
Preparing for a race takes a lot of training. Running several times dur-
ing the week. Weeks and months of dieting and exercise. And running 
longer and longer distances. St Paul had a lot to say about running 
races, because he saw a lot of similarities between athletes and early 
Christians. If we compare the two, there are three key points to con-
sider: speed, strength, and endurance.  

When we think about races, we tend to think about who can finish the 
fastest, right? Paul says in 1 Corinthians 9:24, “in a race the runners all 
compete, but only one receives the prize […] Run in such a way that 
you may win it”. There are some stellar athletes who’ve won loads of 
medals and marathons because they were the quickest. But not eve-
ryone can be the fastest. For some people, having the strength to fin-
ish the race is more important than how quickly they can finish. 

In their training, runners may lift heavy weights and practice longer 
and longer distances to build up muscles in their backs and legs. Did 
you know that muscles don’t get bigger while we exercise? They actu-
ally get torn down, and it’s while we rest our muscles after we exer-
cise that they knit themselves back together stronger than they were 
before. But again, for many, physical strength can be a challenge. 
Even Paul talked about praying to God for strength because there 
were moments he felt too physically weak. Paul says in 2 Corinthians 
12:8–9, “Three times I appealed to the Lord about this […] but he said 
to me, ‘My grace is sufficient for you, for [strength] is made perfect in 
weakness’. So, I will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so 
that the power of Christ may dwell in me”. So, if we don’t have speed 
or physical strength to finish a race, we have to rely on endurance. 

Endurance is the most important part of training because it involves 
the whole person; physically, mentally, emotionally, and spiritually. 
There are times when things just seem too difficult to carry on. Even 
during the race, many runners have moments in which they doubt 
themselves or their ability to keep going. But endurance is more than 
what an individual person can withstand; endurance requires an indi-
vidual’s inner strength and a support system, teammates as it were, 
to keep going. Teammates are very important because the best way 
to gain inner strength is through the love and support of others who 
cheer us on—from the beginning of our training, to the end of the 
race, and beyond.  

About this time last year, Jonny and Alistair Brownlee were in Mexico 
running a triathlon. Alistair had the speed and the strength to be way 
in front and to win the race. Instead of pushing ahead on his own, he 
went back to help Jonny who was too exhausted to finish on his own. 
Jonny was running low on speed and strength, but with Alistair at his 
side, he had the endurance to finish. And they finished together. 

I can’t say if Paul saw himself as an athlete, but I know that he saw the 
work of spreading the Gospel message of Jesus Christ similar to run-
ning a race. As he says in Philippians 3:14, “I press on toward the goal 
for the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus”. Of the three 
elements of running we have been talking about this morning, I think 
Paul valued endurance most of all. Telling people about Jesus doesn’t 
require speed or physical strength, it requires endurance. It requires 
God’s grace and love to speak the truth, the inner confidence to tell 
others the truth about God’s love, and it takes the support of other 
believers to encourage us to tell the truth about God’s love.  

Endurance takes everything that we have, body, heart, mind, and 
soul, to face the big challenges in our lives; whether it be running a 
marathon or not. Just remember that no matter what challenges we 
face, it is a lot easier to face them when you have support from oth-
ers. That support builds up your endurance. As it says in this morn-
ing’s reading from Hebrews: “Do you see and hear all those people in 
the stands shouting and encouraging us here on the track? Let us get 
rid of everything that holds us back and weighs us down […] don’t lose 
heart and give up! We are almost there, so let’s give it all that we’ve 
got!”.  

Sermon for All Age Eucharist, 9 July 2017  
 

 

Not too long ago, Revd Heston Groenewald talked about the destruc-
tion of the Second Temple in Jerusalem and suggested that when Je-
sus wept, it was out of frustration rather than sorrow. Jesus was frus-
trated because the Temple became a symbol of national pride and 
identity rather than an outward expression of faith and loyalty to the 
God of all Creation, and of all people and nations. Perhaps even 
worse, Jesus was frustrated because there were some who believed 
that God only resided in the Temple, and they could come and go 
from the Lord’s presence as they saw fit. Perhaps many of us feel the 
same way sometimes. Perhaps the secular society that we live in to-
day twists our way of thinking; drawing a line in the sand between 
what is the Lord’s and what is the world’s when we shouldn’t be 
thinking in those terms at all. 

