very harrowing—the plot, at least.
Fitzwarren, combined a smoothly benign facade
Fortunately, the verve of the performances and the
with complete indifference to good employment
cast’s evident enjoyment raised our spirits. The
practice: he offered a young person a job without
interaction between the heroic, handsome,
checking his qualifications or eligibility to work in
hilarious Captain (Ashley (‘Woof!’) Marshall) and
the UK, offering a shockingly inadequate wage—
his Mate (Janet Lewis) was eye-opening. The
though the glibly self-confident Dick (Ella
dancers, as always, excelled themselves. See below
Dudzinski) turned out to be a shrewd bargainer.
for this year’s award nominations, including what
Fitzwarren then took control of a get-rich-quick
I’m sure will be a long-standing benchmark
scheme, encouraging inexperienced investors to
performance by Pippa Clayton.
risk the loss of their limited savings. Moreover, the
Malcolm Heath

AWARD NOMINATIONS
Best Delivered Double Entendre: Pippa Clayton (Alice)
Best Shakespearian Tragic Actor: Tom Herbert (King Rat).
Best Terrifying Predator: Ruby Hart (Tommy the Cat).
Best Typecast: Deryck (‘Capital! Capital!’) Piper (Alderman Fitzwarren).
2nd Most Attractive Female Role: the seductively alluring Dora (Luke Verrall).
Most Airmiles: David Walls (5000 miles, approx.).
Highest Heels: Janet Lewis (4 inches, approx.).
Best Scenery: the sea (it really rollicked and rolled).
Best Director: well, Bill Simpson (obviously)... but Janet Lewis once again achieved an excellent
proxime accessit.
Best Scriptwriter: Ryan, we miss you!
Best Prompt: uuuuuuuummmmm...
Best Stage Group: St Michael’s, of course!!
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Jews and Romans in the Trial of Jesus
The account of Jesus’ trial, involving first the Jewish authorities
and then the Romans, brings us face to face with the
complexities of power-play within an occupied country. In a
month when we hear about this hasty sequence of events, it is
useful to take a look at the historical context.
The narrative is similar in all four gospels, although there is
some variation in detail. John is unique in making no reference
to the involvement of the Council of the Jews (i.e. the
Sanhedrin); only Luke refers to Pilate’s attempt to pass the
buck by sending Jesus to be judged by Herod, who was in
Jerusalem at the time; only John states that Jesus was first
taken to Annas, the father-in-law of Caiaphas, before being
taken to the High Priest himself. Since Annas was the previous
High Priest, this suggests that he still exercised considerable
authority and that Caiaphas deferred to him. However, neither
had the last word. If what they wanted was Jesus’ death by
crucifixion (used by the Romans for common criminals), they
had to bring the case to the Roman authority - and for this the
backing of the Sanhedrin was needed.
The Sanhedrin was a long-established judicial body which dealt
with legal matters relating to the practice of the Jewish
religion. When originally founded, the High Priest presided, but
after 191 BC the Sanhedrin had its own distinct President. The
Romans, following their usual custom of allowing local
administration to continue,
recognised the Sanhedrin as a
body with which it could do
business. From the Jewish
position Jesus deserved death
because he had blasphemed,
but this religious violation cut
no ice with the Romans; when
making the case to Pilate, the Sanhedrin adapted the way they
framed the charge, insisting that Jesus claimed to be the King
of the Jews. By Roman standards this was treasonous, and in
the context of Judaea inflammatory because the Romans
supported a family of puppet kings (the Herodians) that were
not even of Jewish descent.
It is worth noting also that although the Sanhedrin was
‘allowed’ by the occupying power, the High Priests had become
Roman appointments. Additionally, while the Romans were not
at all squeamish about using crucifixion as the death penalty,
they did not like it when others tried to manoeuvre them into
it to serve local interests. We are dealing here with thoroughly
poisonous politics!
Pilate, as the Procurator of Judaea, was a middle-ranking
functionary, subordinate to the Governor of Syria, so he
wouldn’t have wanted to rock the boat. In any case he was
temporarily in an exposed position, being in Jerusalem with
only a small auxiliary force for the duration of the Passover in
order to forestall trouble at a time of year when Jewish
national feeling ran high. His normal residence was in the
much safer enclave of Herod’s palace on the coast at Caesarea
Maritima, which was then functioning as Judaea’s Roman
capital. It is here, in the 1960s, that archaeologists found what
is so far the only surviving stone inscription bearing Pontius
Pilate’s name.

