
 

Headingley Team Prayer Diary, November 
Starting on Sunday 5 December   

5     A blessing on all gathered for the All Hallows patronal 

6     Tim Ward and the ministry of the St Chad’s Memory Café 

7     For our shared ministry with students  

8     Safekeeping for all walking the Leeds Canal Pilgrimage 

9     For Angela Birkin, Self Supporting Minister at St Michael’s 

10    For all contemplatives, all called to live the solitary life 

11 We pray that our Remembrance Sunday services will go 

well tomorrow  

12    A blessing on our pastoral care and friendly visiting 

 teams, upon all who visit Church members at home 

13    For the preparations for the St Chad’s 150th next year  

14   A blessing upon Claire Davison’s ministry at St Columba’s 

15   For Karen Burgon-Mayne, co-ordinator of the Leeds 

 North East Food Bank, and all the volunteers 

16    Bless all who volunteer at the Real Junk Food Café 

17    Ruth Davany and the team at PAFRAS (Positive Action 

 for Refugees and Asylum Seekers)  

18    Heston’s interfaith work in All Hallows parish  

19   A blessing on William Josef Schmidt, baptised today  

20   (St Edmund) For the witness of the martyrs 

21   At the turning on of the Headingley Lights:   

 Lord, give light in our darkness 

22   (St Cecilia)  For the Choirmasters and choirs   

 at St Michael’s and St Chad’s 

23   We give thanks for the young families who are part of 

 our congregations 

24   For all the local businesses in our parishes 

25   That the Little Sisters of the Poor have a successful 

 Christmas Fair today 

26   A blessing on Anita Shaw in her new role as Leeds Area 

 Environment Champion  

27   A blessing upon all the schools in our parishes 

28   Bless our area Bishop, Paul Slater, Bishop of Kirkstall  

 (stet - formerly Bishop of Richmond) 

29   Bless the ministry of Doug and Jacqui Marshall working    

 with Asylum Seekers in Malta (St Chad’s CMS partners)  

30    Help us, Lord Jesus, to see you in the stranger, the              
 outsider and the unexpected guest 

 

The deadline for articles for the December edition is: 

Monday 20th November 

Please send copy to:                                       
stchadsmagazine@hotmail.co.uk 

St Michael’s Events 
Date Time / venue Event 

 

Tuesday               

21st November 

 

 

17.40 for 18.00   

Outside St 

Michael’s Church 

 

 

Switching on of the Headingley 

Lights. Includes Carol singing 

with Shire Oak School & a band                          

 

Monday           

25th November 

 

14.00                       
Mount St Joseph, 

Shire Oak Road 

 

Little Sisters of the Poor holding 

their “Christmas Fair”                         

in aid of new Water Tanks  

 

Sunday               

3rd December 

15.45 

Wheatfields     

Hospice 

 

Wheatfields                                    

Lights of Love service 

 

Saturday                   

9th December 

 

10.00                      

Outside the Arc 

11.00                          

Arndale Centre  

 

Carol Singing at Headingley       

Farmers’  Market - followed by 

Carol Singing outside the Arndale 

Centre at 11am 
 

Thursday                 

14th December 

 

19.00                         

The Skyrack pub 

 

Carol Singing at the Skyrack 

St Chad’s Events 

Saturday             

11th November  

Leeds Symphony 

Orchestra 

 

19.30                           

St Chad’s      

Church 

 

Weber Overture: Oberon, Lalo  

Rapsodie Norvegienne, Ben Munro 

The Chase, Elgar Cello Concerto, 

and Brahms Symphony No.2 in D  

 

Saturday            

9th  December  

Leeds Festival 

Chorus 

 

19.30      

Leeds Town Hall 

 

‘Festive Box of Delights’                      

Works by Verdi, Tchaikovsky, Bach, 

Puccini and Cole Porter.                    

With Orchestra of Opera North. 

Sunday                        

10th December 

15.00                   

St Chad’s Church 
Wheatfields                                      

Lights of Love Service 

Representing St Michael’s Headingley 

and St Chad’s Far Headingley 

 November 2017 60p 

Green Champions announced 

The winners of the Church Times Green Church Awards 
were announced at a ceremony at Lambeth Palace on 
Monday 16

th
 October. The ecumenical awards, which 

were last held ten years ago, attracted 117 entries in 
five categories. Winning entries included a church in 
County Durham that has involved over 1000 young  
people in guerrilla gardening and a church in South  
London building a church hall made out of straw bales. 
The awards were organised by the Church Times in 
partnership with the Church of England’s national          
environment programme, “Shrinking the Footprint”. 