As many of you know, I’m finishing my degree at the University of 
Leeds and returning to the U.S.A. One of the best things about attend-
ing university in the North is your wonderful cathedrals and abbeys.  
The ornate architecture, stone masonry, the arches, medieval screens, 
and stained-glass windows are all marvellous to behold. It’s easy to 
understand how the author of 1st Kings could become so engrossed in 
the details of a sacred and special place. 1 Kings 6 verse 38 reports 
that it took seven years to build the Temple. While this is not the or-
nate and grand Temple of Jesus’s day, it sounds grand and elaborate 
to me. 

What should stand out to us beyond all the elaborate details in this 
reading is what God says about the Temple. In verses 12 and 13, the 
Lord tells Solomon: “Concerning this house that you are building, if 
you will walk in my statutes, obey my ordinances, and keep all my 
commandments by walking in them, then I will establish my promise 
with you, which I made to your father David. I will dwell among the 
children of Israel, and will not forsake my people”. God says nothing 
about the building at all. What the Lord does say is if we do not forget 
the promise God made with David and all of God’s people, then the 
Lord will remain with us. In other words, if we remain faithful and 
obedient to God, God will remain with us through all things. 

This point is punctuated in Acts 12 when God sent an angel to free Pe-
ter from his captors. Peter recognised that God had not abandoned 
him when he was arrested. In Acts 12:6, the very night he was arrest-
ed, the faithful prayed to God for Peter’s rescue. And he was. In vers-
es 7–11, an angel appears in his prison cell, leads him past the guards, 
and out of the prison to freedom. Acts 12:12 tells us as soon as he was 
freed, he went to the house of Mary, John-Mark, and Rhoda to show 
them their prayers had been answered. Peter arrives at their door, 
free and unharmed. He tells them how the angel led him to safety and 
then he instructs them to go and tell others. Not just that he is free 
from prison, but that he was free because the Lord who makes prom-
ises keeps them. God kept the promise he made to David and to Solo-
mon: “if you will walk in my statutes, obey my ordinances, and keep 
all my commandments […] I will establish my promise with you […] I 
will dwell among [my children] and will not forsake my people”.  

In John 4:20, the Samaritan woman at the well says to Jesus, “Our an-
cestors worshipped on this mountain, but [your people] say that the 
place where people must worship is in Jerusalem”. Jesus answers her 
in verse 23: “the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true wor-
shipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father seeks 
such as these to worship Him”. In other words, the true temples of 
faith and worship are wherever God and the faithful community of 
believers connect with one another.  

God was in Solomon’s lavish and ornate Temple, and in the Second 
Temple where Jesus and his Apostles worshipped. God is in the Cathe-
drals of Ripon and Lincoln, and all the churches and houses of worship 
around the world. God was in Peter’s prison cell. God is with us now. 
The Lord will always be with those who walk in His statutes, obey His 
ordinances, and keep His commandments. Amen. 

 

Evensong Sermon, 30 July 2017  

And its goodbye from me… 

Some closing thoughts - extracts from two recent sermons by Rory Sellgren, who returns to the US this month: 

Representing St Michael’s Headingley 

and St Chad’s Far Headingley 

 
September 2017 60p 

Our thoughts and best wishes and prayers                                                                                                       
are with those formerly from our congregations at St Michael’s and St Chad’s                                   

who were ordained this year at Petertide 

Born to a world that always tried to shame you, 
Your shaky ego vulnerable to shame, 

I love the way that Jesus chose to name you, 
Before you knew how to deserve that name. 

 
And in the end your Saviour lets you prove 

That each denial is undone by love. 
 