Joyce Hill
Page 4

News from the Marshalls in Malta
The Food bank

In Headingley

Lent Lunches 2018
Headingley Methodist Church Hall
(Chapel St entrance)
Theme:

Community Matters
Every Friday in March up to Friday 23 March.
Each week there will be local speaker who will
talk about the ethos of their church.
TIME—12.15pm for 12.30pm to 1.30pm
COST—£3
MENU—Soup, Bread, Cheese, Fruit and Tea.
KITCHEN DUTIES—St. Michael's 9 MARCH. St.
Chad's 16 MARCH
If you are if you are willing to help please contact:
Felicity King 2754201 for St Michael's
Dorothy Gazey 2578868 for St Chad's

Leeds & District Association
of the National Trust

The food bank had a
reverse Advent calendar
drive during the run up
to Christmas; we had
done the same in 2016
and had 20 people
participate. But, in
December 2017, we
were overwhelmed by
the support we
received. We had
hundreds of donations
with many schools also
participating. It was
amazing. We are still
sorting through all the
many donations. It is
hard to think that just a
few months ago the
problem was turning
people away because
we had run out of food
and now we have so
much that the problem
is where to store all the food donations. It is a wonderful
problem to have! February is Carnival time; and we still
have extra chocolate from the food drive which we will be
able to give out. It was also a great experience to go
into the schools and speak to the kids about the work of
the food bank and thank them for all the food they had
collected.

God knows the stranger better than we ever will and we
must know them and him! I spoke about my role as the
English classes’ co-ordinator and how (a good)
environment and community are necessary for student
engagement and learning. I also preached about the
imperative of the church to “fish for men” and to see
these same people as those who are being used, abused
and marginalised.

Future work
Doug will be going to the Refugee Highway Partnership
Round Table meeting in The Netherlands this month.
I attend each year and while we have seen growth in
numbers, we are also hoping to see growth in impetus,
energy and vision, needed to take the partnership
forward.
The phrase, ‘become fishers of men’ as used by Mark, has
made a big impact on my life. It is a simple picture, but
the variables, inferences and capacity for misuse are
immense. The image in my mind always had some literal
fishing in it (as you do when you’re a child!) and, of
course, it was people on the end of the line rather than
fish. As adults we see it differently (thankfully) and with
maturity the image changes – we are not the only one’s
fishing for people. Criminal networks also fish for people,
and once caught and used, are thrown back. When
people are desperate they will do anything to survive,
often making bad decisions on the way.
Thank you for all your prayers and support for us; you
are in our prayers.

We held the mission Sunday service at St Andrew’s Scots
Church in Valletta in mid-Jan. It was a great opportunity
for Jacqui to share about the food bank, making the point
that even if sometimes people are difficult to deal with,
we are not called to just serve the pleasant, compliant
and lovable!

Editors Apology:

Tuesday Talks in St Chad’s
Parish Centre

In the February edition in the “Pealing Success” article
“St Michael” was referred to as “St Mike’s” as shown below.
This was not picked up during the edit process and we
sincerely apologise. We would like to assure you will be
vigilant in spotting any errors in the future

Tuesday 13 March
“Albania: A Secret lane revealed”
• Joyce Hill •
Happy fifth Birthday to Chloe, pictured
here with her brother Ethan

Talks begin at 10.30am with coffee served
from 10am.£3.00 per head.
Refreshments available at 50p.
Talks are open to all

Commemorative Edition:
Over the coming weeks we shall be putting together a commemorative edition booklet to celebrate this special time
at St Chads, please make sure you keep an eye out and buy a copy as a wonderful keepsake.
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