 

 

 

Photo of the Green Champions outside Lambeth Palace with Nick 
Holtam, Bishop of Salisbury. Photo credit: K T Bruce / Church Times 

 

Unlike the other four categories where one Award was 
given, the Green Champion Award was shared equally 
by all those shortlisted as the judges found it impossible 
to decide between them. 
 

In a message to the finalists, the Archbishop of Canter-
bury, Justin Welby, said: “Responding to climate change 
is an essential part of our responsibility to safeguard 
God’s creation.  Meanwhile, to love our neighbour -    
particularly, in this case, our neighbour whom we may 
never meet but who lives daily with the profound threat 
posed by this moral crisis - is at the core of what it is to 
follow Jesus Christ. The dedication of those shortlisted 
for the Green Church awards is extraordinary and their 
recognition well deserved.” 

 

Many congratulations 
to Suzanne Dalton,  
former head of the St 
Chad’s Green team, 
for this wonderful 
achievement, awarded 
for her work when she 
was at St Chad’s. 

 

 

Suzanne writes: Mike and I spent a most enjoyable time 
at Lambeth Palace for the Church Times Green Award 
ceremony.  Thank you for nominating me as the Green 
Champion.  It was the biggest surprise of my life when I 
heard that I had been short-listed - it was incredibly kind 
of you to do this.  I know how much time and effort goes 
into these submissions, so many, many  thanks for this. 
 

The Award Ceremony was held in the large hall at Lam-
beth Palace, a most splendid room. The Bishop of Salis-
bury chaired the proceedings and steadily went through 
the various categories. One of each short-listed re-
ceived the Award. Eventually to Green Champion - the 
list of achievements for every nominee was read out. To 
our amazement, the Bishop said they couldn't choose 
between those on the short list, so we were all winners. 
That was the second biggest surprise of my life. 
 

I now have a magnificent framed certificate. Again, big 
surprise - each winner received £200 [Suzanne has 
kindly given this to the St Chad’s Green Team. Ed].       
It would be good if this money could be spent on some 
"Green" project in the churchyard or church. 
 

Mike and I took lots of photos, and we were able, after 
lunch, to walk round the lovely Palace Gardens. This 
was before the wind really blew up and darkened the 
sky as if we were having an eclipse.  Mike gave me 
news of St Chad's - I hope the Environment Service 
went well - and I wish you well in future endeavours. 
Here our local church has just signed up for Eco-church, 
but no one has come forward to act as leader for the 
group. There are some keen and competent people, it 
just needs organising. Obviously I will do all I can to 
support the group.   

Suzanne and Mike Willison with the Green Champion Award.           
Photo credit: K T Bruce / Church Times  

Suzanne (far right) with four of the other  

finalists. Photo credit: Mike Willison 

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=https://ediblematters.files.wordpress.com/2013/12/images.jpg&imgrefurl=https://ediblematters.wordpress.com/2013/12/13/profiling-the-ethical-consumer-part-1/&h=206&w=244&tbnid=JwVZq-3xqS47cM:&docid=4oJk9bWG6tPYIM&ei=3
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAgQjRwwAGoVChMI74Tm5cTvxgIVaPxyCh13dw2a&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.snipview.com%2Fq%2FSt_Chad's_Church%2C_Far_Headingley&ei=qPevVe-QKej4ywP37rXQCQ&psig=AFQjCNF6biJBeN4yriLGyQY3cWIg2hyxcQ&u


Church Diary, November 2017 

Date Time Services 

Sunday 5th 
 

All Saints  

 

4th Sunday    

Before Advent 

8:00am 

9:30am 

 
 

 

12noon 

6:30pm 

Holy Communion at St Chad’s 

All Hallows Patronal Festival 

NB No 9.30 communion at St Chad’s 

or 10am Eucharist at St Michael’s 

Holy Communion at St Michael’s 

Evensong at St Chad’s 

All Souls service at St Michaels 

Sunday 12th 
 

Remembrance  

Sunday     
   
 

3rd Sunday   

Before Advent 
 

 

8:00am 

9.30am 

10:00am 

11:00am 

 

12noon 

6:30pm 

Holy Communion at St Chad’s 

Parish Communion at St Chad’s  

Parish Eucharist at St Michael’s 

Both services followed by an Act of 

Remembrance at the War Memorial 

Holy Communion at St Michael’s 

Evensong at both churches 

Sunday 19th 
 
 