Malcolm Guite 

On 29 June, St Peter’s Day, 
we remember the disciple 
who, for all his many mis-

takes, knew how to recover 
and hold on, who, for all 

his waverings was called by 
Jesus ‘the rock’ - who 
learned the threefold        

lesson that every betrayal 
can ultimately be restored 

by love.  

Tim Stevens, ordained priest and continuing  

to serve his title at Wakefield Cathedral.  

Alex Wheatley, now serving in the Skipton benefice 

Abbie Palmer serving her title at Pannal 
with Beckwithshaw. 

We also pray for Angela Birkin now serving her 
title here within the Headingley team ministry 

It is fitting therefore that it is at 
Petertide that new priests and 
deacons are ordained, on the 

day they remember a man 
whose recovery from mistakes 

and openness to love can          
give them courage.  

I post this poem not only for St 
Peter but for all those recently 

ordained. This poem comes 
from my collection Sounding 

the Seasons published 
by Canterbury Press. 

Impulsive master of misunderstanding 
You comfort me with all your big mistakes; 

Jumping the ship before you make the landing, 
Placing the bet before you know the stakes. 

 
I love the way you step out without knowing, 

The way you sometimes speak before you think, 
The way your broken faith is always growing, 
The way he holds you even when you sink. 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAgQjRwwAGoVChMI74Tm5cTvxgIVaPxyCh13dw2a&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.snipview.com%2Fq%2FSt_Chad's_Church%2C_Far_Headingley&ei=qPevVe-QKej4ywP37rXQCQ&psig=AFQjCNF6biJBeN4yriLGyQY3cWIg2hyxcQ&u
http://www.canterburypress.co.uk/books/9781848252745/Sounding-the-Seasons


Church Diary, September 2017 

Date Time Services 

Sunday 3rd 

 

Trinity 12 

 

8:00am 

9:30am 

 

10:00am 

12noon 

2:00pm 

 

6:30pm 

Holy Communion at St Chad’s 

Parish Communion at St Chad’s            

with ministry of healing 

Parish Communion at St Michael’s 

Holy Communion at St Michael’s 

Licensing of Revd Dr Peter Morden  

at South Parade Baptist Church 

Choral Evensong at both churches 

(ministry of healing at St Michael’s) 

Sunday 10th 
 

Trinity 13        

Sunday 
 

 

8:00am 

9:30am 

10:00am 

12noon 

6:30pm 

Holy Communion at St Chad’s 

Parish Communion at St Chad’s 

Parish Communion at St Michael’s 

Holy Communion at St Michael’s 

Choral Evensong at both churches 

Sunday 17th 
 
 

Trinity 14 

8:00am 

9:30am 

 

10:00am 

12noon 

6:30pm 

Holy Communion at St Chad’s 

Back to Church Sunday at St Chad’s 

with baptisms                               

Parish Communion at St Michael’s 

Holy Communion at St Michael’s 

Choral Evensong at both churches  

Sunday 24th 
 

Trinity 15 

8:00am 

10:00am 

 

12noon 

6:30pm 

Holy Communion at St Chad’s 

St Michael’s Patronal Festival 

N.B. No 9.30am service at St Chad’s 

Holy Communion at St Michael’s 

Choral Evensong at both churches  

 1st October 
 

 

Trinity 16 

8:00am 

9:30am 

10:00am 

12noon 

6:30pm 

Holy Communion at St Chad’s 

Parish Communion at St Chad’s 

Parish Communion at St Michael’s 

Holy Communion at St Michael’s 

Choral Evensong at both churches  

The Order of the Gospels 
 

My articles about the Epistles 

in recent months have led to 

various requests for infor-

mation about the Gospels: 

what order were they written 

in? When were they written? 

Who wrote them? Why are 

they in our bibles in the order of Matthew, Mark, Luke and 

John? It’s difficult to answer any one of these questions with-

out getting entangled with all of the others! To answer all four 

questions at once needs more space than I have in one article. 

So I’m going to start with the question of the biblical order. 
 

