Headingley Team Prayer Diary for October

First Complete Printed Bible in English

1 For Tony and Tom and Heston in their leadership and ministry

2017 is the 500th anniversary of Luther’s ninety-five theses,
traditionally seen as the starting point of the Reformation.
One of the Reformation’s fundamental features was the
printing of Bibles in the language of the people, so that anyone who could read could study Scripture for themselves, and
anyone who could not do so would be able to hear the word
of God if someone read it to them. Neither of these things
was possible when the standard Bible was in Latin. This month
I thought I would write about the circumstances under which
Miles Coverdale produced the first complete Bible in English.

2 For all who receive communion at home at St Michael’s
3 Teach us, Lord, to discover the worth of each living thing, and
to reflect on our place in the cycle of life
4 The Marshall Family in Malta - Doug, Jacqui, Ethan and Chloe
5
We lift all those who feel forgotten and overlooked to the
Lord today
6 The All Hallows Real Junk Food Café - “Rainbow Junk-tion”
7
Help us, Lord Jesus, to see where we have turned away
from you, and then show us how to turn back
8

Our Harvest festival services today at all three Churches

9 The challenge Archdeacon Paul gave us - to “be an angel”
- to communicate and, if necessary, confront
10 All those rebuilding lives after the storms in the Caribbean
11 St Chad’s Memory Café—for Tim Ward and the volunteers
12 All Hallows: “For our Muslim and Hindu neighbours, and our
interfaith work in Hyde Park and wider Leeds”
13 For St Chad’s plans to celebrate 150th anniversary next year
14 We pray for the ministry of Pastor Libby and Pastor Mark at
St Luke’s Lutheran Church
15 St Michael’s charity of the month, Macmillan Cancer support
16 All Hallows: our community work with the Universities and
Hyde Park students
17 Give thanks that Suzanne Dalton has been shortlisted to be
a Green Champion for Eco Church award - results this week...
18

All those affected by the recent earthquakes in Mexico

19 All Hallows—the mammoth task of raising funds to replace
the Church roof
20

For Bishop Nick and family, remembering his father Frank

21

St Michael’s PCC and Churchwardens, Ann and Rebecca

22 For all those affected by the flooding in our world, in India
and Nepal and Bangladesh, in South America, in Sierra Leone
23

The work of the St Chad’s Outreach Committee

24 The Landlords of all the pubs in Headingley, Far Headingley,
and Hyde Park
25

Our witness amongst LGBT+ Christians and non-Christians

26 We pray for the Little Sisters of the Poor and for all
residents at Mount St Joseph
27

St Michael’s: for those who work in the parish office

Coverdale was ordained in 1514 and joined the Augustinian
friars in Cambridge, where he was influenced by the prior,
Richard Barnes, an enthusiast for reform. His extreme position
led to his being summoned before Wolsey in 1526, when Coverdale was one of Barnes’ supporters. Coverdale, known for
preaching against confession and images, took refuge in Antwerp, and there he produced the first complete English Bible.
This was printed in 1535.
Some of the text was translated from the Latin Bible, but he
also drew on the German Bible recently produced by Martin
Luther, and incorporated the books that William Tyndale had
already translated into English during his exile in Europe. The
Tyndale books were the New Testament, the Pentateuch
(Genesis, Exodus, Deuteronomy, Leviticus and Numbers) and
the Book of Jonah. Coverdale’s translation of the Psalms is the
version of the Psalms that was later incorporated into the
Book of Common Prayer - which is why the wording of the
BCP Psalms differs from what we find in the King James Bible.
Following the 1535 edition, Coverdale was much involved with
several other English Bibles preceding the Authorised Version:
notably Matthew’s Bible, the Great Bible and the Geneva Bible. Matthew’s Bible (1537) was
dedicated to Henry VIII, who licensed it for general reading. More
significant was the Great Bible, the
edition that Thomas Cromwell ordered to be set up in every parish
church, issued in 1539. The Geneva
Bible (1559) was produced by a
group of scholars in Geneva, including Coverdale. It was the first English edition to divide the text into
numbered verses.
Coverdale was briefly in England in 1539 but was back on the
continent from 1540-48. He was Bishop of Exeter from 154853, almost the whole of Edward VI’s reign, when a more Calvinist regime prevailed, but he went into exile for a third time
in the reign of Mary (1553-58), when Catholicism was reestablished. When he returned in 1559, he assisted at the
consecration of Archbishop Matthew Parker, Elizabeth I’s great
Archbishop, and for the rest of his life was a leader of the Puritan party. He died in 1568, aged 80.