Trinity 23 

2nd Sunday   

Before Advent 

8:00am 

9:30am 

10:00am 

12noon 

6:30pm 

Holy Communion at St Chad’s 

Parish Communion at St Chad’s 

Parish Eucharist at St Michael’s 

Holy Communion at St Michael’s 

Evensong at both churches  

Sunday 26th 
 

Christ              

the King 

Sunday next 

before Advent 

8:00am 

9:30am 

10:00am 

11.30am 

12noon 

6:30pm 

Holy Communion at St Chad’s 

Parish Communion at St Chad’s 

Parish Eucharist at St Michael’s 

Baptism at St Chad’s 

Holy Communion at St Michael’s 

Evensong at both churches  

Sunday 3rd 

December 
 

Advent             

Sunday 

8:00am 

9:30am 

10:00am 

12noon 

6:30pm 

Holy Communion at St Chad’s 

Parish Communion at St Chad’s                               

Parish Eucharist at St Michael’s 

Holy Communion at St Michael’s 

Advent Carol service at both churches  

The Leeds & District Association of the National Trust 

Tuesday Talks in St Chad’s Parish Centre 

Talks begin at 10.30am with coffee etc. served from 10am. 

14 November “A journey along the Leeds/Liverpool canal” with Alan 
Pugh   The canal has recently had a bicentennial celebration. Alan, a popu-

lar local speaker is a former teacher and Leeds Guide and is Chair of the 
Friends of Beckett Street Cemetery. 

5 December “Women at War – Barnbow” with Jackie Lawrence Jackie is 
the Meetings and Events Organiser for the East Leeds History and Archae-
ology Society. The talk is about the local munition workers who did their 

dangerous but essential work to supply the WW1 troops. 

Talks are open to all - one does not need to be a member of the 
Leeds Association or the National Trust 

£3.00 per head. Refreshments available at 50p. 

The Five Hundredth Anniversary of  

Luther’s Ninety-Five Theses 

This year marks the five-hundredth anniversary of Luther’s 
Ninety-Five Theses, traditionally regarded as initiating the 
Reformation. It was on 31 October 1517 that this list of propo-
sitions for academic debate (the ‘theses’) was sent by Luther, 
along with a covering letter, to Albrecht, Archbishop of Mainz. 
More dramatically, Luther is also supposed to have nailed a 
copy of them to the door of the castle church in Wittenberg, 
acting in his capacity as doctor of theology and professor at 
Wittenberg’s still quite new university, founded by Frederick of 
Saxony as recently as 1502. I say ‘supposed to have nailed’ be-
cause it is quite likely that if he did indeed nail a copy on the 
church door (the normal way of announcing theses for aca-
demic debate) this may in fact never have been done at all. 
Still, it makes for a vivid scene and was often illustrated in the 
art promoting the Reformation.  

Sending a copy to the Archbishop with an accompanying letter 
— which certainly did happen — was perhaps too mundane a 
detail to convey the significance of the moment when the story 
of Luther’s part in the Reformation came to be told in later 
years. Luther always claimed that the theses were never meant 
to bring about a split within the church, but the challenge that 
they expressed quite quickly spiralled into a theological revolu-
tion that tore Europe apart. 

At the heart of it all was Luther’s developing theology of salva-
tion, which he had been pondering for some years, through his 
study, since 1515, of the Epistle to the Romans. The surviving 
lecture notes from his courses on Romans, and also on the 
Psalms, show his growing conviction that Christians are justi-
fied by faith, that all righteousness comes from God, and that it 

is Scripture that reveals 
all we need to know 
about our faith. Within 
this lay a fundamental 
challenge to the 
church’s claim to have 
the authority to medi-
ate between man and 
God and it posed some 
profound questions 

about established religious practices, including the saying of 
prayers and masses to influence what happened to the dead in 
Purgatory, not to mention the doctrine of Purgatory itself.  

What brought matters to a head was a sale of indulgences, 
backed by Pope Leo X, to raise money to complete the rebuild-
ing of St Peter’s Basilica in Rome. Luther was not alone in 
thinking that such a ‘sale’ of divine grace (money in return for 
being let off years in Purgatory) was a vulgar commercialisation 
needing urgent reform. But in his case it played into his radical 
insights on the theology of salvation, and so he drew up the 
now-famous list of ninety-five theses covering the whole range 
of issues he was grappling with, and sent them to Albrecht, 
who happened to be his own Archbishop.  