Matthew comes first because it was widely believed in early 

centuries - even by the great St Augustine of Hippo (354-430) 

- that this was the earliest.  At that time, it was widely believed 

that the Gospel of Mark, which has a lot in common with Mat-

thew, was written as a summary of Matthew. Hence the order 

of Matthew followed by Mark when the Canon of Scripture 

(that is, the approved books, out of the many then in circula-

tion) came together to form our present New Testament.  
 

The mid-fourth century is the earliest precise evidence for the 

whole of the New Testament Canon as we know it, but the 

Four Gospels and the Epistles of St Paul  had come to be ac-

cepted as foundational authority by about 130 and were put 

on the same footing as the Jewish Old Testament over a peri-

od that can roughly be bracketed by the dates 170 and 220. 

These formed the kernel of the New Testament, to which the 

other New Testament books were gradually added later.  
 

Luke came after Matthew and Mark for two reasons: it was 

easy to see that it had a good deal of material in common with 

Matthew and Mark; and so placing it third was logical enough, 

given the current supposition that Matthew should come first 

as the earliest, with  Mark next as a summary of it.   
 

John came last, as a Gospel with quite a distinct character 

which sets it apart. The preceding three, which obviously be-

longed together, are known today as the Synoptic Gospels, re-

ferring to their shared nature as summarising accounts of the 

life and teaching of Christ: ‘synoptic’ meaning just that — 

‘summarising’ (as in ‘synopsis’,  ‘summary’). 
 

Of course, we know now, thanks to nineteenth century schol-

arship and its subsequent refinement, that Mark’s Gospel was 

the first to be written; that the authors of Matthew and Luke 

both used Mark as a source (along with other sources); and 

that the common ground between them comes from this tex-

tual interrelationship. John is undoubtedly distinct, and so its 

fourth position remains unproblematic. It can be described as 

a complement to the Synoptics, written to draw out Christ’s 

divinity and the sublime nature of his teaching and so, you 

might say, it needs the texts with the stronger story-line to 

precede it. 
 

The order of Gospels followed by Epistles was and is a neces-

sary order of priority: we have always needed the textual wit-

nesses to the Christian story before we could understand the 

interpretative material of the Epistles and their teaching to the 

young church. But in chronological terms the earliest of the 

New Testament texts are actually those Epistles written by 

Paul, which were produced over several years, starting round 

about AD 50. Dating the Gospels is a quite complicated, and 

needs an article of its own. 

Joyce Hill 

Hook Lecture 2017 

At Leeds Minster on Tuesday 14 November at 7:30pm 

The 2017 Hook Lecture will be given by Prof. Linda Wood-

head, Professor of Sociology of Religion in the Department of Poli-

tics, Philosophy and Religion at Lancaster University. She is best 

known for her work on religious change since the 1980s, and for initi-

ating public debates about faith. She has been described by Matthew 

Taylor, head of the Royal Society of Arts, as “one of the world’s lead-

ing experts on religion”. 

The lecture will be themed around ‘Remembering the Dead: Chang-

ing Public and Private Practices’, and will explore how those who say 

they are ‘no religion’ on surveys make sense of life and death, how 

we are reinventing rituals, how ‘no religion’ is being institutionalized, 

and how all this relates to our Christian past. 

The Hook Lecture is an annual event which aims to stimulate debate 

around an issue of faith in the context of the city, shaping discussion 

and dialogue throughout the coming year.  

To book your place please visit the Leeds Church Institute website 

at: https://lcileeds.wordpress.com 

On Thursday 16 June 2016 there 

was a particularly shocking item on 

the news. Jo Cox, the popular and 

highly regarded newly elected MP 

for Batley and Spen, had been shot 

and badly wounded. To this day I 

can remember listening to the 

hourly news bulletin on Classic FM 

radio, saying that she had been 

taken as quickly as possible to the 

Leeds General Infirmary. Sadly we all learned later 

that day that she had not been able to pull through 

and had in fact died. 