28 All residents at Victoria Court, Headingley Hall, Grove
Court, Grove Park, St Chad’s Court, and Orchard Court
29

For all those who receive communion at home at St Chad’s

30

For Angela our Curate, and for her ministry among us

31 For All Hallows on their Patronal Festival – for fun
and fellowship as we celebrate it together

Joyce Hill
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I believe in angels
Do we believe in angels? One of my teachers at university said, ‘Why not? Why should we assume that
we are the highest or only intelligent form of life that
God has created?’ That doesn’t settle what the Bible
means by angels, but we can at least say that they
are portrayed as holy beings, spiritual servants of
God. Two functions of angels strike me: they are
about communication and about confrontation.

Confrontation – Michael in the Book of Revelation
is a warrior. The OT refers to angels as sabbaoth –
the ‘hosts’, the army of God. Angels are portrayed as
fighting against the enemies of God and his saints.

John the author of Revelation was helping the struggling saints to know why they were up against so
much violence and abuse. We might well think that if
the cross and resurrection have overcome sin and
Communication – Jacob’s ladder is a vision of com- death, why is there still so much
munication between earth and heaven. The word an- sin and death? John says that he
gel means messenger. There are occasions when
saw Satan defeated in heaven,
it’s ambiguous whether the messenger is human or
being cast down to earth with his
divine (a pre-incarnation appearance of God the
angels. The decisive blow has
Son). But messengers there certainly are.
been struck but there is still a spiritual battle going on.
We believe in a God who speaks, by his Spirit, by
his angels, his messengers – through his prophets,
It is striking in the film The Gospel of John (2003) and ultimately through his Son, the Word made
based only on the words of the Gospel - that Jesus
flesh. John tells us that Jesus ap- spends most of his time in confrontation, surrounded
propriated to himself the image of by angry opponents, not giving ground. And the only
Jacob’s ladder. “You shall see…
sword he had was his word. Hebrews 4:12-13 says,
the angels of God ascending and “The word of God is living and active, sharper than
descending upon the Son of
any two-edged sword. Before him no creature is hidMan” (John 1:51) – i.e. I am the
den, but all are naked and laid bare to the eyes of
ladder, I am the communication
the one to whom we must render an account”.
between heaven and earth, beIn Revelation 1 John saw Jesus with a sharp twotween God and man. That means
“How to meet an Angel”
edged sword. Where does it come from? Out of his
Maarten Brante, Amsterdam revelation is real (descending),
mouth – it is his word. We read elsewhere that “the
and prayer is real (ascending).
Lord Jesus will destroy his enemies by the breath of
Incidentally, that’s why we trust the Bible – the OT
his mouth” (2 Thess 2:8), i.e. his word . In the same
which Jesus endorsed and the NT which he commis- way, his messengers today cannot spread his messioned. Our faith is a matter of revelation, God
sage by the sword, but by the word.
speaking to us things which we could not otherwise
Both these things, communication and confrontation
figure out for ourselves. Like Jacob, who wrestled
- functions of angels - came together in the one who
with God’s messenger at Jabbok, we wrestle with it
is not an angel, a created being, but the Son, the
to understand what it means, but we are not so arroCreator himself who stepped into his own creation,
gant as to set it aside as if we know better.
Jesus Christ – supremely in the cross and resurrection. Hebrews 1 says he is as much superior to the
The people of Headingley need the communication
angels as the name he has inherited is superior to
of God. They need to hear the good news of Jesus
theirs. Yet for a while [he] was made lower than the
Christ. Bishop Nick frequently refers to the saying
angels… in his incarnation and death (Heb 2:9).
spuriously attributed to St Francis, ‘Preach the gospel by all means, and use words if you have to’.
Communication and confrontation led to crucifixion…