Although Luther’s status meant that he was entitled to initiate 
public academic debate - and indeed had done so on earlier 
occasions - powerful churchmen responded in a heavy-handed 
way to this particular set of theses. Each side then pushed the 
other into increasingly entrenched positions. Luther became 
more and more of a rebel, and so the Reformation took hold, 
whatever his real motives may have been on that fateful Octo-
ber day five hundred years ago. 

Joyce Hill 

That was the Church... 

I recently devoured this book co-written by Andrew Brown and Linda Woodhead - who is giving 

the Hook lecture this year (see poster below), subtitled “How the Church of England lost the Eng-

lish people”. It sticks to the latter remit well, looking at changes in the CofE in the last four dec-

ades which resulted in its disappearance from the centre of public life and the loss of more than 

half its members. Notably at the start of the Decade of Evangelism, Sunday attendance was 

969,000 - at its close it had fallen to 810,400. The consideration of the Carey years (“Carey and 

Managerial Voodoo”) was a depressing but well written read. The following extract from the book 

responds to the question ‘How might the Church survive, even grow…?’. 

“One approach would be to turn the Church into a full-hearted congregational arrangement with 

no ties to the wider, indifferent society around it. This would follow the logic of disestablishment. 

The Church would become one voluntary society among many, growing where it could be strong, 

pulling back from markets where it had no chance of success. But without anchoring in the histo-

ry of a wider community the Church of England would wither to become a marginal denomination. The spiritual energies of 

the nation would be diverted even more decisively into quite different channels. 

A second approach might be to try to turn the Church into a single organisation, capable of          

working towards defined worldly goals. There are leaders who decide what should be done and  

followers, hierarchically arranged, who do it. It is financed by laypeople whose money is harvested 

by a caste of worker drone priests. It may be possible to produce a disciplined and obedient            

priesthood, fearful of the sack. It would certainly be possible to promote as bishops the most          

talented middle managers and let them manage middlingly. But the Church would be no more            

than a business run by clerical executives. 

Though both of these approaches are doomed to failure, both of them grow out of real problems.  Neither approach takes 

seriously the fact that Church decline is largely the result of young people ceasing to follow their parents into the pew, or 

thinks hard about how children can become Christians. Neither addresses the vast, life-giving penumbra of the Church: the 

people who want its services only occasionally. If they can see why the Church exists for them once again, they may well 

be persuaded to encourage their children that it’s worthwhile, and help pay for it.” 

That Was The Church That Was by Andrew Brown and Linda Woodhead (Bloomsbury, 2016) £16.99.                                      



After 51 years as Box Holder’s Secretary for the          

Children’s Society at St Michael’s I am handing over to: 
 

Jan Kramer 

11 Trenic Drive 

Leeds LS6 3DJ 

Tel: 226 4610 
 

Many thanks to all who supported the C.S. in the past 

and hope you will continue to do so with Jan. 

Best wishes, Alice Smithson 

 

My apologies that this information did not make it into 

the previous edition of the joint parish newsletter. Ed. 
 

Also my apologies that the sermon on angels “I believe 

in angels” in the October edition was not attributed. 

The sermon was given by the Archdeacon of Leeds, the  

Venerable Paul Ayers, at the St Michael’s Patronal. Ed. 

St Chad’s Mothers’ Union News 

NEXT KNIT AND NATTER  
Tuesday 7 November at 7.30 in the bar area                                   

of St Chad’s  parish centre. Tea & coffee available £1. 
  

Our monthly meeting is on  9th November led by         

Revd Heston Groenewald. Heston is speaking about life             
at All Hallows. We meet at 2pm in the parish centre.  

 

Leeds Area MU are now supporting the Leeds Baby Bank so 
if any one has spare baby items please see Elizabeth. 

Preferably new items, e.g. Baby shampoo, nappies, etc. 
 

WOMEN’S WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 
At Headingley St Columba on Friday 10 November 10-2pm. 

Please bring a packed lunch. Cost £3, or £5 on the day.       
This year’s service ‘ALL GOD’S CREATION IS VERY GOOD’       
has been prepared by Christian Women from Suriname. 

 

Advance Notice for next month’s Knit & Natter: 
Tuesday 5th December at 7.30pm  

 

Contact Elizabeth for more information: 

P — 278 7990         
E —  elizabetheden9@gmail.com  

 

 

 

 

will perform 

 

Lead Kindly Light: Music for Remembrance, 

Peace and Reconciliation 

  

TUESDAY 14TH NOVEMBER 2017 7.30pm 

St Margaret’s Church, Horsforth LS18 5LA 

  

with music by Goodal, Gjeilo, Handel              

and Stroope 

  

and with special guests 

LEEDS YOUTH CHOIR 

  

Tickets available on the door.  