To an extent this tragic news acted as a salutary shock 

to people during what had been an increasingly acri-

monious debate about whether the UK should remain 

in the EU or leave. In the same way, perhaps, that the 

news of the terrible bomb attack at the Manchester 

arena and the knife attack on London Bridge and Bor-

ough Market acted as a shock during this year’s Gen-

eral Election, reminding people that everyone across 

the broad democratic spectrum of politics has “more 

in common” as Jo Cox used to say, than the very small 

minority of murderous extremists of whatever variety 

who only seek to divide and frighten us. 

To get back to this book, Brendan has dedicated it to 

their children, Lejla and Cuillin, and there is a lot 

about them in the book. Above all else this book is 

testament to one man’s love of his wife, “my Jo”, as 

he calls her, a love which carries on even after her 

death. The book creates a sense that Jo lives on in 

spirit, even if she is no longer with us physically. This 

is something which those of us who are trying to be 

Christian, as presumably readers of this parish maga-

zine are, have to try to believe, as best as we can. 

Brendan spells out the reasons for writing the book in 

the preface. Basically it was written to ‘process his 

emotions’ as he puts it, of shock, anger and grief into 

something constructive, so that the spirit of Jo Cox 

will live on in their children and in all who read this 

book. At the end of the book are details of the Jo Cox 

Foundation, in terms of what it hopes to achieve. 

These include the Jo Cox Commission on 

loneliness along with work on a range of 

causes including supporting women in pub-

lic life, social isolation and the protection of 

civilians in conflicts around the world. 

The Jo Cox book reminds me of another 

book which tells the story of Tim Parry the 

12 year old boy who was murdered by the 

Provisional IRA when one of their combat-

ants left a bomb in a litter bin in Warring-

ton on 20 March 1993, the day before Mothers’ Day. 

Just like the husband of Jo Cox the parents of Tim Par-

ry wrote a book about him to make sure that he 

would not be forgotten. 

They set up the Warrington Project in order to im-

prove understanding between the people of Britain 

and Ireland and to promote peace in memory of their 

son Tim but also the young boy Jonathan Bell who 

was also killed on that day. If Tim Parry had lived he 

would be celebrating his 37th birthday on 1 Septem-

ber this year. 

As a footnote to this review perhaps something ought 

to be said about Bernard Kenny who died on 14 Au-

gust this year. He just happened to be sitting in his car 

outside Birstall Library waiting for his wife Doreen on 

16 June 2016 when he saw Jo Cox being attacked. 

Most men a week before their 78th birthday would 

have stayed in their car. However, he rushed to help 

Jo by physically trying to stop Thomas Mair from 

shooting and stabbing her. He was very nearly killed 

himself. More than 80,000 people signed a petition 

saying that he should be awarded the George Medal, 

the highest honour that can be given to a civilian for 

an act of bravery. He was awarded the George medal 

this year but sadly died before he could be presented 

with the award which he thoroughly deserved. 

John Bradbrook 
 

Please note that all the proceeds from the Jo Cox book 

will go to the Jo Cox Foundation, so please buy a copy 

if you can afford it. Jo Cox: More in Common, by Bren-

dan Cox (Hodder and Stoughton Ltd) 

“More in Common” – a review of Brendan Cox’s tribute to his wife Jo 



Bless this our city of Leeds 

I finished leading a pilgrimage this month following the 

Leeds Country Way over a year. We ended looking out across 

the city at Hunger Hill Woods. There is now a large           

panorama board at the top of the woods, pointing out in  

detail some of the things that you can see from this view 

with the city scattered in front of you. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

In the distance you can make out the three massive coal-

fired power-stations, Drax, Eggborough and Ferrybridge. You 

can see the town hall and more recent significant additions 

to the skyline - for example Bridgewater Place.  

To the far left, Cookridge Hospital, intended for respite care 

for those convalescing after time spent at the LGI. 

And you can see the spires of many churches … St Matthew’s 

Chapel Allerton looks very prominent from here. But right at 

the heart of the view is St Chad’s and St Michael’s, at the 

beating heart of the viewpoint - if not it all! At 186 feet high  

St Chad’s is almost as high as the town hall (214 ft). And, if 

you look hard enough, through binoculars you can see a 

Gurdwara pole, representing the people of different faith 

traditions represented in the city. 