There is no evidence that Francis ever said this, and
As he communicated the words of the Kingdom,
if he did he was wrong! After all, what was Francis?
Jesus confronted the kingdoms of this world, and
A preacher. And so was Jesus. The Word of God bethey conspired to crucify him – and God raised him
came flesh, and we know about this and understand
from the dead.
it through the words of his messengers.
(Continued on next page)
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Date
So … be an angel. People still say that, don’t they?
‘Be an angel, put the kettle on.’ ‘Be an angel, give me
a lift to the station.’ ‘I know it’s Friday tea time, but, be
an angel, have this pile of work done for me by Monday morning!’ Well, I want to say, be an angel, be a
messenger of God, be a servant of the Lord Jesus
Christ. Be an angel, be a means of communication
and confrontation.
Have the nerve to speak up for Jesus in this world. I
have to tell you, it’s pretty easy to do that up here in a
pulpit; you’d be surprised if I didn’t. It’s much easier
to avoid it out in the world, where 90% of you spend
90% of your time. I always think it’s a very ‘vicar’
thing to say, ‘We need to get out there! The Church
needs to get out beyond the walls of the church and
into the world!’ You are out there all the time. But out
there, are you being an angel...?
It is easy to hold back because we think that communication will lead to confrontation: if I try to speak out
for Jesus, it will provoke an argument – and I won’t
know what to say. I am really good at not speaking
up for Jesus! Some theological traditions even try to
make a virtue of not speaking about Jesus. But just
think, how would you know about Jesus unless
someone had told you? So be an angel. That means
clarity of communication, understanding our own faith
and the broad story of the Bible well enough to be
able to put it simply to others. One of the best ways
to learn how to speak about Jesus is in small groups,
cell groups, house groups, where you can practice in
a friendly environment.
It also means courageous confrontation – with everything that is false, cruel and brutal in our world. We
need to remember that the Lord of
Hosts is with us. And remember what
Jesus said to his ‘angels’- his apostles
- when he sent them out to confront
Israel with the good news: when they
hand you over, do not worry about
how you are to speak or what you are
to say; for what you are to say will be
given to you at that time; for it is not you who speak,
but the Spirit of your Father speaking through you.
I remember the late, great John Stott saying, “every
time we speak to someone about Jesus and his way,
remember that their conscience is on your side”. The
Spirit is speaking to you and to them.
So be an angel,
communicate and, if necessary, confront,
in the name of Jesus. Amen.

Time

Sunday 1st 8:00am
9:30am
Trinity 16
10:00am
12noon
6:30pm
Sunday 8th 8:00am
10:00am
Trinity 17
11:00am

Sunday 15th
Trinity 18

12noon
6:30pm
8:00am
9:30am
10:00am
12noon
6:30pm

Sunday 22nd 8:00am
9:30am
Trinity 19
10:00am
12noon
6:30pm
Sunday 29th 8:00am
9:30am
Bible Sunday
10:00am
All Saints
6:30pm

Services
Holy Communion at St Chad’s
Parish Communion at St Chad’s
with ministry of healing
Parish Communion at St Michael’s
Holy Communion at St Michael’s
Sung Evensong at both churches
(ministry of healing at St Michaels)
Holy Communion at St Chad’s
All age Eucharist at St Michael’s
Harvest Festival (Parish Praise) at St
Chad’s, followed by a bring and share
lunch (N.B. no 9.30am service today)
Holy Communion at St Michael’s
Sung Evensong at both churches
Holy Communion at St Chad’s
Parish Communion at St Chad’s
Parish Communion at St Michael’s
Holy Communion at St Michael’s
Sung Evensong at both churches
Holy Communion at St Chad’s
Parish Communion at St Chad’s
with baptism
Parish Communion at St Michael’s
with baptism
Holy Communion at St Michael’s
Sung Evensong at both churches
Holy Communion at St Chad’s
Parish Communion at St Chad’s
Parish Communion at St Michael’s
Holy Communion at St Michael’s
Sung Evensong at both churches

Leeds & District Association
of the National Trust
Tuesday Talks in St Chad’s Parish Centre
Talks begin at 10.30am - coffee etc. served from 10am.