For more information please email:  

info@horsforthchoralsociety.co.uk 

  

Adults: £8.00, Students: £5, Children (U18) FREE 

Baptisms 

22nd October Sophia Maar  (at St Michael’s) 

Evie Olivia-Rose Booth  (at St Chad’s) 

 

Funerals 

26th October    George Neville Verity  (at St Chad’s) 

 

 

News from St Michael’s Green Group 

Back in March this year, St Michael’s heard the fantastic news that it had been 
successful in achieving its first Silver Eco-Church award from A Rocha UK. A Rocha 
UK is a Christian charity working for the protection and restoration of the natural 
world. They facilitate the Eco-church scheme, designed to help churches to care 
for creation. The award was officially presented during an environment-themed 
service by Jemima Parker, Diocesan Environment Officer, in September. 

St Michael’s has a strong environmental ethos. The formation of the Green Group 
in 2014 has helped to push the environmental agenda forward. To get the award 
churches have to show environmental commitment in 5 categories. St Michael’s 
demonstrated achievement in all of these by: purchasing bibles rather than 
printing readings; using paper cups rather than polystyrene; using environmental 
liturgy; replacing paper towels with energy efficient hand driers; installing LED 
light bulbs. In the churchyard we have bird boxes and created an impressive bug 
hotel, but that got stolen. Vandalism is an issue in the churchyard, but we won’t 
let that hold back the good work! This year we sold vegetable seedlings to raise 
money for the international sanitation charity ‘Toilet Twinning’. The Scouts 
helped to sell some plants too. St Michael’s also takes part in national campaigns 
and spent a day planting 300 saplings with TCV in May – great fun! 

We will continue to help St Michael’s and the wider community become more                   
sustainable in the years to come. In June Diocesan Synod adopted the Diocesan                 
Environment Policy and started the process of becoming an Eco Diocese, further                     
emphasising the importance of the work done at a local level at St Chad’s and                            
St Michael’s in protecting the environment. We are very fortunate to have both                   
churches in the Team committed to environmental issues and with both holding Silver  
Eco-Church awards, we must be walking in the right direction. If you have a suggestion    
of how we can be more environmentally friendly at St Michael’s, please let us know. 

I’ll finish by congratulating two key people: Suzanne Dalton, former Chair of St Chad’s 
Green Team, for winning the Church Times ‘Green Champion Award’ acknowledging all 
the achievements the Green Team had made under her guidance. Also Anita Shaw,    
member of St Michael’s Green Group, who has recently taken up position as the Area    
Environment Champion for the Leeds area. Anita will be supporting congregations in 
Leeds to share good practice in environmental stewardship working through ecumenical, 
interfaith and community partnerships and initiatives. Well done to them both!        

Luke Verrall, St Michael’s Green Team 

Pictured (left to right): Deryck Piper, Morris King, Jemima Parker, Tony 

Whatmough, Luke Verrall (kneeling), Anita Shaw, Bob Shaw, Felicity King 

A Matter of Luck! 

Last week I was with friends in Derbyshire. The weather was changeable but we had a “people carrier” and a bit of weather never hurt      

anyone. Everywhere there were parties of teenagers, all carrying their belongings in big black and orange covers. Never mind the weather, 

even strangers smiled. We thought they may have been doing something towards a Duke of Edinburgh award. 

Come Monday we went to the village of Eyam – the plague village. First to the Church which was full of baskets of vegetables, gourds,      

apples, wheat and such beautiful flowers for the Harvest festival. Then to a café for ‘elevenses’ – very charming and pretty. We were gently 

informed that the “coffee maker” was a bit slow that morning – man or machine? No matter, the sun was shining – and then we visited the 

plague cottages! All had beautiful gardens and neat plaques giving the names of those who had perished there. 

The year was 1665, the month was September. London was suffering greatly from the plague. A travelling tailor 

brought the plague to Eyam with his goods and his fleas! The Rector of the Church and a non-conformist col-

league persuaded the villagers to isolate the village to prevent the plague from spreading. Neighbouring villag-

ers left food on the ring of stones around the village and money was left for them, steeped in vinegar. 

The plague ‘died’ in winter, 15 months after the first death. It took 260 people out of the 700 living there and 

many a family was decimated. 

The song “Ring a ring of roses” was so named because of the signs of the plague on the bodies of the victims. The posies were little bunches 

of flowers that might have warded off the disease – they did not! 