Industry, civic life, commerce, healthcare, academic and reli-

gious life … we get the holistic picture here: all the different 

aspects of the city.  The following is a prayer you may wish to 

pray yourself for this our city of Leeds: 

Remembering Denis Benson and Susan Youell 
 

Some of you will remember the Benson family: Denis, Audrey, 
Heather and Gillian, who for may years lived in Headingley and 
took a very active part in the life of St Michael’s. 
 

All were involved in Stagegroup activities where Denis could be 
found backstage keeping cast and crew in order – pointing to the 
huge SMILE sign as nervous performers were about to their en-
trance.  He also raise funds for the poppy appeal for many years. 
 

Audrey and Denis moved to Kendal to be near Heather, Ian and 
family.  A few months ago Denis was diagnosed with leukaemia 
and sadly lost his battle at the beginning of August and died in 
the hospice in Kendal. We remember Denis and send our love to 
Audrey, Heather and Gillian, and their families. 
 

 

Extracts from Eulogy for Susan Youell 

Susan . . .always Mrs Youell to me . . .was a major influence on 

me and my love of Science as I went on to study Applied Chemis-

try, work in the chemical industry and especially now as I teach 

Chemistry and Physics. I believe this is because of the way Susan 

taught, always encouraging me to question why, challenge ideas, 

solve puzzles and demonstrate how things work.  I hope I teach 

half as enthusiastically as she did and pass on that love of learn-

ing to my students.  

Susan was definitely a unique colourful character who had a full 

and successful life, which has inspired hundreds - she was one of 

life’s enthusiasts , a “doer”, a teacher, an active church member, 

one of those rare forces of nature. 

The backbone to all of her life was of course the Church, and St 

Michael’s and All Angels was an integral part of her being.  She 

was an active member of the congregation for many years, and 

took pride and pleasure in contributing on the PCC and as Treas-

urer and Parish Magazine compiler.   In 2001 she was especially 

pleased to donate a cross to the church which was dedicated to 

the memories of her mother and husband.     

 . . .Speaking as one of the church wardens here at St Michael’s,  

many of Susan’s talents have been a major part of the running 

and the social side of St Michael’s church over many, many years.  

As well as the tremendously detailed church accounts that Susan 

developed and maintained and the personality and time that she 

put into editing the magazine . . .the compiling of which she had 

been known to give as a detention at school . . . 

And her active and genuinely valuable input in decision making 

on the PCC; she also organised the New Year’s Eve parties and 

their puzzles and games.  In particular the numbers game was 

very popular and often ended in major chaos. She also organised 

car treasure hunts all over West Yorkshire, in which groups of 

frantic parishioners were out parking oddly in forgotten parts of 

Wakefield whilst trying to solve her clues. 

We are relieved and happy that she is now resting in peace, free 

of pain and in the hands of the Lord.  She died probably unaware 

of the numbers of lives she has touched and influenced. She re-

ally was an unusual woman – they don’t make many like her, and 

we are all privileged to have known her. 

At the beginning of the year the Church 
Times announced its Green Awards competi-
tion. The objectives of the awards are two-
fold: 

 to celebrate remarkable efforts made in 
recent years by individuals and congre-
gations to offset the damage being done 
to the earth; and 

 to set good examples before others who 
might be inspired to follow suit. 

 

There are five categories – Biodiversity; 
Green Building; Green Congregation; Green 
Champion; and Green Futures. 
 

When the competition was announced, the 
Green Team at St Chad’s unanimously agreed 
to nominate Suzanne Dalton for the Green 
Champion Award. Suzanne headed up the 
Green Team from its inception in 2001 until 
she and Donald moved down to Oxford last 
November. 
 

During that time Suzanne worked tirelessly 
establishing the Green Team and bringing en-
vironmental issues to the fore. So much so 
that St Chad’s has been successful in gaining 
a number of awards and accolades. Indeed 
when the Church Times ran its previous Envi-
ronmental Awards back in 2007, St Chad’s 
came away with the Biodiversity Award. 
 