10 October
“1000 years of the English language”
with Malcolm Johnson
Malcolm is a former English teacher
and popular speaker.
Talks are open to all - one does not need to be a member
of the Leeds Association or the National Trust
£3.00 per head. Refreshments available at 50p.

Reflections in the Season of Creation
We live at a time dominated by extreme weather in
many different parts of the world. High temperatures
and wild fires in Europe, tropical storms and hurricanes
bringing destruction from high winds and flooding in the
Caribbean, the USA and Asia.
In addition, we read or hear news reports of damage to
the environment and the destruction of habitats of large
numbers of plants, insects, birds, reptiles, and mammals.
There doesn't seem to be much to celebrate does there?
Rather it’s easy to feel despondent, even despairing.
What can we do? How can we make a difference?
Thankfully this Eucharist, this service of praise and
thanksgiving, picks us up, dusts us off and sends us out
equipped to play our part in God’s mission to the world.
We have confessed our sins towards God’s creation; we can
feel the lightness of putting that
weight down. Perhaps we can
contemplate taking on a more
positive burden, for God and
the Kingdom?
In Exodus 14 we hear one of the greatest stories ever
told, of liberation from slavery of a people by God. A story which can, if we let it, challenge us to consider whether we are willing to follow the redeemer and sustainer of
all there has been, or whether we are going to follow the
Pharaohs who enslave and abuse God’s creation. It challenges us to think about what following our liberator God
means for our attitude to environmental issues.
It is a temptation to judge our efforts on environmental
issues as poor compared to the efforts of others, or the
efforts of others as poor compared to ours. St Paul in his
letter to the Romans tells us that we are not to judge, for
we are all accountable to God alone. God knows our individual circumstances, our strengths and our weaknesses,
and loves us for who we are. We are to encourage each
other so that as a Christian community we serve God to
the best of our ability.
I have been fortunate to hear Ruth
Valerio from A Rocha speak, and was
greatly encouraged by her affirmation
of the value of small steps to protect
the environment. Lots of people taking small steps can make a huge difference. Is there a
small step that each of us can take?
In Matthew’s Gospel Jesus tells his gloriously hyperbolic,
over the top parable of the compassion of God. The
money owed by the slave to the king in the parable is
huge, he owed trillions of pounds. He is never going to
be able to pay the king back. The King could take his revenge but shows compassion and forgives the debt.

When we consider how we have cared for creation, it is
clear that humanity owes a huge debt to God. But when
we say sorry, and mean it, God says to us, “You are forgiven, your debt is wiped out, now get on and act with
compassion and forgiveness towards each other and towards all creation. Follow my lead, follow me”.
The challenge to us is to work out individually and as a
community what living out God’s compassion and forgiveness means for all of creation. Thankfully we are not
left to do this alone for in the Eucharist we are fed with
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Redeemer and
Saviour, and we are sent out into the world that God
loves in the power of the Holy Spirit who sustains, teaches, and guides us.
In that power let us dedicate
ourselves to God’s mission in
the world, and especially today to strive to safeguard the
integrity of creation, to renew
the life of the earth.
Sermon at a Eucharist for the Environment, September
2017. The time between 1 September and St Francis’ Day
on 4 October is now increasingly being celebrated by
different Christian denominations as “Creation Time”.
Revd Angela Birkin