Ring a ring of roses, a pocket full of posies, 

Atichoo, Atichoo! We all fall down. 
 

This brings to mind the fear and suffering caused by the Ebola outbreak. We are so lucky to be living in our beautiful country!                                                      

Valerie Law 

Join “Green Christian”!                                                       

£30 standard rate (Low income £12);                           

£40 for joint membership, family, corporate 

www.greenchristian.org.uk 
0845 459 8460 

97 Plumpton Avenue, Hornchurch RM12 6BB   

Church membership fees to the Green Christian 

membership secretary: 

Flat 1 St James Terrace, Buxton, Derbs SK17 6HS 

mailto:elizabetheden9@gmail.com
http://www.greenchristian.org.uk


Book Review 
 

Of all the tasks we do in church, leading 
the intercessions can be one of the most 
difficult. This book Crafting Prayers for 
Public Worship is a good guide to how we 
might go about it. 
 

Sam Wells is Vicar of St Martin’s in the 
Fields, London. He outlines the traps that 
we can fall into: telling God what he         
already knows but might have forgotten; 
telling God what he ought to be doing 
about the world; giving a correction to the sermon that has just 
been heard, or leading a ‘Cook’s Tour of the Trouble Spots of the 
World,’ as one friend once put it. 
 

He also cautions against being too trendy in the prayers. If peo-
ple don’t know what is happening next, or if the response to the 
prayers is unfamiliar and too complicated, it takes the focus 
away from God and people flounder rather than pray. There is a 
lot to be said for the Anglican convention of the Church, the 
World, the Sick and the Departed as a basis for our common 
prayer. 
 

But that doesn’t mean we can’t innovate. He suggests that using 
familiar verses from a well-known hymn, especially one that has 
been sung in the service, can often act as a good springboard for 
prayer, and these familiar words can often enable our prayers to 
take flight. He also suggests space for silence for our individual 
prayers is important in both collective as well as personal prayer. 
 

Sam Wells also places a great emphasis on preparation. Sponta-
neous, informal prayer is of course not excluded, but it can often 
lead to predictable formulas which don’t release the spirit in 
public prayer. There is no reason why the Holy Spirit can’t inspire 
us when preparing our prayers at home as well as when we are 
on our feet in church. The final section of the book has examples 
of prayers for the different seasons of the year, and this is help-
ful in demonstrating what is possible. 
 

Highly recommended. I am prepared to lend my copy by ar-
rangement with Securicor … 

Tony Whatmough 

Bird of the month: White throat [Warbler] 

G.D. spotted one in her garden re-

cently - on the way to the Sahara, I 

guess. The male has a grey head, 

white throat and a “beautiful, pinkish 

wash across its breast”. The females 

are plainer. Their voice is a “vigorous 

scratchy warble”. We saw them in the 

Dales. They rest in hedgerows, scrub and woodland edge. We 

had nuthatches, tits, dunnocks, robins, etc around our garden 

but all is quiet at the moment. AD saw a hedgehog (once) and I 

saw a male fox (once).  

Jenny Wren 

The Bench 

He arrived at his favourite park bench only to find a woman sitting on it. 

She was emptying crumbs from a paper bag for the birds and he knew 

she’d leave soon. He stood in the shadows watching her.  

She folded the bag and put it in her shopping bag. 

“Come on, come on!” he muttered, “Hurry up and go.” 

At last she got up and walked away. 

“About time,” he sighed as he sat down. 

He’d been coming here for years, so many years that he’d lost count.     

Ever since she’d dumped him, here at this bench, their bench.  

His fiancé, his only love. There had never been anyone else and there never would be, not now.  

He’d never asked why she was dumping him. It didn’t really matter. He just hoped she’d found happiness.  

That was all he really cared about. He sat there for some time thinking sadly about the past. 

Suddenly he heard voices and, looking up, he saw a young couple approaching.  

Knowing they would be scared if they saw him, as most people were these days, he slowly and quietly faded away 

and was quite gone when the couple sat down. 

“Oh!” exclaimed the woman, “Isn’t this the haunted bench?”                                                                      Lorraine Banning 

 

Lorraine’s new collection of short stories, “A Garland of Stories”, will be published soon to raise funds to enable           

St Chad’s to pay our parish share. Price: £5—a bargain! Pre-order your copies now ... ideal Christmas presents.                   

[After a 15% increase this year, the St Chad’s parish share will go up again by 10% in 2018 to £126,934].  