At the beginning of August the short list for 
each of the categories was announced. I am 
very pleased to say that Suzanne has been 
short-listed, along with four others, for the 
Green Champion Award.  
 

The judges will make their decision in Sep-
tember, with the winners in all five catego-
ries announced at a ceremony at Lambeth 
Palace on 16 October. 
 

Mike Willison                                                      
on behalf of St Chad’s Green Team 

 

 

 

 

Suzanne in response to being told the good news said “... I just don't know what 
to say - I am totally "gob smacked" which is, I think, the best Yorkshire expres-
sion to reflect my amazement and surprise.   

Firstly, how very kind of the Green Team to even think of me as a "Green Cham-
pion" let alone send in a nomination - it is very touching and I appreciate this 
very much. Please pass on to all concerned my thanks and gratitude. 

I can think of lots of people who deserve such a nomination way ahead of me. 
All we achieved at St Chad's was very much a team effort. I was fortunate to 
have unstinting support from the Green Team and congregation”. 

Church Times Green Awards 

The weather was kind to us (at last!) for our team                        

ministry  outdoor service this year. 

Total shock - good weather for our team ministry outdoor service 

...and we welcomed Revd Angela Birkin to the team. 

Angela’s husband Mark had a good innings              

in the cricket match that followed. 

We welcomed visitors and friends                          

from India and Guinea. 



St Chad’s Mothers’ Union News  

Hope you have all had a good summer. Our first  MU 

event in September is our Knit & Natter on Tuesday 5th 

September at 7.30pm in the bar area of the Parish Cen-

tre. Tea & coffee available £1. Our monthly meeting is a 

‘Do it yourself’ bring your favourite poem to read to the 

group on Thursday 14th September at 2pm in the Parish 

Centre. October Knit & Natter 3rd Oct   details contact 

Elizabeth 01132 787990 or elizabetheden9@gmail.com   

Bird of the month: the Spoonbill (88cm / 2kg) 
 

My 1993 bird book says “these birds are 

scarce visitors and do not breed in the 

UK”. When our local RSPB group visit-

ed Fairburn Ings they saw one in full 

plumage. Apparently there is a pair and 

they bred successfully! These ‘grey 

heron’-sized birds are white with a yellow breast patch and a spoon 

shaped bill. I saw my first one in County Cork, Ireland sweeping its 

bill from side to side in the water in 2004. They grunt when they are 

breeding. MR’s moor hens have reared one chick successfully. 

Interested? Why not join our local RSPB group? We have coach 

trips, local walks, lectures in the Quaker meeting house (opposite 

the university) and two newsletters. I have two FREE vouchers (£4 

each) “admit one to an indoor meeting, valid until April 2018.   

Jenny Wren 
AKA Mary Duffty Tel 278 1285 

 

The editor this month has been Revd Tom Lusty 

The deadline for articles for the October edition is:                

Monday 25th September 

Sad news 

We have received the sad news that Revd Bill Frame has died. 

His funeral will be at Headingley St Columba. Rest in Peace Bill. 

  Details of the arrangements will be announced in due course      
in our respective Church notice sheets. 

COMMEMORATING THE 500th 
ANNIVERSARY 

OF THE REFORMATION 
In 2017 the 500th anniversary 

of Martin Luther's posting of his 
Ninety-Five Theses will              

be commemorated                    
throughout the world. 

 

St Luke’s Lutheran Church, Headingley 
will be hosting an Anniversary Eucharist 

to mark this special date at  
Headingley, St Columba URC 

on Saturday October 21st at 2.00pm 
 

Pastor Libby and St Luke’s Church Council 
invite you to join them at this service  

and for refreshments afterwards. 
 