Leighton Moss and Morecambe Bay
RSPB reserves (Lancashire)
Both are worth a visit, but, as JD knows the former is
the best for birds! I’ve been a few times (with my husband and local RSPB). JD spotted
a purple heron, an osprey and an
otter! I’ve never seen a purple
heron! It is smaller than a grey
heron and is chestnut brown with
rusty red plumes at the back, but
says JD, has a purple ‘tinge’! My
husband and I went in the Spring
in order to see and hear the bilterns.
Sightings AD saw 8 young bullfinches outside our ‘back
doors’. GD’s daughter spotted a kestrel on her balcony.
A ring necked parakeet has
been seen in Horsforth. Incidentally, JD saw our ‘first’ one
in Leeds when he saw a crowd
of ‘twitchers’ near Gott’s Park.
Jenny Wren

The journey so far

Book Review: Blue - a Memoir

Fifty years ago this September, I came to Leeds University to
read Chemistry. Following an invitation to the Christian Union I began to perceive a
need to take responsibility
for my Christian faith. At St
Andrew’s-tide 1967, I’d say ‘I
gave my life to Christ’: that
marked the beginning of my
personal Christian journey.

I’ve been fortunate in my ministry in that while
I’ve always been in a parish, I’ve had chaplaincy responsibilities alongside my parish work –
Chamber of Commerce, Fire Service, Police.
It has given me an insight into some of our services which all too often we take for granted.
Take the Fire Service. We assume that they will
be there to rescue us, but did you know that all
too often fire officers are attacked whilst attending emergencies? Not only do they put themselves at risk in fighting a fire, but are at personal risk from the communities they serve.

Having expected to be ‘called’ to children’s work, I found that
my (limited) skills as an Organist were in demand at
Wrangthorn, where I played for nearly 8 years. In 1977 we
moved to Weetwood Lane, so it was more practical for us to
become part of the (then) 9.00 congregation here at St
Chad’s, with occasional organist responsibilities.

It is similar in many ways with the Police. We ask a lot of those officers who protect us. We expect them to control riots and civil disobedience, we expect them to investigate crime, we expect them to put
themselves at risk on our behalf, and expect them to see young
children safely across the road.

In 1982/3, with the encouragement of the Baxters (Stanley
was then our Curate), I explored Ordination but was turned
down: a good thing. The suggestion then that I might consider reader training seemed inappropriate. St Chad’s was
awash with readers – I didn’t need to pursue that option: yet.
Over the years I may have been remembered for children’s
work with the 11+ Sunday School group, leading a music
group, promoting Alpha Courses, working with Home Groups
and helping to set up ‘...another time’.

This memoir, Blue, by John Sutherland tells his story as a police officer working in London where for 25 years he worked with the Metropolitan Police, receiving many awards and commendations in the
course of his career, and finally working as the Borough Commander for Southwark.
He tells of the many cases he worked on, his dedication to serving
the public – he recognises it as a vocation – but also the personal
cost to him and his family, which resulted in him suffering a breakdown.

After (early) retirement in 2007, I worked for myself for a
while. In 2011 I perceived a call to train as a Spiritual Director: a new venture for me, till then to me ‘Directors’ were
magicians in literature, not real folk. I started seeing
‘directees’ in 2014.

Through all this, his faith was a constant in the background, but his
breakdown challenged this as well: “The truth is, I am less certain of
more things than I have ever been before. I have many more questions than I have answers. But I have begun to discover this thing
called grace: the rumour that I am loved beyond measure, just as I
am.”
It is a sobering read, but one well worth it. Next time we pass a police officer in the street, it would be good to thank them for what
they do on our behalf. If you are quick, you can find a copy of this
book on the St Michael’s book stall!
Tony Whatmough

Recycling at St Chad's

A newly licensed Peter Hemming with Tom and Bishop Paul

If anyone from St Chad’s had suggested that I should train as
a ‘Reader’, I claim never to have heard them – before 2015,
when I’d say God made it clear to me that I should. In asking
one friend to write a reference, their immediate response
was ‘...and about time too’: so I felt that I was doing the right
thing. For the last two years I have written 12 academic essays, done a 4-month placement, read and learned a lot and
had five assessed sermons: hopefully, I am more prepared
for the task ahead.
I am particularly grateful to
the many folk at St Chad’s
who agreed to my training
and have supported me, not
least by praying, declaring
their interest and support,
sending good will cards and
coming to my licensing in
September.
So, thank you everyone who
has been involved in this journey. But I’m not finished yet!
Peter Hemming