 

Other guests who will be joining us include: 
 

The Rt Revd Dr Martin Lind, Bishop of the Lutheran Church in 
Great Britain 

The Rt Revd Walter Jagucki, Bishop Emeritus, LCiGB 
Pastors and members from various national congregations 

The Choir of the German Lutheran Church, Manchester 

Marshalls Visit St Chad’s 

On Sunday 23 July we were delighted to be able to 

welcome our mission partners Doug and Jacqui Mar-

shall to our main act of worship and to then meet 

them over lunch afterwards. Doug preached on the 

theme of compassion.  

The Vicar and church officers are pleased to announce 
that Mr Howard Seymour will be leading the church’s 
music ministry from the middle of August.  
 

Howard has recently returned to his northern roots after 
living and working in Herefordshire for the previous 10 
years. He is a graduate of Durham University and holds 
diplomas from the Royal Academy of Music, The Royal 
College of Organists and Trinity College of Music. His ca-
reer has involved teaching and lecturing in schools and 
colleges and more recently working as a schools inspec-
tor for Ofsted. He has been an examiner for the Associat-
ed Board of the Royal Schools of Music for over 30 years.  

His special interest is choral music. He has adjudicated 
choirs, acted as producer for professional choral record-
ings and composed and arranged for singers. He has also 
directed his own choirs in broadcasts for radio and tele-
vision. 
 

‘I am greatly looking forward to leading the music minis-
try at St Michael and All Angels, and central to that will 
be the development of choir. Singing is a wonderfully ful-
filling activity and is at the very heart of Anglican wor-
ship and our national musical heritage. All my own chil-
dren have been choristers and I know just how influential 
that experience has been on their lives and musical de-
velopment.’ 
 

St Michael’s has a well established musical tradition and 
a capable SATB choir. We are seeking additional mem-
bers to take forward the quality and standard of music 
which is such a distinctive feature of the church’s life and 
worship. More information is available on the church’s 
website. 

Anyone interested in becoming involved in the music 
making at St. Michael’s whether as a singer or supporter 
should contact either Howard on 01539 621260 or 
07787 156 652 or the Vicar on 0113 274 3238 or email: 
tonywhatmough@gmail.com 
  

Organist and Director of Music for St Michael’s 

A brief qualitative sur-
vey of church attend-
ance and related opin-
ions in North Leeds, 
June 2017.   
 

Background: Church 
attendance in England 
falls to under a million 
… Does that mean 60+ million people believe there is no point in 
attending Church? Is there no corresponding belief in God? 
 

Holt Park 
  

The most difficult. The most common response was "sod off" or 
similar. Those who said anything said they only went to Church 
for funerals, marriages or similar.  
Asked why they did not go to Church the most common results 
were: Sundays morning are kids sports; family visits or getting 
up late. All who replied said they believed in a God. Some stated 
they prayed but only for things : health, finance, happiness … 
but not to say sorry or to give thanks. Some said they are only 
likely to think deeply about God or spiritual things when they 
are old and near to death. 
 

Headingley 
 

On football TV nights few comments other than “go away” were 
gathered. 
The student population gave the most comments. Many had 
had spiritual conversations. Those who had been to University 
had not been to Church while at University. 

The older lunch time pub attenders said they did not attend 
Church but tended to talk to God when they or those close to 
them were ill. 

Meanwood  
 

Dog walkers were the group who said they had attended Church 
in the last few weeks. They were those who had jobs which 
could be termed professional. Those who were in the picnic ar-
ea, mainly family or friend groups, said they might attend 
Church if they had more time. Jobs and family took up all their 
available time. Many had given up Church attendance upon 
moving away from family or at the point of going to University. 
 
 

Some thoughts on the results: 
 

Maybe Church services could be at more convenient times? 
 

Perhaps Church services could be pre- or post- sports activities? 
 

Perhaps - based on a comment made by a few responders - the 
Church should more proactively seek attenders: no one had 
been asked about attending Church except by Mormons or by 
similar groups. 
 

Perhaps "selling" Church is a duty of all attenders at Church? 
If the million attenders all brought a friend to Church there 
would be 2 million attenders 
 

Should the Church have selling and marketing "faith"? 
 

North Leeds Opinion Surveys Group 

North Leeds Survey of Church attendance — the results are in... 
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