Further to Alex Sobel, our new MP for Leeds North West
being elected in June, his pledge to champion environmental matters has shone through in his maiden speech and
was recently affirmed in his appointment to the Government's Environmental Select Committee.
He talks about ensuring that 'safety, standards and inspection' for housing, transport, energy and manufacturing are
'amongst best in world' and quotes Barack Obama in saying
that 'no challenge poses a greater threat to future generations than climate change'.
This encouragement gives us chance to review and revive
our own approach to support this at St Chad's and there's
no better time to think about how we can work together
even more as a local community in the interests of our
shared environment.
Thanks to our former Green Team leader, Suzanne Dalton,
St Chad's Church acts as a hub for recycling and Marc Fabri
has kindly taken over ensuring that any donated batteries,
reading glasses and mobile phones are taken to other appropriate community recycling collection points.
The service that used to take pens / biros doesn't accept
them for recycling anymore, but we do still take used
stamps and are looking to initiate a new printer cartridge
collection that could potentially help to raise a small income for the church if certain manufacturer brands are donated.
Thank you very much to everyone who continues to donate
to the schemes. Please do get in touch with any further ideas you have to help support recycling and other ideas for
environmentally friendly initiatives you may have. New
comers always welcome.
Katie Fabri

St Chad’s Mothers’ Union News
NEXT KNIT AND NATTER is on Tuesday 3 October at 7.30 in the bar area of St Chad’s parish
centre. Tea & coffee available - £1.
Our monthly meeting is a talk & pictures ‘Some
birds & beast of Tanzania’ by Mike Willison 12th
October at 2pm in parish centre. All welcome.
Advanced notice for Women’s World Day of
Prayer at Headingley St Columba on Friday 10
November 10-2pm. Please bring a packed lunch.
Cost £3, or £5 on the day. This year’s service ‘ALL
GOD’S CREATION IS VERY GOOD’ has been prepared by Christian Women from Suriname.

Contact Elizabeth either by ringing 278 7990
or by email elizabetheden9@gmail.com

News from Malta...
I sent the photo from last month’s magazine to Doug and
Jacqui in Malta and they sent this message to us:
“..., please pray for the year ahead as we venture into new
avenues of service with refugees, seeking out those left
behind by the system and that will need special
attention. Please also send our greetings to
Tom and the congregation, and that they may
continue their witness to those in Headingley
and beyond! Doug, Jacqui, Ethan and Chloe.”
Please continue to pray that Doug and Jacqui’s work with
individuals and their interaction with the government, as
they seek to help asylum seekers on
the island, will be richly blessed. Pray
too for them as a family; they exercise
quite a lonely ministry in Malta.
Peter Hemming
STEVEN CROMACK
JOINER
Tel: 295 0696
Fitted kitchens & Bedrooms
Kitchen Facelifts
Doors internal and external
All household joinery
No job too small

Summer Weddings at St Chad’s
We pray for a blessing on all the couples married
at St Chad’s in August:
6 August Robert Hellowell and Katherine Hunter
11 August Grace Capper and David Cooper
12 August Gareth Jones and Laura Richardson
24 August Daniel Wedlinscky and Sarah Hillarby
26 August Daniel Foulkes and Alysha Croxton

Michael Kirkby Painter & Decorator
20 The Maltings MIRFIELD WF14 9 PU

LV Windows

01924 401 210 / 07985 394 297

BRAMHOPE
A Friendly Family Company with
over 40 years’ experience

FREE ESTIMATES * NO VAT * WORK GUARANTEED

Windows - Doors
Conservatories
All products fabricated
from Rehau profiles
Fascias - Soffits
Steamed up Unit Replacement
lvwindows@gmail.com

Call Len Hawkins on:
01423 562469 /07836 513730

or Chris Hawkins on:
07765 143 334

Martin Cooke
Plasterer
07756 906 916
Call for a quote

